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By Larry 0'Connor
stall writer

Steel Pulse's Davld Hinds gets a kick out of
telllng the story,

A mother takes her daughter to a reggac show
featuring Steel Pulse. Daughter’s never heard of
the band or reggae music for that matter.

After the show, Hinds mects mother and
davghter after the concert. . .

“She says ‘I don't like reggae, but I [lké you.” "
sald Hinds in a telephone interview, “That's
enough for me.”

The anecdote, though, sums up the crossover
appeal Steel Pulse has garnered since emerging
from working class Blrmingham, England In the
mld-703. But at what price?

Like recently, Steel Pulse enlisted the services
of Stephen Bray to produce aone cut, "Can't Get
You (Out of My System),” on the band’s latest
MCA reélease 'Victims.”

Realty now, Stephen Bray? This is the pro-
ducer who has been known to collaborate in the
mu:lcnl neighborhood of Madonna and Breakfast
Clul

1'hcn there is the seemingly endless reign of
techno gadgetry on “Victims,” which veers away
from a tradltional reggae aesthetic that.em-
braces a purlty of belng Caribbean roots music.

Elements of pap, hip-hop, rock and rap even
stream thelr way tnto the group's cighth relcase.

While critics might contend this has rendered
some of the-band’s polltical overtures benlgn,
Steel Pulse has undeniably bridged gaps to the
realm of contemporary pop music only {few reg-
gac groups have dared tricd.

Guest appearances and high-tech tendencies
aside, Steel Pulse is not minus heart and soul.
The band's musical perspective Is Just different.

FORMED BY keyboardlist and vocalist Selwyn
Brown and Hinds, Stect Pulse found an immedi-
ate following on the English punk clrcuit buoyed
by the reggae exploslon that would also filter its
way Into themusic of The Clash and The Police.

“Other reggae bands would be listening to
other reggae tracks and ather reggae bands, We
were llstening to things that other reggac outfits
wouldn't even have in their house, T remember
comling homefrom school and listening te people
like Jimi Hendrix and the Climax Blues Band.

Steel Pulse released their first album In 1978,
“Handsworth Revolutlon,” named after the dis-
trict the band is from in Birmingham, England.
The LP was hybrld of music influences from the

'70s, including funk.
The band to

Reggae’s pulse has strong beat

Selwyn Brown (left), Dnvld Hinds, Phonzo Martin and Steve Nesbitt believe Steel -
*Victims,”. will find an audience beyond the traditional

Pulse’s latest MCA releas:
tistoners of reggae.

SEEING THE SHOW

What:

“Ram Stam Dub.lam" foaturing Steol
Pulsa, Spocial Beat, Shally Thunder
and Bup (Harvny) .

When:
Mon_day.Jury 22,6 pm.:
Where: .
Meadow Brook Music Festival i

|

|

*. Rochostar, Pavilion soats are $22.50;
p lawnis $12.50. Call 99-MUSIC,
1,

volve,
spate of albums whlle mnds conllnunlly grnp
pled with the politlcal realism in his lyrics. His
vision doesn’t only skim the periphery, contlnu-
Ing to write songs lke “Free the Land” about

apartheld in South Africa while addressing
senseless violence In the techno-synath rh)ths of
“"Gang Warfare."

In an inner-city rap comes the lyrics, “Celd

“the energy to usher it through.

blooded killings don't make no sense to me/We
should be clvilized and save humanity/Why don’t
you wake up from your slecp and from your
stumber/We'vegot to stop this madness from
taklng over.”

“I don't sit down and try to construct a song
about an issue just because of an Interview |
might have heard,” Hinds sajd. “I had to have a
theme on something I've witnessed or experi-
enced so [ have enough information so [ know
what I'm talking about.”  *

SUCH POLITICAL commcmary helped earn
the band's 1986 Elektra relcase “Babylon The
Bandit” a Grammy while “Earth Crises” re-
Icased in 1984 was nominated for the music
award, By then, though, Steel Pulse had already
turned high-tech in the studio while maintaining

"You can't deny it's Steel P;xlse." Hinds said. .

"L just west of Telegraph

- perform a

Red C parts toward mass appeal

By Larry O'Connor
stalt writer

Susan Calloway's raspy voice and
Tim Diaz’s unshaven face disclose
more abaut Red C's pasi six months
of exlstence than anything. Both look
whi, N

The four-member outfit is collec-
tlvely shaking off the cifects of a
weekend road trip to Traverse City.
Thraugh bléary cyes, though, Red C
sees a brighter end ta such endeav-
ors.

Out-state excursions arc all part
of the massive plan to get signed toa.
record deal and liberate themselves
from the drudgery of local bardom

“Every band wants to get a record
contract,” Calloway sald. “That’s be-
come even a stronger goal . . . Be-
fare it was a dream that we couldn't
touch and now it's siarting to fabri-
cate.”

Many groups say this. Many
groups believe thls. But few actually
get major fabel folks to sign them.

REVIEWS

But why let cynicism ruin a good
party?

Red C. Remember them? They
were that band whesc members en-
thuslastically talked about the incon-
gruent mix of Christianity- and
rock'n’roll dreams with the same
aplomb only a year ago. Stephen
Woods, Diaz and Calloway decided
then after twe years it was time 10
take their songs public.

A steady slate of shows on the club
clircuit has changed them. The group
has grown more focused, deslring a
higher platform for their engaging
sound of pop-rock music led by Cal-
loway's resounding vocals.

SINCE JANUARY, Red C picked
up a manager and a new bass player.
Also, the band’s music has turned
Into a core of roots and falk rock
bliss. Gultars have grown spikier
and Calloway's vocals more free-
form.

In the transformation, Red C has
become more confident without de-

"SEEING THE SHOW |
Who:
Rod C

When:
*/odnasday, July 24
Where:
Alvin's, 5756 Cass, Detrodt
Call 852-2355

generating into cockiness. This selt-
determination reveals itself in de-
claratlve statements and unbridled
attention to detal] in Diaz ané Callo-
way's songwriting.

And though their message was
never of the prosclytizing varicty,
Red C members Calloway and Diaz
are increasingly more vague about
the role their Christianity has in the
total mix.

“It's just because there wasn't a

whole lot going on out there,” Diaz
sald. “My personal feeling is 1f you
want to reach the masses with a
message, just don’t direct it to the
inner graup.” :

Added Calloway to the fog: "Thure
has been some retblnking of the phie
losophy.”

Adjustments are not limited to
philosophy, however. Guido Milligan
of Detrait joined Red C as the band’s
new bass player in January, replac-
ing Jeff Holfer. Milligan played for
a bricf period with Norma Jean
Bell's band and was the regular bas-
sist for Blue Room along with doing

some session work

MILLIGAN'S STYLE reveals a
hint of a jarz influence, but sounds
right at heme with Red C's pop-rock

offerings.
“I saw incrediblc songwriting.”
Milligan said. “That's what 1 felt

Ploase turn to Page 4

ELECTRONIC
— Electronic

This by all intenls should be new
music’s finest hour. The pairing of
former Smiths’ guitarist Johnny
Marr with New Order's Bernard
Sumner is perhaps one of the most
antlcipated collaborations of recent
memory.

With Marr there ia the breadth of
exploding gultar melodies that pro-
vided the ballmark of The Smiths
sound. Sumner s the curator of a
seemingly endless stream of infec-
tlous techno-dance rhythms during

“Tmthe past- decade with New Ordcr

What could go wrong?

In this case nothing. prcclauuru
are met and exceeded. Electronic’s
sclf-tltled debut LP on Warner Bros.
Is a fresh, buoyant collection of
songs that manages to explore the
new music's nether regions without
degenerating Inlo fragmented bom-

81,

Qulte the contrary, Mamr and
Sumner's work remains remarkably
contained within the boundarles of &
pop number.

The sum of ‘this can be heard in
“Get the Message," the best cut off
of the release. Marr's acceleraled
acoustical strumming opens the
number with the rencwed spirit of a
rising sun. The synth ocozes in cerle
cadence with the plalntive vocals,
apritely punctuated with an Indelible
plano.

Marr and Sumner's pop cralts-
manship reveals Itself well in songs
like “Tighten Up™ and “Patiencc of a
Saint” while humbers such as “Sovi-
" offer lmhnolronlc exploratory
surgery at its finest.

In "Tighten Up," Smith's fans will
be appeased as the gultarist displays
his guitar brilliance on this number
that bears the closest resemblance
to a Morrissey-Marr collaboration.

Tradittonal naysayers of the
heartless, cold techno-dance compo-
sitlons could be turned off by Elec.
tronic only after a cursory listen. It's
thelr loss. Repeated spins will con-
tinually turn up the most peculiar

MELT
— Straightjacket
Fits

For those of the curibus nature,
Straightjacket Fits are a hard band
not to like. Vocals barely hover
above a cascading guitar glaze and
there's plenty of quirks and nuances
designed 10 keep one's interest
throughout. They even profess their
a pop intentions up front on “Melt™
{Arlsta).

So. in that sense, Straightjacket
Fits are quite in linc wlith their fel-
low New Zealand countrymen The
Chills. Ah, but (f that were the only
na$) to hang this four-piece band's
muslc on.

By their own doing, Straightjacket
Fits delightfully hide behlnd the ob-
scure and revel in their vagueness.
The creatlve tandem of Shayne
Carter and Andrew Brough like to
think of themselves as something of
a mystery (an lmage no doubt
hammered home by the Arista pub-
liclty mach

be it the tchy whise
ting on “Idiot Country” and the
barety sudible guitar echo an “Some
Distant Memory.”

In the flnal tally, one gets the feel-
ing Marr and Sumner merely
scratch the surface here, which wil
make Electronle's next etfort even
mare {ulfllling.

— Larry O'Connor

But, really, their insular guitar
pleces and moody byTics are quite
transparent. Something tells us from
the minlmallst strummlng in the
opening cut “Bad Note for a Heart”
both Carter and Brough have spun a
fe® Joy Division records. From the
same song we get a dose of their

penchant {or lyrical ambiguity (ala
R.EM’s Michae! Stipe) "He's got a
head llku an aching upper hemi-
sphere.

Slraighljackcl Fits succeed 1n
spite of ail of this necdless preten-
sion. Undenlably, the New Zealand
puts forth some rapturous guitar
buzz when following their instincts
on such numbers as “Such a Daze”
and “Down in Spiendor.”

The layered guitar effect on “Skin
to Wear™ is hypnotic as much as it is
sensuad while the murky textures of
“Eland in Mine"” belies the soft whis-
per of the vocals. Even the Icad gui-
tar break on the last number s pal-
atable, despile being a bit self-indul-
Rent

Straightjacket Fits finds its niche
on “Melt.”

~ Larry O'Connor

IN CONCERT

® REGOAE BILL

Monday, July 22 — Steel Pulse, Special
Beat, Shelly Thunder and Bop (Harvey)
will perform 6 pm. at Meadow Brook
Music Festiva), Oakland University.lto-
chester, Pavilion scats are $22.50; lawn is
$12.50. For informatian, call 99-MUSIC.

® VINX

Monday, July 22 — Vinx will perform -

at the Magic Bag Thealre, 22918 Wood-
ward Ave., Ferndale. For information,
call 544-3030,

® THE GLUE FIELDS

Monday, July 22 — The Hloe Fields
will peeform at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
747,

@ PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Monday, July 22 — Paradise Vplley
Jazz Jam will 1ake place at Alvins, 5755
Cass, Detroil. For information, call B32.
2355,

@ THREE DOO NIGHT AND
BYEPPEN

Tuﬂdly, Jul) 23 — Three Dog Night
and John Kay and Steppenwolf will per-
form with guest. Dave Mason, 8 pm. at
The Pine Knob Musie Theatre in Clarks-
1on. Tickets are $20.50 pavilion; $17.50
lawn. For information, call 377-8200. -

@ INCURABLES

Tuesday, July 23—~ The Incurables
will perform at Key West, Six Mile Road,
The band also
26, al Heiser's
e Road., Just
estlang. Fur -

pesforms Friday, July
Keyboard Lounge, W
south of Palmer Road,
tormation, catl 721-1622

® FIRST LIGHT

Toesday and Wednesday, July 2324 —
Furst Light will performy at Rick's Cale,
611 Church, Ann Arbor. Far ieformation,

“call 996-2747.

® FAITH HEALERS

Wednesday, July 24 — Faith Heslers
will perform at the Blind Pig. 208 S
Furst, Ann Arbor. For information. call
9968555,

e REDC

Wednesday, Jaly 24 — Hed C will per
form at Alvin's, 5756 Cass. Detrat. For
informauon, call 832255 -

" ® OROBOROS

Thursday, July 25 — Oroboroy will
ck’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann

Arbar. For information, call 996-2747.

@ SUN MESSENGERS

Thursday, July 25 — Sun Messengers
will perform at the Blind Pig. 208 §
First, Ann Arbor. For isformation. cali
996-8555

@ YOODOO CHiLl .
Taursday, July 25 — Voodeo Chilr wili
perform with guests. Strange Bedfellows,
at D, 1815 N Main. Hoyal Oak For in.
formation, call 5B9.3344

@ THE RIGHTEQUS BROTHERS

Thursday, July 25 — The lughteous
Brothers will perform with guests, Gary
Puckelt, at Meadow Brook Music Festi-
val 1 Rochesier. For infurmation. call
3772010

® THE SELECTER

Thursday, July 25 - The Selecler wiil
perforsm with guest, Gangster Fun and
Toys Wont . Berzerk, at Sainl Andrew’s
Hall. 431 E Congress. Deteont. For infor-
mation. call 961-MELT

® THE PALADINS WITH DAVE ALVIN

Thursday, Joly 25 — . The Paladins.
fealuring Dave Alvin, will perfotm at Al-
vin's, 5756 Cass, Detrait For infortna-
lion, call 832-235%

® REGULAR BOYS

Friday. July 26 - Regular Boys will
perfarm at Sully's. 4758 Greenfield
Dearborn For informanen, call 8463920

® DOP HARVEY

Friday, July 26 — Bap llarvey will
perform at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church. Ann
Atbor Far information, call 996-2747

® TOMMIES .
Fridny, Joly 26 - Tommurs will per-

form with guests, October. at (he Ham-

tramek 1'ub, 2048 Camtt, off of 1.75

® JIMMY BUFFETT

Friday sod Katwrday. July 24
Jimmy Butfett will perform with guests,
Fingers Taylor and the ladyhingers Re
siew 8 pmoat The Pine Knob Music The-
atre 1n Clarkston Tickels are §27 50 pa-
vilion and 32050 Jawn For information
cal} 377-8200

® THE GENERALS

Fridny, July 26 ~ The Genetals um
perform at Paycheek’s Lounge, 2932 Can
s(f. Hamtramck  For information. call
BT4.0254

@ JEANNE & THE DREAMS

Friday, July 26 - Jeanne & the
Dreams will petfosm at Bhnd Piy. 208 §
Fint, Ann Arbor Far salormation, call
9962555

® GEORGE BEDARD AND THE
KINGPINS

26 George Redard and
the Kingpine will petform at Atvins.

LOCAL

Here are the (op-10 refrares
air play on “Detroit Music Scens
15 hrard 45 pm Sundays on “um H!
90

1 “Wolves at My Duwr, (\au Heroes
2 “Radio Existence.” G
1 “Black-Eyed Susay lmlunnn of Life
4 “Ianocence Lost,” Chals Heactlon

$ “Tave at the Hamtramek Pub.” vatious
wriists

& “Mary Lou,” The Grins

7. “Roomful of Noses,” Country Hob and
tbe Bloodfarmers

& “When Patti Rocked,” Dave Rave

9 “Seremity,” Thirsty Forest Animals

10 “Work Porsons the Mind.” The Gear

Dave Alvin, member of the
L.A. rockabllly. . outfit The
Blasiers, joina forces The
Paladins for a show Thurs-
day, July 25, at Alvin's.

5746 Cass. Detrart. For In!orn\-lmn call
8322355,

® R.H.FACTOR
Fridsy, July 26 — RH Factor will
tfarm on the Bobto Moonlight Crutse
The boal departs 11 pm_and returns
a.m For ipformation, c2)} 343.0700 or
B43-8800.

® CHISEL BROTHERS

Friday and Sawrday, July 2
Chisel Brothers will perdorn. ot Teds
Pub, 38§ Mawn, Clawwn For infurmin
tion, call 4354755

® LAUGHING HYENAS

Friday, -July 26 — Laughiy Hyenas
and Unsane will perform at Clcb Heidel-
berg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor For infor-
mation. call 9943562

® KING MISSILE

Feiday, July 26 — King Musile will
perform with guests. Majesty Crush, at
Majesuc Theatre.. 4140 Wondward, D |
troft Tickets are $850 \n advance and
$10 at the door. For anlormation. call
833.9300

@ BILL HEID TRIO '

Friday and Saturday, July 26-27 — Bil)
Heid Trio will perform at the Bird of
Paradise, 207 S Ashley, Ann Arbor Fur
informalion. call 662-8310

@ COOE BLUE

Frlday, July 26 - Code Biue will per-
form at Moby Dicks, 5452 Schacler. north
of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn For infor-

.mation. call 384-3650

® WEATHER VANES

Friday, July 26 — Weather Vanes will
perform at the Cross Streel Station, 531
W. Cross. Ypsilanti. For |nlormuuun call

'485-5050

@ HUNTUNES

Friday. Joly 26 — Huntuncs will per.
form at Lilr's 21, 2930 Jacob. off Jos
Campau. Hamtramck For Information,
call BT5-6555.

® MISSIONARY STEW
Satarday, July 27 — Missiorary Stew

. will perform with guests. Funhause. at

Eut Club, 29461 John K. Madisan
Heights Forinformation, call 544-1298

@ FRANK ALLISON AND THE 00D

Saturday, July — Frank Allison and
the Odd Sox will perform at Club Hedel
herg. 215 N Main, Ann Arbor For infor-
mation, call 994-3562

@ DAVE KOZ WITH PHIL PERRY
Saturdsy, July 27 - Dave Koz will
perform with Phal Perry at The Magic
Hag Theatre, 22918 Woodward, Ferndale
Tichels are §12 50 theatre scats, §15 for
cabaret For informanion, call §44-3030

® PINETOP PERKINS
Saturday, July 27 — Pinctop Perkins,
veteran member of the Muddy Waters
Rand. will perform at Sully's, 4758
Greenficld, north of Michigan Avenur,
Dearbarn For information, call B46-1520

® UNCLE JESSIE WHITE
urday, July 27 - Uncle testsie
White will perform at the Atuc Bar.
11667 Jos Campau, Hamtramek For in-
formauion. call 365-4194 .

@ TRINIDAD TRIPOLI STEEL BAND

Saturday, July 27 - Tomdad Tripel
Steed Band will perform at Rick's Cale,
11 Church, Ann Arbar For information,
call 996:2747

® JOHNNY ‘YARD DOG' JONES

Saturday. July 27 — Johnny “Vard
Dog” Jones will perform at Moby Dicks.
5452 Schacfer. Dearbarn For wforma-
tion, cail 581-3650

® BIG CHIEF

Saturday, Joly 27 - Big Chiel wiil per-
form with guests, (1SS and Slot. at
Sarnt Andrew’s Hall. 431 £ Congress, Des
trait For nformauas. call 961-MELT.

® I0N'S ESCORT

Saturday, July 27 - lon's Escort will

Plense turnto Page 4

CUTTING
EDGE

Here are 10 releases in power rotation
on CIMX-FM ' The Cutling Edge ™

1 “Electranic.” Electronle
2 “Peggy Swicide.” Julian Cope
3 “Superstiion Slovtede A the Ban-

shees

4 “Outel Time” REM.
“Hiscuits.” Living Color

6 “Mighty Like lm Hmr

7 “Thelas”

R “Real Lite,” ‘lmplr \llndl

¥ “The Reality of M " Fiskbonr

10 “Life's Too Short \Ilnhl!l Cren.

shaw

Ehvts Contello




