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Hills seeks better answers from Ed|son

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writor

many ruldcnls — particularly in the northwest
sectlon of Farmington Hllls — out of power.

Everyone wants answers from Detroit Edison.
And Farmington Hills residents and elected offl-

clals are na dlfferent.

‘That's why city representatives will clther

make a presentation or send a formal lotter, in-

cluding recommendationa to Improve electrical

service in Hills, to the

lic Service Commission at 2 public hearing Mon-

day, July 28, In Livonia.

“I think we have (o have a constructive ap-
proach (o solve the problem,” City Manager Wil-
Ham Costick safd, referring to recent Detrolt Edi-

son power outages. “What's In the

past. What can we do to improve the situation?”
Monday's short thunderstorm again knocked

The Sunday, July 7, thunderstorm is infamous
this year for belng responsible for power outages
that Detrolt Edisen was unable to flx for. days.
‘The ountages left hundreds of homeowners and
businesses without power.

NURSII\G HOMES In the Farmlnglen area
higan Pub- affected and were forced to or-
der in fast food {or residents and sond clulhing to
laundromats during the outage.

“The frustrations expressed by our restdents
was not as much with the storm,” Costick said.

“I'D LIKE to know where we stand in the peck-
Ing order with other communities,” councilman

q fhlnk we have to

Ll:nrry Lichtman sx;‘id because Farmington Hills

always seems to have eclectrical problems and ’

power outages. P have a constructive
Council at the h to solve

public hearing at 7-9 p.i .m. In the matn foor audi-
torium In Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center

Avenue,

merce, Lansing 48913,

Downed wires, pi

t Is [n the “quency, tree trimming and burying electrical
* lnes underground are items clty o(llclnls want to
discuss with Detroit Edlson. .

with fre-

Residents also arc urged to attend the public
heating or provide written comments to the pub-
lic service commission, Department of Com-

“You're gelting so many dmvrcnl stories,”
Ben Marks sald about.Detrolt Edi-
son’s response to the rash of power outages.

the problem. What's
in the past is in the
past. What can we do
to improve the
situation?’
. - — William Costick
city manager
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read the funnles over.the
ndln (as he did during &
per strike In-

1045). why xhwlé:‘t Farmlogton
Shirley Rlchardson do
lome!hlul
Ma,

slmilar?
yor Richardson, in fact, will

23500 Liberty,
morning o August,
11 a.m. on Aug. 6, 13,20 nnd 27,
o will share her fove of readlng
with youn:ml-'nrml.nzwll and
Parmington
Interested parents should call
the Llbrary at 474-7770 as soon as
posalble for mcrvutlon& :

II)WRY of Flrmlnl-
ton Hm. is happy be en-
tered the Michigan Re-
- nalssance Fuu“l phnln
contest last year.
Two of his phowplpha. entl-
ed *Mask Maker” and “The
Royll Kiss,"* n;m:d‘ st Il.:kd
third, respectively, in the bl -
and-white division.
photos will be on display,
along with the other winners, will
be on display July 29 throuzh
Aug. 18 2t the Grand Atrium Lob-
by of the New Cenler One, Fisher
Bullding, on West Grand Boule-
vard, Detrolt.

winners Sunday, Auvg. 18, at 3
p-m. on the Green Grove Stage at
the Renalssance Festival near
Holly. The festival runs weekends
and Labor Day Aug. 17 through
Sept. 29.

ARMINGTON - offlclals

have a deflnite opinion

of addresses on curhs

. and those wha paint

on the numbera and solicit dona-
tions.

“It is the oplnlon of (Frank
Lavho!f, public safety- director)
that pumbers painted on curbs
* | are not used by the Public Safety
Department ogjother emergency
service provid these pum-
bers usually wear off quickly, are
obstructed . during the winter
months are are further obstruct-
©d by parked cars,” said & recent
comunleation from City Mana-
ger Robert Deadman,

“As a result, numbers painted
on curbg.cannot be relied on and
therefore provide little advnn-
tage to the resldents.”

At & recent meeting, the Farm~
ington City Councll voted 5-0 to
adopt a policy prohibiting the
palaoting of addresses on city
curbs.

The public safely department
has issued a violation to two peo-
ple who were doing just that,
while soliciting donatlons of be-
tween $5-88 without permiulon

AT iE v

"EMORY LANE . —
1951 I-‘lnnh:xlou En:

From the Armmd the Block eol-
umn: “Talk about excitement .
there was plenty of it around u!e

a3 youngaters loaded up for the
annual boat trip to Bob-Lo. All in
all, )t was a big moment for a lot
of mighty fine boys and girls. It
sort of does your heart good to
-sec such carefree excitement Ina
world where most excitement Is
-far from carefree.”

Jtems for Farmington Focus
may be mailed to the Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farm-
tngton Road, Farmingion
48338, or dropped off at the
newspaper office.

Prizes will be awarded to the -

From the July 26,'

Sltes,

SHARON LoMIEUX/31aN phtographar

Jean Fox stands near & casement window with its oval top
— & characteristic of architect Marcus Burrowes who de-
signed the more than 50-year-old house on Biddestone in
Farmington Hlils. The house, one of a handful of estate
houses built along Farmington Road in the 1820s and '30s,
has been accepted Into the State Reglater of Historic

Biddestone house put in
state historic registry

B8y Joanne Maliszowski
staft wrltor

HEN JEAN FOX maved Into her more than
50-year-old, Engllsh Cotswold home in
1968, It was simple, She just put her furnf-

ture In the Farmington Hills house and as-

she says, “that was it."

Her house on Biddestone, cast of Farmington Road,
north of 11 Mile, is the city’s newest addition to the
State Register of Historleal Sites. The house is the 28th
histarle slte in Farmington Hills on the state register.

"You're a part of the culture and history of the state.
It's an acknowledgement,” sald Fox, a Farmington
Hills clty counciiwoman and Jocal historian.

Age Isn’t what makes Fox's house unusual or even

historleally significant. It's the architecture of the
house and the architeet, Marcus Burrowes, that draws
historic altention.

“It is representatlve of a very flne style in architec-
ture that will never be replaced,” said Ruth Mochlman,
chairwoman of the Farmingten Hills Fistorie District
Commission,

" THE INQUSE 1S onc of u small grnup of “fine estate
houses” for weli-to-do families in the 1920s and 1930s,
desjgned by Burrowes along Farmingten Road, Mochl-
man said. .

“Burrowes was a fine artist o3 well as buing an archi-
tect. He was absolutely fantastic in his art.” she said.

The original owner of the huase, Edward Moseman, a
promlnent attorney and philanthropist, and his wife,
Anne, hired Burrowes 10 build the house in 1937,

Moseman was one of the first appaintees 1o the new
Farmington District Library when it was ereated by
state law In 1855,

The house — known as Biddestone — and the street
on which Fex lives are named after the village of
Biddestone In Wiltshire County, England, "Edward
Moseman came from that village,” said Fox, who visit-

«ed the village when she traveled to England.

When Moseman commissioned Burrowes to deslgn
and build the 1%-story housc on the then-40 acres, he
wanled to recreate his heritage in Farminglon Town-
ship.

"He bad this feellng about hls heritage. His branch of
the family had not inherited the manor house (in Bidde-
stone)," Fox said. "You could sit this house right down
in the village and it would fit.”

When you walk up to For's house, you get a distinc-
tive feeling you're walking through a bit of the old Eng-
lish countryslde.

“This house is built llke a Europcan house,” Fox sald.

The steeply-pitehed, side gable house {eatures Bed.
{ford limestone — taken from the old Federal Building

Ploase turn 10 Poge 2

Surrounded by lvy, a cornerstone in the heavy
square li on the

hause boasts the initials of the original owner,
Edward Moseman, one of the first appoinices
to the Farmington District Library in 1955.

Community will mark 125th anniversary in '92

By Casey Hans
stoft writor

The Farmington area will remem-
ber the “good o)’ days™ next year, as
ihe community celebrates the 125th
anplversary of Farmington’s incor-
poration as a village In May,

Dozens of volunteers are already
planning events including a kickofl
reception at the Farmington Historl.
cal Museum, dedicatlon of a com-
memoralive quilt hand-made by
members of the communlty, a “fam-
Ily day" with old-fashloned activities
like square dancing and a chicken
barbecuein Avgust, an 1867 Day™at
the .Community Center during the

-Group will

By Joanne Mallu-'lkl
stalf writer

Terry Scver knows the squeaky
wheel gets the oil.

“1 fecl the senfor lssue always
seems 10 get pushed (o the slde,” said
the Farmington Hills city councll-
man. “The squeaky wheel gets the
ofl. T thought 1'd (urn it around and
siart the wheels squeaking.”

Sever's Idea for an ad hoc commit.
tec devoted entirely to senlor adults'
needs for o permanent activities
center got the city council’s blessing
Monday night.

*“I feel 1t's very necessary for usto
work In the direction of providing a
permancnt facillty for our senlors,”
Sever sald.

The recent passage of a special
parks and recreation millage makes

summer and a historle homes tour in
the fall,
“I'm exeited, I really am,”, sald
Farmlngton Mayor Shirley Rlchard-
son, who initlated’ the idea for the
celebratlon and is chairing the steer-
ing committee for the festivities.

“I think it's going 1o turn Into
more of a celcbration than we
thought it would.”

OTHER COMMUNITY and civic
groups are also geiting Into the act,
with the Farmington/Farmington
Hills Chamber of Commerce plan-
ning the 125th Anniversary as a
theme {or next year's Founders Fes-
tlval, and area business groups being

encouraged to coordinate their ac-
tivities with those being planned.

Schools will also be asked to help
celebrate Farmington's anniversary
during Michlgan Week in mid-May.

The idea for the 125th Arniver-
sary came as Richardson and other
city officlals planned a small birth-
day party for another city anniver-
sary earlier this year.

“All of a sudden, this 1867 date
popped out,” she said.
stood out, as we were talking about
llu cll) s 65th (anniversary of city-

ood)."

Smcc her term as mayer will ex-

pire this year and she will cuntinue

as a council member, Richardson

study senior issues

‘I feel the senior issue always seems-to
gel pushed to the side. The squeaky

wheel gefs the oil.’

—Terry Sever
Hills city councilman

thls an appropriate time to scarch
for a senior adult facillty, Sever
sald. During the eight years of the
special hatf-mill tax, $3 million will
be devoted to the purchase or lease
of a senior facitlty.

The ad hoc scnlors committee
comes on the heels of two ather ad
hoc committees the councll created
tn June. One committee Ls devoted to

developing plans for a youth sports
park — maost likely on the 90-some
acre ald sod farm on Eight Mile
Road. The city has applied for a
state grant to buy the land.

ANOTHER COMMITTEE iy de-
voled to the controtversial Peltz-

“It realty

felt she would have plenty of time to
work on the project.

MANY PEOPLE have encouraged
the idea of celebrating the founding
of the community becatse of the rich
history here, she said. .

Although the tiving descendants of
the Farmington founders will be
honered during the 1992 celebration,
“the idca is to involve as many peo-
ple In the xommunity as possible,”
Richardson said.

AMONG THE planned actlvitles:
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what’s inside

Bullding scene.
Buslness. . . .
Cable connoctlon .
Classltieds. . . . .
Index. . . . ..

Auto ., ... L.
Realestate . . . .
Employment . . .
Creatlvoliving . . . . .
Crossword puzzlo . . .
Entertainmont . . . . . 58
Obitupries . . . . . . . 6A
Oplnlon

Sports. . . ... ... 1B

CLASSIFIEDS . .591-0900
CIRCULATION .591-0500

Observer & Eccentric
Classifleds Work!

RESULTS

when you want to sell.
Use
O & E Classified Ads!

One call does it allf
WAYNE COUNTY
591-0900 -
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