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Pewabic Pottery keeps pace with I|festyles

By Joan Boram
spoclal writer

“We had been glven a flood of the
commonplace, the crude and the un-
lovely. That Is why It was impartant
for the individual craftsman to keep
working and to keep hls place In the
community, to train our cyes to rec-

ognlze the fine things.”

‘These words could have been spo-
ken yesterday, but in truth they ex-
pressed (he philosophy of Mary
Chase Stration, when she founded
Pewabie Pottery in 1903,

Today, Pewabic Pottery, one of
only two such facilitics In the coun-
1y, Is springing to renewed e with

Boston Pops at

Meadow

The Boston Pops Esplanade Or-
chestra, led by British conductor
Harry Rabinowitz, will perform at
1he Meadow Brook Musie Festival in
Rochester Hills at 8 p.m. Tuesday,
July 30.

The concert, sponsored lucally by
the Cadillac Motor Car Divislon, is
part of a 10-city natsonal summer
tour that includes perfurmances at
major American music festivals,
July 26 through Aug. B. MCI is the
corparate sponsor of the Boston
Pops Esplanade Orchestra 1991 Na-
tional Tour.

The varied program Is highlighted
by music from the Broadway stage,
including a tribute to Leanard Bern-
in that features sclections {rom
“West Side Story” and "On The
Town,” and a trilogy of sangs from
Andrew Lloyd Wchbcrs “Cats™ and
vEvita.”

ALSO FEATURI;I) are two works
by Boston Pops Conduetor John Wil-
liams — “Celebrate Discovery'.” a
Ianfare writlen to commemorate the
500th anniversary of the 1492 dis.
covery voyages and onc of his best-
known picces, the “Ralders March”
(Indiana Jones theme).

Rabinowitz will also conduct two
popular Jight classical works: Offen-
bach's Overture to "Orpheus in the
Underworld” and Chabrier's “Espa-
na Rhapsody;” the theme frem his
score for the popular PBS serles
"Rellly, Ace of Spies™: a medley of
Beatles tunes: and Gershwin's rous-
ing “Strike Up the Bapd.”

The program concludes with one
of 1he Boston Pops “signature” med-
leys, “All Aboard!," a nostalgic trib-
ute ta American railroading.

Prior ta the concert and during in-
termission, patrons arc invited to
stop by the MCl1 Camng Booth locat-
¢d inside the main entrance gate to
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Come home to. Prlvacy
Brighton's tinast condo’s from *125,000...
“with private courtyards and wooded ravines

Brook

make a complimemtary 3-minule
telephonie call. For tickets, call the
box olfice, 377-2010,

The Boston Pops gave its first con-
cert over a ceniury ago, with pro-
grams that comblned light classicn)
music, tunes from the musical the-
ater and an occasional novelty num-
ber. For many years, the history of
the Pops was linked with the name
of Arthur Fiedler, who became [ts
conductor in 1930.

FIEDLER'S DREAM of establish-
ing a series of free outdoar orches.
tral concerts for the people of Bos-
ton became a reality in 1928, when
he organized the first Esplanade
Concerts, presented on the banks of
the Charles River, The Boston Pops
Esplanade Orchestra Is making its
fourth United States tour this sum-

oy Bt
Rabinowitz has been a leadg fig-
ure in the worlds of musical theater,
radie, televislon, concerts and film
in England for severa) decades, as
well as a popular guest conducter
with the leading London orchestras.
He has performud annually with the
Boston Pops since his debut with the
ensemble In 1985.

He records extensively for Sany-
Columbia, RCA Victor and several
European labels. He conducted the
world premieres of iwo Andrew
Lloyd Webber stage hits, "Cats” and
“Song and Dance,” and was the mu-
slc supervisor for the Paris produc-
tion of “Cats.”

His television and film credits as
music director and conducter In-
clude the Academy Award-winner
“Chariots of Fire,” “Muslc Box,”
“Lord of Flies," “The Bostonlans,”
“Shirley Valenilne” and many oth-

ers.
For tickets, call 377-2010.

commissions from nationally ac-
claimed archliccts such as Michael
Graves,

Graves recenily commissloned
45,000 pieces of the handmade archl-
tectural tlles from the Detrolt atel-
ir for a private residence In New
York State.

I's casy to associate Pewabic
with the monumental — the Guardi-
an Building, Cranbrook, Mecadow
Brook Hall and the Juminous Cadll-
lac Center People Mover station.

But a new generatlon of homeown-
ers, perhaps in reaction to deslgner-
manufactured “looks” or ersatz
“country,” is recognizing that hand-
crafted Pewabic tiles add both
warmth and clegance to any situa-
tion or architectural style,

SOMETIMES THE tiles are used
in a traditional situation such as a
kitchen countertop, a floor or a
splashboard that continues .all
around the room. Since they are
practically indestructable, Pewabic
tiles are popular for family room
foors. And, of course, they are often
used 1o adorn a fireplace.

But even in traditional situations,
the Impact of Pewabic extends far
beyond the commonptace. In Bir-
mingham, for example, a local gal-
lery owner, who can certainly pick
and choose among the best of the
decorative arts, has just one piece of
art In the bedroom of her new resi-
dence, a Pewabic fireplace.

Stark? Hardly.

“It's really very sensuous,” says
Anat Shiftan, Pewabic production
coordinator, "We used six rows of 3
by 3 lustrous iridescent tiles. The
colors change according to the way
the light strikes them, Sometlmes
they seem to be grecnish,

the owners wanted Lo add the glamor
of Pewablc tiles to an exlsting fire-
place, but they dida’t want anything
spectacular,

“Since the fireplace surround was
already white, we added the masks
of comedy and tragedy, one at either
end of the surround, with a row of
flat white tiles In between. The mask
tiles are also white and very dramat-
ic, but they don't dominate the set-
ting. Onc of the masks was deslgned
by Eero Saarinen, the other by Mary
Chase Stratten.”

HOT TUBS, wet bars and powder .

rooms, not exactly old-timey resi-
dential fealures, are natural areas
for Powable tiles. Often, the tiles are
used as counterpoint to other mate-
rials, such as marble, glass or wood.

“We communicate very closely
with the client and the designer, if
there [s one,” says Shiftan, ' They are
involved not only in the design pro-
cess, but we Invite them to come
down and look at thelr tiles when
they've come out of the kiln. People
love the idea of panlclpa:lon‘ It's a
unique experience for them.”

For do-it-yourself types or those

wha just feel that life is enriched by

a féw picces of beautiful, em!

tile, Jacobson's Birmingham store
offers a representative selection of
embossed Pewable tiles. The store
was caught by surprise by the suc-
cess of the picces.

“We've only been carrying them
since May,” says gift shop manager
Toni Hagenian, “and we've reor-
dered them four times. The display
always 100ks a little sparse =~ that's
because they-sell as quickly as we
get them in. Our customers buy B-10
picces aln tIme.

purplish or gold.

“And, of course, by firellght, the
tiles seem ta flicker and blaze along
with the flames.

“In another fireplace (n Franklin, .

they're a
kitchen and want to incorporate
picces of Pewabic with commerclal
tiles. One customer wanted some for
a taundry room. And a designer who
was installing a ceillng-high brick

Grandmo,

\-OVES

Yer NEwW
Condominivm.

It has a screen porch, vaulted ceilings. a carport. all appliances.

beautiful landscaping and lots of eviras, plus ather nice Grand-
mas live thete, too! She likes the location off Middlebelt, just
south of i1 Mile Read because everything is so close. Bring your
Grandma 1o visit Pendleton Club today.”

- From *69,900

474-9211

VALLEYVIEW An

necnon to tho hote! and

GRAND TRAVERSE RESORT

atfordable one-bedroom  con-
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GOLFVIEW Step oul your door la thn beauty and
challenge of the resert golf course from thi
tive ono-bodroom condominium. Full kitchen,
aterntic valug at $89.500
SHORES/WOODLAND Located in a wooded set-
ting with Acmo Creok at your door; this great one-
bedroom unit gives you all the benelts of ownor-
ship at ibe Shorus Beachlront complex Access to
the beach club. pool and hol tub A great valua at

attrac.
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Tudor,

Locatent 8 euias rarthenst
€ tenveraw Cily

Granﬂ Teayerse Village.,
M) 43610-0235

1.800-748-0303, Ext. 5438

E ot AN
ROCHESTER HILLS

4 bedroom, 2
central
suite with 2 walkein dasets, tiled bath,
inground heated pool an cul-dessac.
Approximately 2400 sq. ft.$154,900.

2 bath, brick and wood

air, oversized  master

h thoer

652-2536

mantel over an existing fireplace
bought several pieces. The fireplace
had Pewabic tiles and he wanted to
Include some in the brickwork of the
new mantel.

“THE ONES with scenes from
children’s storles — the Three Bears,
Three Bllly-goats Gruff, Alice In
Wonderland and others, are very
popular far children's rooms.

“And, of course, the ‘Michlgan’ tile
is very popular as a glft item for out-
of-lown visltors,”

Many of the motlfs on the em-
bossed tifcs are drawn from nature

the
MICHIGAN GROUP

— anlmals, trees, binh. flowers, but
there are also abstract pal.lems and
some insplred by Mayan themes.
They are luihblc ina vnficky of
colors and sizes, in matte and glazed
finishes.

A complete selection of embassed
tiles Is available at Pewablc Pottery. .

To Aug. 17, an exhlbit of recent
Pewabic architectural installations,
including tile boards and photo- *
graphs, will be on display at Pewa-
bic Pottery, 10125 E. Jefferson Ave.,
Detrolt. Hours are 10 a.m. to § p.m.
Tuesday-Saturday. Call 822-0954 for
Information.

West Bloomficld
office

851-4100
7439 Middlebelt
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Interested in a career in Real Estate?
Contact Steve Leibhan, Sr. Vice President, at 8514100,

THE SIGN OF SUCCESS with oflices in:
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