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MOVING PICTURES

Fox, DFT face off
with special films

By John Monaghan
spoclal wriler

There's a [rlendly battle raging
thls weekend and Detroft-area film
fans will come out the winners.

The Detrolt Fllm Theatre beglns
Its 19th year with the acclaimed
“Angel at My Table,” while the Fox
Theatre concludes its summer fllm
setles by inviting the Detroit Sym-
phony Orchestra and organist Dennis
James to perform l!oug with: the
1922 silent “Robin Hood."

Dennis James, a nationally-re-
nowned musiclan and distributor of
stlent film classics, will arrive early
this week Lo rehearse with two sepa-
rate orchestras, Seven screeningy
wlll occur from Thursday through:

* Sunday, with James present at every
ane.

"“Thls s the lengest runof a fiimIn
such a condensed Ume Lhat I've ever
done,” sald James, who llves In
Berkley, Callf. “Thls Is actually the

way organists had to work in the o} .

*“Robin Hood doesn't even appear un-
Gl the second hall, but once he does,

" the film really takes off.”

In 1922, “Robin Hood" was the
most expenslve film ever made, with
the castle reported as the largest set
ever constructed In Hollywood.

“People were much more into ex.
periencing fllm . on a spectacle
level,” James said. “The castle itself
was enobgh to sustain people’s inter-

Farther north down Woodward, at
the Detroit Institute of Arts, the De-
troit Film Theatre has been glven
the go-ahead for Its new season.
State budget cuts to institutions llke
the DIA made the plcture look pretty
grim for the clty’s premier alterna-
tive film venue.

THE SEASON opens thls weekend
with “An Angel at My Table,” the
brlllfantly cenceived new fllm about
New Zealand writer Janct Frame.
Director Jane Camplon (“Sweetle”)
palnis a memorable portrait of a
woman whose - introversion and

was for mental

days. It will be work

(his hard and sec how I hold up.”

* “Robln Hood,” which stars Doug-
las Falrbanks Sr., was previously
screened at The Fox In 1982, with
James accompanled by the 38-mem-
ber Ann Arbor Chamber Orchestra.

* "The performance befare was ba-
sically for peaple enthused about (he
pipe organ,” he said. “Now, riding on
the success of the Kevin Costner
fitm, 1t wlll be marketed with all the
mechanlzations of The Fox Theatre
orsaniuuun to bring it to a wider

_audlence.”* .

.JAMES MADE his theater organ
debut in 1967 at the old Senate The-
atre on Woodward. He now makes

' regular tours to citles, such as Aus-
tln and San Francisco, where silent
fllms with live musical accompani-
ment are part of the regular sym-
‘phony series.

His company, “Stlent Film Con-
certs,” was formed to preserve the
art form with archival prints and

original scores, The music for “Ro- .

bln Hood," written by Victor Scher-
tinzinger, was commissloned by
Falrbanks.

James ‘admits that musie has to
carry the fllm through a palnfully
slow first half. .

*There's a lot of pageaniry and cs-
tablishing of characters,” he said.

{liness,

- While DFT curator Elliot Wilhelm
healtates to describe his rationale
behlnd choosing Indlvidual films, he
does admit, “we have these titles
here because we think they're good.
And If each one lsn't a masterwork,
then they at least deserve the light of
day.”

Among the more Intrigulng titles,
“The Vanishing" (1888) Is a devilish
tittle’ thrilter from the Netherlands
about a woman’s disappearance and
her lover's obsession with discover-
Ing what happencd to' her. It plays
Aug. 23-25.

“The Killer" (1980}, by Hong Kong
cult director John Woo, stages cla-
borately campy shootouts and action
scenes wlth the breakneck pace that

" has put the country’s flims on the

magp. It sereens Nov. 2223,

In the controverslal “Polsion”
{1930, director Todd Haynes adapts
& trio of Jean Genet playlets with
refevance to the AIDS virus. Look
for it Oct. 25-26. .

A tribute to the late John Cassa-
vetes unrecls for [lve weeks in Octo-
ber and November, highlighting the
best of the independent writer/dlrec-
tor’s work,

“CASSAVETTES HAS not only
been unavallable theatrically, but
these films aren't on video ejther,”

Douglas Fairbanks 8r. not only played the lead .
role in the silent version of “Robin Hood,” he

sald Wilhelm. “There's no way for
the new xcm:rallun to discover Cas-
savetes’ work.”

A new 35mm print of Jean-Luc

Godard’s 1960 “Breathless” (Sept.
20-22) remains the season highlight
for vintage movie bulls. The free-
wheeling French New Wave classic,

‘Next.of Kin’ is blah like a rice cake

I've always thought that movies.

are kind of like food. Movies have
dlfferent flavors and textures.

Good movles are rich and satisfy-
ing. Some are old favorites like com-
fort food, while others are exotic or
taste expandlng. Some movies are
mental junk food you might not ad-
mit to liking.

Bad films Jeaving you fecling sort
of empty, especlally if you just
kissed five bucks goodbye Lo see it
Really lame or offenslve movies
leave a bad taste in your mouth.

THEN THERE are movies like
*Next of Kin." It falls into that rice
cake category. It doesn't taste like
much and you don'L remember it aft-

erward,

Patrick Swayze plays a Kentueky
native, working in Chicago as a po-
llce detective. His younger brother Is
working In the blg elty but ts torn
between Swayze, who has moved
Into an urban lifestyle, and another
brother, Interestingly played by Irish
actor Liam Necson, who has re-
turned to their boyhood home,

The plot of the film s riggered by
the murder of the youngest brother
durfng a truck hijacking and the el-
forts of the surviving brothers (a
find the killers.

pass the popcorn

‘24 LeAnne Rogers

Actually, it doesn't take much of
an effort. Somchow Swayze just sort
of knows through police osmosis who
was responsible although he can't
prove anything. Neeson figures it out
by watching the trucking business
and then breaking in to threaten the
mobster employees.

'AYZE STARTS out giving Nee-
son the cxpected speeches about let-
Ung the police do their jobs rather
than kinfolk trylng to exact good old-
fashloned justice, We know which
one the brothers wili choose, even i
ong of them knows better.

This film aboul famlly obllgations
and avenglng relatives seems to be
sending mixed messages, The bad

- guy mob boss follows the same cre-

dos as the good guys. And no one
scems to notlce that the vendetta
cycle will never end as long as there
are relatives to promulgate It

The Inevitable showndown with

Do you need legal

the bad guys takes place In a ceme-
tery. For some miag boggling rea-
son, Swayze takes on the mobsters
when he Is armed with bows and ar-
rows and big knlife.

Let's think this through. Guys
armed with automatle weapons that
have lighted scopes — don't ask me
what kind of gun but they looked ex
tremely lethai — and I'm going to
show up alone to play Robln Hood. I
don't think 50. Homey don't play
that.

T was kind of warned In advance
that “Next of Kin” did streich your
abllity to suspend disbellel. A local

police officer, himselfl a transplant-

ed Kentuckian, scoffed over a bus- -
load of snakes being brought up for .

the big finale. He sald those old boys
would have AK-47s and heavy fire-
power. I'll take his word for that.

‘THE BEST scenes take place
when Swayze's character and his
wlle return to Kentucky with his
brother's body, He realizes his chole-
©s (o leave the famlly's traditional
life have made hlm more of a
stranger to his famlly than hls wife,
whom they've never med,

Walking around his ald stomping
grounds, Swayze looks like the city
cousin come for a visit. Neeson lells

. Swayze be's no longer part of the

famlly: “In your heart you're just a
cop from the hills.”

One thing I found simultancously
offensive and puzzling was the
steady onslaught of invectlve and de-
rogatoery remarks almed at “hlllbll-
ties” throughout much of the flim.

Auto Securily Systems
sm 95

HORNE T

715T includes: sggoo

Model 7857

d Victor Scher ‘to

write the musical score.

which stars Jean-Paul Befmondo
and Jean Scberg, has long been scen
In washed-out public domaln prints.

The DFT has softened its budget
blows through a fund-raiser earlier
this month at The Fox. The opening
night of “Spartacus” netted the DFT
between $6,000-9,000. Withelm hopes
that colaboratlons with The Fox will
become o regular part of DFT fund-
raising efforts,

And If The Fox and DFT have blg

screenings on the same weekend, no
matter, according to Wilhelm. "An
Angel at My Table” fs playing for
twa weekends.

Besldes, according ta the curator,
“when you're on a good moviegolng
binge, therc’s no rcason why you
can't go te onc movic one night, an
other the next.”

SCREEN
SCENE

CITY WIDE CINEMA, Wayne State ’
C Arts :

Cass between Kirby and Ferry Mall. Cal)
746-3303 for information. (§5; $3.50 stu-

)

AIDS documentaries ~ *“Paosltive” and
"Slience = Death™ share a dmlbl: blil a1
7:30 p.am Aug. 3.

Directed by Rosa von Praunheim, both
films document the struggle between
homosexuals and the dreaded d
while reflecting 00 an uncaring, apathet-
Ic society and government. “Sllence =

th" focuses on the artislic communl-
ty, lncludlnl interviews with Kelth ffar.
ing, Allen Glasberg, David Wo]l\lm'ltx

" and others.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward, Detrolt. Call 333-2323 for In-
formation. (§3)

“An Angel at My Table™ (New Zealand
— 1990),7 p.m. Aug. 2-3and 9-10and 1, 4
and 7 p.m, Aug. 4 and 11,

From Jane Camplon,. the dlrector of
“Sweetle,” comes thls moving biography
of New Zealand writer Janel Frame,
whose terminal shyness was disgnosed as
schizophrenta. Despite eight years of hos-
plialization and shock treatment, she em-
erged as one of ihe country’s premier au.

. thors, Briltlantly done.

FOX THEATRE, 2211 Woodward, De-
trolt. Call 567-600 for Informatlon. ($10}

“Robin Hood" (USA — 1922). 8 pm.
Aug. 1-2, 1, 4:30 and 8 pm. Avg. 3 and
4:30and 8 p.m. Aug. 4.

The Detrolt Symphony Orchestra and
organist Dennts James perform the origi-
nal score in tandem with a screening of
“Robln Hoed,” the 1922 sllent eplc star-
ring Douglas Fairbanks Sr. A rare treat
concluding the Fox's summer {1Itm series.

- ENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI
BRARY, 13871 Michigan Avenue, Dear.
born. Call 943-233¢ lor information
(tree)

“Nothing Sacred (USA ~ 1937),7 pm.
July 29, The classle serewball comedy

- stars Carole Lombdard a3 a small:town
glrl who is glven the time of her life In

New York by a large ncwspaper that
hopes 1o galn publicity by followlng the
“last weeks™ of her llfe. Scripted by Ben
Hecht. ‘As part of a summer series n!
movle comedies.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mite and
Middlebelt, Livonia. Call 478-1166 for In-
formatlon. (free)

“Logan's Run" (USA — 1976). 10 am.
July 30. In the not-so-distant lulnu, soci-
ety belleves that you must “repew” your
Life at age 30, Michacl York plays & po-
lice officer who tracks down “rungers”
who attempt 1o llve oulslde the protec:
tive dome. With Peter Ustinav as 2 cur-
mudgeon and Farrah Fawceit-Majors, at
he helght of her popularity. The final
{f1im tn a monthlong tribute to sclence flc-
tlon,

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE, 12918
Woodward Avenve, Ferndale. Call 540-
0660 for more informallon. ($4)

“The Buddy Holly Story” (USA -
1976), 8 pm. July 30 Gary Busey takes
an the unlikely role of Buddy Holly with
amazing conviction and depth

MICHIGAN TIHEATRE, 16301 E. LIt
erty, Ann Arbor. Call 963-86%0 for infor-
matlon. (§5; $3.50 students and senlor cit- *
lzens}

*Ju Dou” (China — 1990), through Aug
4 (call for show times). The first Chinese
film nominated for an Oscar. is thly
steamy tale of a married woman's traglc
atfair with her husband's adopted neph-
ew.

~— John Munayghan

HELP IS JUST
A PUNCH
b AWAY!

help, but don’t know
where to turn?

Join 1ha mara than 2 million people who have chosen Hyall Legal Services to
help (hem with Iheit fegal matters

_Forjust $20. 2 Hyatt Legal Services attotney will analyze your sduaton,
* explain your righls. point oul your ophions and recommend a course of acten
Ofien’times, an initial consuftation will be 3l you need to solve your problem
And for cases ke divprce. banksuptcy, accidents or wills, wo'lt grve you a written
slalement up lront, 50 you'l know exactly whal the feg willbe -

Personal attantion. Reasanabie fees. Neighbathood locations. Evening and
Saturday hours. Hyatt Legal Sarvices. A good idea that just keeps getiing better
You have my word on 4!

Caflus for an appointmant today.

LIVONIA WESTLAND
18778 Middlebell 6066 N. Wayne Rd
471-5300 595-1915
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) GOT LEGAL QUESTIONS?
CALL ATTORNEY JOHN MOONEY ON HIS NEW
LEGAL TALK SHOW. . .

“YOU AND THE LAW”

ON WCAR 1090 AM
INFORMATION RADIO
EVERY THURSDAY 8 AM-9 AM
HELPFUL LEGAL ADVICE
CALL 525-1680

Prossure, Deadlines. The hoss contlnues to breathe

down your neck and hover over your desk. Don't tell

him to take a hike.

Yelling. Screaming. Fighting. Your off-spring aro

driving you off your rocker. Don't lock them out and

throw away the Key.

Lot us smooth out the rough spots.

CD 102.7-FM, WXCD Is Du!mll s.new radlo station. We -
. play the ab , around. WXCD

featuros music that Is roluinu but neveor baoring. Frash,

oxclting music. From artists like Konny G, Goorge

Benson, Spyro Gyra, Steely Dan, Paul Slmon, Basia,

Pat Metheney, Anlta Baker and Ear! Klugh. Tho nowost

muslc without all the hype and talk.

When life’s anxlous little moments start to get on your

norves, don’t punch a wall. Punch us up,

Retax and enjoy.

DETROIT’S NEW RADIO STATION.

WXCD
102 7 FM

KmootiSoundA

HYATT LEGAL smmcg&_



