Monday, July 20, 1081 OLE

(QI5A

Board to be selective for Lanni replacement

By Pat Murphy
staff writer .

Over the last flve years, two of
flve Oakland County rond commis-
sloners have been subject to prison

sentences.

Understandably, the people who
appolnt them — the Oakland County
Board of Commissloners - plan to
be mare sclectlve.

“We're golng to take our time re-
viewing appllcants,” said Commis-
sloner Roy Rewold, R-Oakland
Townshlp. “We wani to. get some-
body with credentials™ and Integrity.

Numerous people bave expre
interest In the vacancy created on

the Road Commilssion of anlnnd
County by the resignation of James
E. Lanni, 18, of Royal Oak.

Lannl, who faces a llkely prison
sentence after pleading no contest to
charges he twice raped a 15-year-old
babysitter, formally resigned Thurs-
day in a terse leiter to the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners.
The resignation was an abrupt turn-
about for Lannj, who carlier in the
week  notified commissloners  he
wanted 1o continue serving on the
board, possihly until Sept. 24, when
he is to be sentenced in Oakland Clr-
cuit Court.

Lannl's

‘The job (of road commissioner) has
gotten too big. There’s too much

money involved.’

— Commissioner Roy Rewold
on selecting next appointee

tiate legal proceedlngs to oust him
from the road commilssion — was
willingly accepted. “That's a reltef,”
sald Commluloner Thomas A. Law,

-Wesi worried that a

as commissioners were abaul to Ini-

compl!calcd legal dlspute might be

needed 10 oust Lanal.
LAW AND FELLOW commisslon-

er David L. Moftitt, R-Farmington *

Hllls, are both lawyers. They were
also concerned about the legal con-

'GOP welcomes Murphy back to duty

County Exccutive Danle! T, Mur-
phy recelved a warm round of ap-
plause when he walked Into a Repub-
llcan caucus meeting before Thurs-
day’s mecting of the Qakland County
Board of Commlsstoners.

It was the first GOP caucus Mur.
phy has attended since Jan. §, when
he suffered the flrst of two disabling
strokes that left him with slurred

of the.

speech and limited
right arm and leg.

Murphy smiled and acknowledged
the greeting from his fellow Republl-
cans. He did not take the podium
during the caucus or the two hour
board of commissioners mecting.
But he talked privately with county
officials and other well-wishers,

The 67-year-old executlve still has

some talking. But he ap-
pears Lo have regalned full use of his
right arm and Ieg and has discontin-
ued therapy.

“I've becn In the office regularly,”
Murphy said. "Mostly on a hal{-day
basls. But I've always been Ln con-
tact.” .

Through much of hls stx-month
disability 'Murphy was in contact

wlth his office vla telephonc. He also
held staff meetings at his' Sylvan
Lake home.

"It's good to be back,” he said.

Later in the day Murphy and his
wife, Caroline, attended a fund-ra-
Iser for Republican county commis-
sloners at Roma Hall in Bloomfield
‘Township.

Board for ‘freedom of expression’

By Tim Richard
statf weiter

A student “Ireedom of ¢xpression”
blil got a minor boost in Lansing
with a 5-3 endorsement by the State
Board of Educatlon.

The bl would protect student
publications, theatrical events, bul-
letin boards, petltions and buttons.

It also would protect a faculty
adviser (rom discharge or transfer
by.a principal secking to “suppress

or interfere with the frec expression -

rights.”

The actlon was good news in the
office of state Rep. Lynn Jondahl, D-
Okemos, sponsor of House BIIl 4565.
The blll is still waiting hearings in
the House Judiclary Commitiee,
.which could take place in the fall.

Among area lawmakers who are

On Page 38 of the
Sears . July 28-31
advertising section
you may have re-
ceived through the
mail, there is an er-
ror. We incorrectly
illustrated Freezer
#20328. The item
is available for pur-
chase as described
and priced. We re-
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co-sponsors are Denocrats Justine
Barns of Westland, James Kosteva
of Canton, Maxine Berman of Sauth-
field and Republican Jan Dolan of
Farmington Hills.

“UNACCEPTABLE," said the two
Republican members of the state
board who voted no

“Freedom of speech stops some-
times, and young people need direcs

said Marilyn Lundy of Grosse
. “We give 100 much leeway or
license to young people,” she said,
hlnxmng the trend for 20 years o(
olence, promiscuity and drugs.”
unacceptable to eliminate
strative) review,” sald Dick

Grand Rapids businessman
s picked for the ticket in 1990
-Gov John Engler.

“Democrat Gumeeindo Salas of
Zast Lansing voted no for the oppo-
¢ reason Bourd suppert was too
soft, and constraints on free speech
too large, bie said

THE BILL would make supervised
students responsible for the content
of publicaticns, limited by the laws
of obscenity, delamation and dlsrup-
tion of school conduct.

They must have a  faculty
adviser,” noted member Annctta
Milter, D-Huntington Woods

“There's no problem. This blll s
very carefully drafted.”

“The school district has the oppor-
tunity to not sponsor a publication,”
added Barbara Roberts Mason,
Lansing.

Also sn;zporung the bill were pres-
ident Dorothy Beardmore, R-Ro-
chester Htills, Cherry Jacobus, R-
Grand Rapids, and Barbara Du-
mouchelle, R-Grosse Ile.

THE BILL was sought by a state-
wide student press

student expression.”

An identical Senate bil) (201) has
had no committee actlon. It is spon-
sored by John Kelly, D-Grosse
Pointe, and co-sponsored by David
Honigman, R-West Bloomficld

ON OTHER legistative bills, the
State Board of Education tock these
positions:

o Supported HB 4419 (by Rep.
Gordon Sparks, R-Troy) to clarify

though [t also applles Lo al) forms of
students’ artistic and publle expres.
sion.

It was prompted in part by the

US. Supreme. Court’s “Hazelwood” *

deciston. That decislon allowed ad-
ministratlve censorship when a
school publication Is deemed a “su-
pervised learning expertence’
rather than a public ferum pmu:ctcd
by the Bill of Rights.

Many school boards rv:pam-dly fa-
vor the Jondahl blll. But it ls opposed
by-the Michigan Associatlon of Sec-
ondary School Principals.

School boards and administrators
would be glven protection from both
criminal.ard civil Habillty for stu-
dent expression ~ unless those gov-
eramental officlals have “altered or
interfered with the content of the

Lustra Wall*
Custom Porch
Enclosures

Special order

your chair or
sofa & get it
in 35 davs!

“Furniture
lQHJT(I!ﬂ!ph Rd. * Dioom(leld Hills

. af Casl's Golfland
vz Mlle N. of Square Lake

338-7716

CHRISTMAS
/

< l‘rlm:dlv Evarythung

DON'T MiSS 1T
Fhe Doll Fospidal
& Toy Soldter Skop

Best Selection of Ouality Dalls & Tors.

3947 W. 12 Mile Ad., Berklay
M.Sot. 10-5, Frl. 10.3 113

CHRISTMAS
IN JULY

20%

& over
w0000 tens Slmevﬂde
Phe Dotll Hoopiral

& Toy Sotdter Shop

FINAL DAYS...
DON'T MISS IT!

3947 W. 12 Mde » Berkicy + 543 3415
Mon -SaL 105 Fn 108

ny it « Eree Estishates

Factory/Showroom

wme 10 538-6288

W,\ Simply Beautiful

T A Local Michian Manutactuses

Patio Door Sales, Inc.

25461 W Seven K Ra.. Aeatord Twp , M) 48240

We Do On.Site Repairs

Compare the rest
we’re still the best!

interost 1atos as of 7:17-91

MONEY MARKET RATES

Franklin Savings Bank

b of Sotic.t

6.00

L0

S0C

iffecitve Annual Yield

6.59*

S0 et manionm balane ADgher faes aatabbe dor longed e

Invared

For information, call 358-5170

Santhtickl

Birmingham

Grosse Fonte Woods

flnance law by
board candidates from reporting ex-
penses of less than $1,000 in districts
with 2,400 pupils or less.

* Opposed 1B 4591 (o Rep. Bar-
bara Dobb, R-W

cerns

ny for mbconducl nol related to hh
performance of dutles — particular-
ity when he pleaded no-contest.

A no-contest plea s treated as an
acknowledgement of guilt, even
though the defendant does not admilt
the charges.

Even so, somc commissioners
were concerned the technlcal dlffer-
ence between the two pleas might
create a loophole with which Lanni
could contest his removal. Some, in-
cluding the county's legal counsel
were concerned Lanni might be able
1o delay his removal for as Jong as a
year, even though he would ikely be
in prison for some of that time.

Rewold, chalrman of the board,

. dissolved all concern, however, when

he announced that Lanni's resigna-
tion was effective “immediately.”
Lanni's salary, health insurance and
other fringe benefits are siopped, he
said. His county-owned car Is belng
returned.

Lanni, who served on the county
board of commissioners for 10 years,
was appointed to the road commis-
sian in 1989, shortly after losing a re-
election bid in 1988,

He 1s the second Oakland County
road commissioner to Tun into se-
rious trouble with the law witkin
five years.

IN OCTOBER 1988, John Gnaw
Jr. of Bloomfield Township resigned
from the road commission after
pleading geilty in federal court to 1n-
fiuence peddling. He was subse-
quently sentenced to federal prison.

Gnaw ran a successful public rela.
tions ftrm when appointed to the
road commission in 1975, as well as

. the finance chaisman for Dasle) T.

Murphy's successful “election bid for
county executive the previous year. -

In discussing a possible replace-
ment for Lanni, Rewold did not men-
tion Gnaw. He merely said he and
other commissloners intend to be
“highly selective.

“The job has goiten too big."
Rewaold said, “there’s too much mon-
cy involved.”

Commissioner Lawrence R. Per-
nick. D-Southiicld, said that means,
among other things, less emphasis on

restore 372 mlllion in cnlcgorlul
state aid to out-af-formula districts
Some 51 districts are suing to recov-
er the money, which the Legistature
first approved and then “recap-
tured *

The money has already been given
to in-formuta districts, and a Depart-
ment of Education stalf recommen-
dation sald there is no replacement
money. Dobb’s blll is co-sponsored
by suburban Republicans Lyn
Bankes of Livonia, Michael Bouc-
hard of Birmingham, Tom Middleton
of Ortonville and Sparks of Troy.

political with more con-
cern about expertise and compe-
tence.

“We want someone who knows
roads,” sald Pernick, of

In Troy and Republican politics in
.the 1Bth Congressiona) District be-
{fore appolntment ¢o the road com-
mission. He has a bachelor’s degree
In metallurgleal engineering from
the Carnegle-Mellon Unlversity and
a master’s degree in industrial ad-
ministration from Purdue Universl-

Y. .

Pernick sald Democrats would not
necessarily push for one of thelr own
as a replacement for Lanny, although
they have long held the three-mem-
ber road commission should be bi-
partlsan. “It's more Important that
Lanal's replacement is  quallfied
than it is he be a Democrat.”

Even 30, Pernick sald he knows of
four Democrats that should be con-

sidered for the road commission.
They are:

o Karry Kammer, an insurance
executlve and former state senator
from Waterford

& Joe Forbes, former state rep-
resentative from Oak Park.

® Marty Hollander, a ceriifled
publlc accountant from West Bloom-
field.

Republlcam already have several
possible candidates, Including:

® Ben Marks, a builder who has
been on the Farmington Hills City
Council for seven years, Including
one year as mayor.

® Mark Chester, a senlor pur-
chasing expediter for General Mo-
tors who last November lost his bid

" for re-election as a county commls-

sioner from Troy.

® Richard D. Fessler, a former
State Senater from Commerce
‘Township who did not sec re-election
in 1990 and is now practlcing law,

® Rudy Lozano. a Clarkston Re-
alter. and accomplished GOP fund-
raiser.

® Robett Grusnick, mayor of Au-
burn Hills, who was considered for

{0 the road

last November, when commiissloners
(nsiead reappolnted Richard V.
Voght of White Lake Township. John
McDonald. a former county commis-
sioner from Farmington Hills who
had been mentioned as a possible
candldate, said he is not interested in
the post.

Commissionen John G. Pappa-
george, - chalrman of the GOP
caucus, said people Interested in ap-
pointment should contact thelr coun-

the Democratic caucus. “But we also
want someone familiar with how
things work in and Lans-

ty will be
by either the D
or Rnpubllun caucus belore being

ing (two sources of road money)."

FERANICK SAID commissioners
1ooked at merit — rather than politi-
cal clout — in 1987 when they ap-
pointed Lawrence E. Littman to the
road commission. He is now chair-
man

Littman was active in government

of the coun-
ty board and voted upon by the en-
tire board of commissioners.

The three-member road commls-
sion sets policy for Improving and
maintatning 3,000 miles of road in
Oakland County. It employs about
540 employees and oversces a $62
million annual budget.
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Dad was always around for me.
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Deciding that you have to encourage an older relutive to move into
a health care community is never an casy decision. Often the
decision must be made quickly. You feel unprepared and confused.
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At Peachwood, you'll find the best of assisted living and basic and
skilled nursing care, The services are extensive, the '\lmosphcrc
and-the surroundings are like thal’saf a fine ™

residential hotel. There is even a special care unit for sufferers of
Alzheimer's Disease and other dementias.

Call us for information or for a‘tour appointment. Talk with us.
Let us make this difficult time a bit casier.

[Rachwaod Inn

3500 W. South Boulevard, Rochester Hills
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