Signs rules back to drawing board

By Joanne Mallszewekl -
stalf writer

It's back to the drawing board for proposed sign
regulations In Farmington Hills,

1 don't see where we've come to any kind of &
consensus, There's too many questions,” Farming-
ton Hills clly councllman Jmﬂnn Grant sald.

Th for per-
manent wall lnd wlndow l!pu in the city's bust.

ness, 8] urvlce and light industrial dls-
f g i

But that's s (ur as the council would go.

Pro| changes to the city code for tempo-
rary window and {ree-standing aigns tripped up
the councl], which declded a study sesslon at 6
p.m., Monday, August 12 was in order.

Even though the new rules for permanent wall
signs have been introduced, the clty councll still
can change them before enactment.

“It (rules for permanent signs) really nnm
what exists. We are one of the few communlties
that docan't regulate (he slze of wall signs,” said
zonlng supervisor Lee Blizrman,

“Currently wall slgns arc not regulated In the
buslness and light industrial dlstrict. They are re-
gulated In all IRO, office and resldential — be-
cm{‘se churches can be resldentlal areas,” Blirman
sald.

UNDER 'I'HE ntroduced zonlng amendment,
permancnt slgns will be limited in locatlon. Signs,
for example, can't face resldenita) areas unless a

* and business owners can use the te

major road s between Lhe two. Permanent signs
also can only be put on two facades of a business
establishment.

In the B-1 and B-3 business districts, which
have smaller sctbacks, wall signs may cover a
maximum 10 percent of the wall, In the districts
with larger setbacks, such 23 B-2, B, ES (ex-
pressway service} and light Industrial, the signs
can cover 15 pereent of the wall,

Regulatlons for temporary window and free-
standing algns — If approved — would be includ-
ed in the eity code. If {ncluded [n the zoning ordi-
nances — like the permanent sign regulations —
the clty would have to allow existing non-con-
forming signs to be grandfathered — or allowed
- duplle new rules.

The propesed rules for temporary window signs
limlt the signa to the inside of windows or doors
with windows and may cover a maximum 25 per-
cent of the window. Previous proposals put that
percentage at 10 percent.

‘The proposed rules for free-standlng temporary
signs Jimit one sign per zonlng lot with two al-
lowed on a corner lot with 300 feet or more fron-
tage. The sign also must have a 10-foot setback
ary signs
for 14 days withln a slx-month per Two tem-
porary [ree-standing signs would be‘alfowed with-
In a 12-month period. I

;.
THE TEMPORARY freeatanding algns also

would be limited to 12 square feet in area and

Jour feet high, according to the proposed rules. .

“This means they (business owners) don't have
to go to the ZBA for this,” Blizman said.

Currently if a business owner wanis toput up a
free-standing temporary sign they must go to the
zonlng board of appeals for permission.

To the dismay of some council members,
banners were not d In th d rules.

Monaay, July 2¢, 1991 O&E

jres
(F)y7&~

By Casey Hans
staff writer .
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Though clty attorney John Donohue said be wasn r.
sure the rules should be that specific, others asked
that banners be included in a new draft of the
rules.

Linda Lynch, president-elect of the Fnrmlng-
ton-Farmington Hllls Chamber of Commerce of-
fered support of the proposed rules on behall of
the chamber’s membershlp.

“We can support 25 percent limit on temporary
signs. It's also in line with the limit in Farmlng-
ton, which Is an important conslderation,” Lynch

sald.

Mayor Alde Vagnozzl suxxuled a perv:enuge
somewhere beiween the orlginally

Farmington will be one of 200
communilles nationally to host a
special program in December hon-
oring the bicentennlal of the Blll of
Rights of the U.S. Constitution. -

“T thought it would be fun to be
one of the 200 communlties,” sald
Farmington Mayor Shirley Rlch-
ardson. “IU's recognition for the
Elm of ‘Rights and for our commu-

ty.”

Communltles wcre lavited to

percent and (he proposed 25 percent. Cuuncllmun
Terry Sever sald he wants rules that don't make it
more attractive for business owners to use tempo-
rary signs.

“IT SEEMS to me the approach we should take
Is to encourage permanent wall signs. That would
have to become part of the 25 percent,” Sever
sald.

City attorney Donohue, however, showed Sever
that 10 percent of a wall (for permanent signs) ks
larger than 25 percent of a window for temporary
signs..

y m-
mission on the Blwntenulul of the
United States Consmnunn, as a
way of

Farmington marks
Rights bicentennial

Ny

The elty of Farmington will host *
a community luncheon on Wednes-,
day, Dec. 11, at the Farmingtan -
Ella Club, with the theme "Farm-*
tngton Salutes the Bicentenntal ol‘ ‘
the Bill of Rights.” .

At the [uncheon, the Farmlngton -
Exchange Club plans to present fts.}.
Freedom Shrine, which holds repli-;
cas of 26 of the most famous docu- | .
ments In American history, which
Richardson called “a lovely, lovely.,
donation” to the city. J-

Speakling at the juncheon will be’
professor Sarah Keidan who teach-
es political science and buslnm
law at Oakland Community Col-
llggse r_-'mﬂ who is an expert on the”

guaranteed to Amerlcnn: by the
first 10 Amendments to the Consti-
tution. The

Richardson sald the city selected
atlon date close to.

the communlties develop speclal
programs with a featured speaker
and involve other community,
school and clvic groups,

rall!i:allnn anniversary of the Bill
of Rights. 1t was ratificd and took
effect Dee. 15, 1781, when ap-
proved by the Virginia legislature, -
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‘\ IISIde‘ indow dlhactory
on’t let our low

prices fool you!

ENERGY EFFICIENT
VINYL REPLACEMENT

WINDO
AS LOW A

199

¥ QUALITY: Waliside's viny!
replacemen! windows with Ford glass
insulate like wood, retain their beauty
like coated aluminum and perform
smoothly in any weather. Yel, won't
scratch, pit, rot, corrode or mildew.

Family Reading Challenge 1991

Familiar Faces .

Search through woday's newspaper for stories about people you know,
How many could you lnd? Ask your parents to §ist the people they know.

Now Jook for people you don’t know, but would like to meet. Chaose the person who
sownds the most interesting. and write two reasons why you would like 1o meet him or her,

We hupe you enjoyed ihiv, Don't forged to complete the entey form below a8 soon ay you has e et the requirements uf the challenge.

Family Reading Challenge 1991 Entry Form

PER
WINDOW
INSTALLED

(5 Window
Minlmum Order)

Yes! Lhave read ut least:

2 newspaper antivles O 2 borke 2 magasine acticles

and discussed them sithimy pareattsy, guardion o other wdult,

Niesatu

Please regester me for the Sepr 6 drawang ol awards - $he prand prize this sear watl be an 113N Weaing

10 Read Laboratory for she young readet's schoal, and an 1BM PC tor his of et tannly. Other awards wil) .

include Rex and Rt bind pappets and shits, Wotld ook eneycpedias, ks, beseles and more? havessn':z:xclzasfuvzg' ?:Edr 4;5‘%!‘![«;;9. Sff?

Name: quality reptacement windows and
T T T : backed them with the strongest

Strcet: WALLSIDE quarantee in the industry.

.- FACTO RY

¥ SAVINGS: In order to manulacture
and install thousands of windows every
year we purchase large quanlities of
matenials at volumg discounis and pass
these savings on to you enabling us to
sell windows for less.

For A Free No Obligation
In-Home Estimate
WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD!

on L T CStaer L=,

Duate w Bisthy My newspaper,

Financing Avallable

{With Apptoved Credil)

Fumily Reading Chalk Y91 rules:
1. You must be 5-12 year old to catee. Only one entry per cutd)
2. Pring elearly o 13 pe the inlonnauon on the votry o,
3. Entries must be signed by you and an adalt and postizached by Aug 19
Sept. 6, 1991, Winners wilk be natificd by muil
4. Void where prolibited by Lo or wheie resticied. Al federal. state and locat rules sind regalanions,
apply. No purchisse is necessars,

Questions? Call READAImenca. (L3101 K76-0569

The drawing witl b hetd
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(!Bhﬁernmt%E Eceentric PROVE IT. 272 4400
NEWSPAPERS 13830 Schaefer

‘\ liside ‘\ [ l actory 1soou52? 7Esuo

Factory & Showtoom, FREE No Obligation In-Home Estimaltes

Detroll, MI 48227

Return to: Reading Challenge, Obsenver & Eccentric Newspapens, P.O. Tlax 2428, Livonla, M1 481510428




