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“RIRICH' VEIN of history runs through the
community we know as Farmington. We
all are fortunate to have so many fine

. people willing to mine for it.

. That,was our thinking upon hearing that plans

are.well. under way for the celcbration of the

Ly

The big 1-2-5

A celebration is on the way

OLE Thursday, Auguat 1, 1691

One nice thing about this
months-long whoop-de-doo is.
that it dovelails nicely into two
longstanding traditions —

Mi Week and the Founders

125th annlversary of Far 'S rporation

Diagnosis: Landfill failure. Prognosis: ?
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| village:

.. That’s right: Farmington hits the big one-two-
five naxt year. Villagehood came in May 1867,
and thanks to Mayor Shirley Richardson and
many others that event won’t go unheralded.
Observer, dozens of volunteers are already plan-
ning events. We'll be looking forward to:

@A -only kickoff recep May 6
at l_l,:gymg i Hlstorical M to honor
living d of Far 's

® Dedication of a commemorative quilt
hend-made by members of the community, It
w‘m ‘be'presented to the city council at the kick-
offq (e
"oqA‘ “famlly day" with old-fashioned activi-
ties like square dancing and-a chicken barbecue
~in Shiawassee Park tn Aygust,
® An "1867" day atYhe Farmington Commu-

"'45"Wag reported in the July 25 Farmington

couraged to commemorate not only the state’s
history, but Farmington's as well.

The Founders Festival (let's see . . . this wlll
be the 28th-annual) is our old standby of small-
town merrymaking. For a week in early July, the
{estival rages through the streets and parking
lats of d Far and 3

THE ORIGINAL intent of the festival.was.to. |

honor the community’s storied past as the state’s
first Quaker settlement. But, as we've said in this
space before, the historical flavor seems to have
faded.

Sure, there are beauty queens, ox roasts,
parades, softball tournaments, - crafters, and
sales that keep the cash registers ringing and the
smiling. But, let's face It, there Is

nity Center during the An art
show or strawberry festival may be part of it.
@ Tours of historic homes durlng the fall.

,ONE NICE THING about this months-long
“whoop-de-doo in Farmington is that it dovetails
‘niltely into two langstanding traditions — Michi-
“gan“Week (May 16-23) and the local Founders
‘Eestival (July whenever).

2 UMichigan Week seems to have atrophled to al-
‘tiost nothing In recent years. Some clties still
observe “Mayor Exchange Day” and local par-
Ocipants tell us It's truly worth the effort. But,
overall, recent Michigan Weeks really haven't
been worth celebrating.

Next May, however, Farmington store window
displays and a school poster contest will be en-

Concern

HERE'S BEEN an extraordinary amount

of talk, nationally and locally, among

and NAACP ch about

the president’s choice of Clarence

Thomas to take Thurgood Marshall's seat on the

court. Much doubt alrcady has been cast on the

candidate because of his very conservative na-
ture and whether he is a quota appointment.

“I'm’concerned,” sald Robert L. Willis who is
assoctated with the South Oakiand County Chap-
ter of the National A for the Ad:
ment of Colored People. “I worry aboul his views
on abortion and affirmative action.”

Willis added that he opposed “stacking the
court” with liberals or conservatives.

Given that Bush will not appoint a liberal like
former Michigan Supreme Court Justice Dennis
Archer to the court, it's important to step back
and take an intelligent look at Thomas.

MORE AND more opinions written by Thomas
are uncarthed daily: He was against busing to
accomplish desegration; he let expire without re-
course 13,000 of age discr
while head of the Equal Employment Opportuni-
ty Commlsslon; he has publicly praised Louis
Farrakhan.

But, Willis sald, “the jury is stilll out on Thom-
5."

a:

Disag with his d is not a good
enough reason Lo keep him off the Court. Disa-
greelng is a fundamental right In this country.

A thorough gritling by the Senate should be cn-
couraged to insure that any potential problems
are uncovered and weighed. Beyond that, there
isn't much more to be done.

THE NAACP was unsure of Thomas and de-

‘Thomas: Do the right thing

" didate and came up with Thomas. Others say the
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very little of the history of the community asso-
ciated with recent festivals,

But the 1992 Fouhders Festlval will revolve
around the 125th anniversary {or will it be the
other way around?) and organizers of the anni-
versary are seeking-a group to sponsor a float
highlighting the theme.

Good show. It’s going to be thé Summer of
Farmington in 1992 and we're looking forward to
it. |

Even though the sparkplugs of the annlversary
celebration seem to be from Farmington (city
of), we're sure there’s also a-lot of interest In
Farmington Hills. We hope that that Interest is
taken advantage of, so the celebration can be
truly communitywide.

Let the plans go forward. . . .

layed endorsing or denouncing him. This week it
voted In oppositlon to him.

Their care in making an endorsement was ad-
mirable, except on one front: Some members
were concerned that if they fought and defeated
T as, Bush would nominate somcone worse
and the NAACP wouldn't be abte to mount an-
other successful challenge,

That's bad reasoning. If the NAACP believes
Themas is not worthy of becoming a Supreme

'
The average American family produces more than 1,200 pounds of erganic garbage every year®

* SOUNCE 50 SIMALE THIHGS YOU CAN DO TO SAVE THE [ARTH

History, Champagne
marked growth at OU

JOE CHAMPAGNE, president of
Oakland Univeralty, gets up at 5 a.m.

With his family still asleep, Cham-
pagne goes to the kitchén, pours him-
self a cup of sealding black coffee.
Then he sits sllently In the stil] dark
1iving room for an hour, thinking and
planning, experienclng “my Ume
wlith me.” .

Belng president of a large, public
university iy probably the toughest
job In America, Between the com-
pellng demands of students and fae-
ulty, buslness and politicians, pure
research and crass connlving, Joe
Champagne's day bas precious littte
Ume for himself or his family.

Maybe he'll have more., He will
Ieave Oakland this week to be the
new president of Crittenton Hospltal.
Since managing large hospitals is ar-
guably the second toughest job In
Amerlea, you've got to conclude that
Champagne {s either a glufton for
punishment or supremely self confi-
dent.

TALK FOR A few moments to
Chempagne and you gat a sharp first
impresslon. Dynamic. Self 5
Compelling. Wonder{ul salesman,

Maybe {lrst Impressions are close
to the mark, because in his 10 years
at Oakland he fundi

malns In and everything here, along
with the unlversity” — would make
a magnificent research park devel-
opment.

The key was to bring “the users of
knowledge into close proxlmity with
the creators of knowledge” by en-
gaging In 2 new kind of academic
real estate development.

The Oakland Technology Park
was thus concelved, to be born two
years later when Comerica Bank
bought the origlnal 210-acre parcel
and started a $40 milllon operations
and computer center that now em-
ploys 1,800,

TODAY THE PARK covers 1,500
acres with more than 5 milllon fect
of office space [n usc or under con-
struction, Including the Chrysler
Technology Center and a string of
Fortune 500 corporate tenants,

The tech center is at the core of
Qakland County's ambltious plan to
become the center of a high-tech
buslness In southeastern Michigan.
And the linkages between OU's sci-
ence, engincering and technology ac-
tvitles and the world of business
have hardencd the university's repu-
tatlon.

Ch that at

4
changed the university — “brought
1t into the 2ist century,” In his
waords,

He reallzed shortly after arrlving
in 1981 that “the 1-75 corridor —
where we already have thousands of
acres of land, gas lines In, water

first it wes a hard sell, especlally
with humanists who feared buslness
Interests would domlnate the unlver-
slty. Today, however, he says most
professors agree thal “our faculty
wlll be betier off for belng directly
in contact with the real world.”

UNIVERSITIES arcund the nation
today are under assault for being too
sclf-absorbed, too expenslve and too
other-worldly.

QU will likely not be the target of
such criticlsm. Champagne cltes as
hls happlest moment as president a

review committee's finding that
clied QU as being, In his words, “a
model university for the 21st centu-
ry, blending the traditlons of aca-
demla with the realitles of the fu.
ture.”

His saddest moment was to have
decided to freeze OU's enrollment at
a little more than 12,000 students.
“We had to deny access to a fine uni-
versily to a lot of kids,” he said, “but
we had to choose between a good ed-
ucation and a mediocre one.”

History, and Joe Champagne’s
successors, will determine whether
he drove the university In the right
direction. But certainly his presiden-
¢y marked a fundamental change in
direction for OU and a sigaificant
push for the region.

Phil Pawer ts chairman of the
company that owns this newspu.
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodically.

Court justice, then it should fight the
on its merits. That's better than justifying Inac-
tivity because of what might, or might not, hap-
pen. .

And there’s,really no accurate, certain way of
knowing whether Thomas Is a quota appoint-
ment. Bush said he was going after the best can-

anti-affirmative action presldent is contradict-
ing his own beliefs and making a quola appoint-
ment, ’ .

Speculation is worlhless; so-called expert
analysis is tiresome and rarely correct. Unless
Bush himself cares to step forward and reveal
why he chose Thomas, no one will know.

So let's look at the positive side. Inheriting
Thurgood Marshall's legacy as a champion of
civil rights is a welghty gift. Other Supreme
Court nominces, once seated on the Court, have
veered off thelr stated courses and voted in di-
rect contradiction to thelr stated positions, often
to the dismay of the presldents who nomlinated
them.

Perhaps when seated Thomas will rethink his
position, realize his opportunity and widen the
path blazed for him by Marshall,

N

RECALL, STOP the war, no more toxic waste
dumps — when Americans don't llke something,
they take to the streets. Protest, assembly and
petition are deeply rooted freedoms. A century
and a half ago, Alexis de Tocqueville, the French
observer of American life, commented on the in-
clination of Americans to form voluntary associ-
ations to solve common problems.

When the First Congress under the Constitu-
tion debated the Bill of Rights in 1789, Rep. The-
odore Sedgwick argued that the proposed assem-
bly and petition clause was “trifling" when com-

Aéseh*nbly, petition are
deeply-rooted freedoms

“ every other privilege" in the First Amendment.

200(h

Billof R}glus

pared with other rights. Rep. John Page of
Virginia disagreed, saylng that If people could be
deprived "of the power of assembling under any
pretext whatsoever, they might be deprived of

These two rights have afforded protection for
many reform movements, and also nurtured
American labor in its long struggle to create
unions and to undertake collective bargaining.

This is another in a continuing series of
commentaries marking the anniversary of
the Bill of Rights.

from our readers
One-Sided i’;l.fa.w"h regard {o the issues at :;:‘:K:fﬂmms are wrong or

article is
misleading

To the editor:

I am wrlting this letter with re-
gard to the three articles which
appeared In the Suburban Life edl-
tion of July 4, 1991, with regard to
the Polltics of Breast Cancer,

As a general surgeon in practice,
wha sces a large number of patients
with breast cancer, I am certainly in
favor of any Informative article that
will help American women to reallze
the extent of the problem that we
are alt dealing with,

Certainly, the sad plight of the two
women described by Laraine
McCilsh, lllustrates the critical need
for women to become actlve partici-
pants in the direction of thelr own
medlcal care. -

The willcic authored by Carolyn
DeMarco regarding the paucity of
funds for breast cancer research was
also very Informative. However, 1
must take Issue with the article by
Ma. Iden with regard to the malprac-
tlce actlvilles of the atiorneys, Stern
with regard to breast cancer.

T felt that this artlele was very
misteading and one slded, and fatled
to adequately Inform your reader-

Steve Barnaby managing edilor

Dick tsham gencral tanager

Judith Doner Berne assisiani managng cditor

1find It very curlous that Ms, Iden
would refer to the fact that 10 times
as much money was spent on AIDS
research ($1.1 blllion), as wlll be on
breast cancer rescarch. Further on,
in the same article she includes a lit-
any of complalnt by Kenneth Stern
against physicians who are not cac— -
rying malpractice Insurance, *

Nowhere Is mentlon made of the
fact that malpractice Insurance
premiums cost $4.2 blllion dollars in
1988. If you were to add the cost of
delending frivolous and non-merito-
rlous law sults to thls, you can see
that physicians In this country are
spending an Incredible amount of
money for malpractice defense.

I even only a modest decrease in
the number of frivolous and non-
merltorious sults could be achleved
by liabllity reform, there would be
an Incredible amount of money freed
up for other uses such as breast can-
cer research, .

+ »1 know of no physiclan that would
be wllling to go without malpractice
liabllity insurance in.order-to de-
ptlve Injured patients of compensa-
tlons. However, I know of many phy-
slcians wha can no longer afford as-
lcal p for
1lability Insurance. . . .

I would also take issue with the
very misteading statement that At
torney Elliot Stern made with re-
gard to the fact that 20 percent of

| pe—— @bseruer & Eccentric’ Newspapers

Suburban Conmunicatons Cotp
Philip Power cranrnan of the tsan:
Richard Aginian prowarng

Mark Lewis director of advertising
Fred Wright daector of circutation

1 am well aware of Dr. Stern's
dual training in medicine and law,
However, it is very apparent that he
has no clinical experience tn the di-
agnosis and ireatment of breast can-
cer. If he had, he would be aware of
the fact that mammograms only de-
tect 80 percent of soltd breast tu.
mors.

This is not due to being inade-
quately performed or misread. How-
ever, It Is due to the fact that a
mammogram may miss a breast tu-
mor depending upon the relative
density of the breast tissue with re-
gard to the tumor, the size of the
breast with regard to the tumor and
the location of the tumor withln the
breast.

1t is only through the diligent com-
bination of patlent self breast exam-
Ination, experienced  physician
breast examination and skilled
mammography that we can ever
hope to achicve the carly detection
and treatment of breast cancers.

T1elt that this article was very one
sided and, thercfore, misleading to
the public. A much more balanced
article could have been obtalned by
fnterviewing physiclans who treal
breast cancer, as well as [nterview-
Ing atiorneys who attempt to demon-
strate their mistakes,

Anthony Sebwartz, D.O.
Ditector, General Surgery
Residency Program
Botsford General Hospital
Farmington Hills




