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In Hills
‘Japan is highlighted
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studles including Japanese language,
soclal studles and sclence.

And in Japan, students not enly go
to scheol on. Saturday, but
breadwinners go to work.

“Once they get a Job In one compa-
ny, they stay In that company,”
Glngerlch sald.

"They somchow bulld up that feel-
Ing of loyalty te the company. The
Job is tmportant — he {the Japancse
man) has te work hard to keep it.”

Although 40 percent of the work
force in Japan ls women, they tend
to stay In the more traditional roles
of teacher, nurse, salesperson and
factory worker. And when they get
rrlmrrlcd and start a family, they re-
sign

BUT THAT docsn't mean a Japa-

said.
“They manage the financial part
of the houscho)d,” she said. “Seme of
the wives even give thelr husband
spending money for the day."

‘staff photos
by Sharon LeMieux

Manl Nakamura carries tea
into the living room to share
with guests.

‘Once they get a job in
one company, they
stay In that company.’
— Yoshiko Gingerich
bilingual aide

Mani Nakamura sald although she
loves Amerlca and Farmington
Hilly, she misses some parts of her
Japanese lifestyle and deflnitely
misses famlly,

“1 miss my whole family there,”
she said. "Sometimes 1 miss the
food. 1 miss the bath — it's a lot
decper.”

GINGERICH SAID she and three
other Japanese billngual aldes are
kept busy because of the short-term
visits by the Japanese famllles.

Research-shows-it-takes-between—

four and seven years for a person (o
handle the language here well.
Monday, a story about the two-
year-old Multicultural Communi-
ty Council and what some area
schools are doing to boost culturat

. awareness.
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The Nakamura family sits down to share dinner at thelr Farmington Hills home.

NFHS teacher visits Japan

By Casey Hons
staft writer

As an actlve student adviser and

* teacher at North Farmington High

School, Bill Brinker saw many siml-
laritles between students here and
those he met and saw in Japan.

It's just that some of the after-
school actlvitles are different.,

“By some magle, they (the stu-
dents) come back into school and
grab mops and rags and clean the
school,” he said, offering onc of sev-
eral tales of his trip to the Far East.

BRINKER WAS onc of four teach-
ers — two from New York and an-
other from California who
received an all-expenses pald trip to
Japan in 1990, sponsored by the Hi-
tachi company.

“Even though It was an exhausting
irip over there, 1 was on a constant
high,” he said.

While there, he saw much of the
country, Including the old capital of
Kyoto, Tokyo and the Hitaehi head-
quarters.

‘One of the most
moving experiences
was the visit 1o |
seu al Hiroshima.’
— Bilt Brinker
toacher

The teachers also visited two mid-
dle schools, three high schools and
one elementary school, and stayed
with host famllics. Brinker's host
was an elementary school princlpal.

BRINKER IS not alone In hls trav-
cls and cultural learning.

This summer, {eachers from
across the state are Immersing
themselves in Japanese culture at
Michigan State University during a
weeklong “Teaching about Japan™
inslitute.

Farmington educators Nancy
Hellman, Janct Tobe, Deborah Wil-
son and Harounc Alameddine arc

¥
the evening's studios.

spends time on the phone, mostly concerning plans tor

Farmington’s bilingual director
offers friendship to community

By Casoy Hans
stalf writor

Talk about cultural diversity in’

Farmington and Farmington Hills,
and all fingers point toward Haroune
Alameddine.

The bilingual dlreclor for the
Farmington Public Schools has a
warmih that extcnds through most
any salutation, whether it Is with a
trusting handshake or, aften, with a
hug.

“When you come in and l shak¢

nic diversity here.

Other community leaders say he is
the key person when discussions of
cultural diversity arise, or a prob-
lem occurs where cultural under-
standing is nceded

FOR GQOD reason, the Farming-
ton district has a well-developed bi-
Hngual program for thosc moving
here who speak little, or ne English.

The program builds on itself,

* drawing people of all ethnic back.
grounds to this arca which, in turp.,

ter and more diverse.

Alameddine’s philasophy is that
culture should be blended, but never
Tost.

HERE IN Farmington, he is pre-
paring for August parent orjentation,
where each culture Is introduced to
the school system and the communi-
1y.

He shows them the community ed-
ucation department, where adults
cap take English as a Second Lan-
Ruage. " points out megical NDIPI"S in

. yor _hamdzidy.
handshake™ of (riendship and re-
spect,” he said. “All this is extended
o you.”

A native of Lebanon, Alameddine
considers himself a man of alt cul-
tures and Is partly the rcason so
niany people of varying cultures set-
tle in the Farmington and Farming-
ton Hills area.

TAKE, FOR example, the calls he
has recelved from foreign embassles
asking about the opportunities here,
Or the onc be got from the U.S. State
Department recently.

"1 was very surprised,” Alamed-
dine sald about the call. “But, you
know, Farmington Public Schools
has a good pame.™

A program Bet

The Farmlington super dent of
schools, Michael Flanagan, hay
called Alameddine “Mr. Ambassa-
dor™ because of his handling of cth-

shares tea at the lenmum
humo

tiésaren and -answers many’ ques-~

tions,
Much of his work is done with the

. family unit, because it s so Import.

ant 1o how a child is educated, he
saild.

Before coming to Farmington,
Alameddine worked as a sclence
feacher in Detroit. Parents there cir-
culated a petition In an effort to
keep him when hie left to come to
Farmington.

IN FARMINGTON, his has be-
came an everyday job of learning
new cultures and workling to bond
the comnunity with its new cultural
tles.

He has always reached out to
those in trouble, especlally to stu-
dents who respect his position.

"I always told them 'Get In trou-

. ble with the principal, . . . but don't
get  Iln trouble wlith  Mr.
Alameddine.' *

part of a group of 65 participating in ~

the semlnar, designed to teach them
about Japanese culture.

1t is co-sponsored by the Mnchngan
and Ohlo departments of educatlon.

" Teachers” will "learn"about™ lan-

guage, history, literature, resources

° for tcaching about Japan, business

protocal and sensitivity training for
cross-cultural situations,

BRINKER LEARNED his Jessons
firsthand.

In Japan, he found m:m) children
reluctant to speak to strangers. He
took along an ample supply of but-
tons, Detroit Tiger stickers, and
at)lwr items 1o encourage them 1o

He shot slides of the experience,
which he has used in history classes
and wlth other teachers. He hopes to
contlnue ta share his experiences
with other schools.

“One of the most moving experi-
cences,” he sald, “was the visit to the
museum at Hiroshima.

“We did not say a word until we
gol back to the hotel.”
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' SPECIAL OCCASION

Mani Nekamura serves tea to Yoshiko Gingerich, a paraprofes-
sional in the schoot district's bilingual department who be-
triends and helps a number of Japanese families in the arca.
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