Recall gets mixed reaction

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

The recall of Gov. John Engler:
Fact or fiction?

Fact, say people like Dorothy Ha-
bleht, a single mather of two, Sunday
she held open house at her home in
Wayne 30 some people could sign the
recall Engler petitions . . . and oth-
ers covld get informal schoollng on
the proper way to circulate peti-
tions, so names won't later be invali-
dated.

"We had 30 to 50 people,” sald Ifa-
bicht, who attends Wayne Communi-
ty College, “We'll get a lot more as
this (hing catches on.”

‘The recall is fictian, At least from
the point of view aof Judy D. Rle-
diinger, who tlves In Bloomtield
Township and with her ‘husband
owns a small business In Novi,

“I haven't scen any sign of a recall
whatsoever,” sald Rledlinger, who is
also GOP chatrman of the 18th Con-
gressional District that nctudes

seen prool of any recall.”
LAST WEEK organizers of the re-

much.of Qakland County.-“1 haven't —Caub

call released figures showing they
had garnered 351,166 slgnatures,
more than half the 641,141 needed to
put recall of Gav. Engler on a state-
wide ballot.

Besides surpassing the magica)
half-way polnt, that flgure reflects
an cmotlonal benchmark, according
to Robert Alexander, a former Oak-
land County resident who now works
In the Michigan Department of So-
cial Services and coordinates the re-
cal! Engler drive.

"We're gaining momentum
we're going to make it,” said Alexan-
der, a 1964 graduate of Berkley High
School. "We're going to get more
than enough signatures to force a re-
call” .

No Michigan governor has ever

" been recalled. Until recently, many

believed such a recall was imposst-

ble, mainly because of the large

scale arganizatlon and effort re-
quired to get that many signatures.

Meanwhite, the state GOP isn't

‘I haven’t seen any sign
of a recall whatsoever.'
. — Judy D. Riedlinger,

GOP chaiman, 18th
District

their business as if the recall didn't
exlist, said Czuba. “Recent polls shiow
Guv. Engler's approval rating up by
i1 pereent (with 49 percent of those
responding approving of Engler's
performance and 46 disapproving).
“More and tnore people ate start-
ing to realize that Gov. Engler Is
doing the right thing." said Czuba.

BUT PEOPLE like Vie Taylor of
Livonia and Mary Johnstun of Farm-
ington Hills disagree. .

Taylor, a Army reuree, said be is
committed 1o the recall because the
budget cuts-attributed to Eagler fall
mast heavily on the pour. "Because

warried, _according_to_Richard M. __of these_cuts, people whu_are de-

. director of rescarch and com-
municatlon.
State Republicans are galng about

Thursday, August 1, 1991 OSE (OFA
Recall update
The top 10 counties in the drive to recall Governar Engler

Donald Broersma. a recall coordi- sesmesss—
nator from Ypsilanti, said many af- Wayno B 219863
luent and middle class residents 00
fect the same way, “We were at the Genesco 2
Ann Arbor Art Fair over the week- Oakland 25.920 '
end. They were dined up six deep to
sign our pt:llllonsl . and these Ingham 9326 Toal 351,166
were not poor e.” 106*

paor peop Washlenaw @KASS todate

THE RECALL was initlated May
20 as a protest against a wide range Macomb @ 34875
of cuts in slate services including mber
general welfare assistance, or wel- . | Bay @ 5605 signdul?s“mvdo.g l 631441
tare. ' Kalamazoo I/ 5000

In March, generad assistanee o
families, the disabled and so-called Saginaw U/ 4,990 “Tolal of ak Michigan countos
‘able bodied” adulls was cut across Date rocaf staned, Lay 20, 1991
the board by 17 percent Muskegon 4.800 Tontativo deadinia: Aug 21, 1591

Benefits for a ‘typical” welare .
family (a single parent and two chil- | goucco: July 25 nawsloftar, Commitio to Rocall Gov. Englor
dren} in Wayne County were cut |~

from $488 to 3405 munthly, accord-
ing 1o the Michigan Departroent of
Social Services (MDSS). About 60,000
farnilies 10 Wayne County were af-
fected
In_Oukland_(w:

$518 10 $435, according to MDSS fig-
ures.
Monthly benefits for a single adult

drugs.” -

to $21 Wayne County and from
aboul $292 to $247, reporis MDSS.
Additional cuts in welfare benefits

enls gel more
housing  costs) benel
5,000 typical family were cut from

fare_recipi: __ with no children were cut from $262

TAVUIE GHALS 5 Dtrerver & Cocmntic.

were scheduled to take affect today,
when asslstance to single, able-bo-
died adults without children are re-
duced by 12 percent.

Familics receiving wellire and

the disabled are not subject to this
latest round of cuts.

Adoptions bureaucratic, costly, senators informed

By Tim Richard
statt welior

Michlgan law and custom put up
many barrigrs to aduption, a state
Senate commitiee learned last week.

Black social workers don't want
white couples 1o adopt black kids.

--Health insurers don't.want to cover-

adopted kids for a year. And coun.
selors tell women with “'problem
pregnancles” about abortion and
bicth but not about adoption, the Sen-
ate Family Law Commitice was
told.

“There are more unadopted chil-
dren than the genera) public thinks,”
said Sen. . Robert Geake, R-North-
vilte.

Chajrman Jack Welborn, R-Kala-
mazoo, said the panel would write
legislation as it goes along. Goals:
"to reduce the barrlers to and costs
of adoption, reduce the bureaucracy
and focus on speclal needs kids” —
referring ta handicapped and black
youngsters. .

3
WHATEVER TilE panel reports
is likely to get support from both Re-
publicans and Democrats, pro-life
and pro-choice forces. Adoption is
turning out 10 be a popular issue.
Karen Krupanskt of Rochester,
representing. the Michlgan State
Medical Society, endorsed three

House-passed bills tequiring health

insurers to give adopted children the
same coverage as birth chlldren.
Some insurers require the adoptee to
be in the home a year before cover-
ngcsmru. .

1t will be considered at the same
time as other adoption bills,” sald
Welborn. His committee has the
bills, sponsored by Rep. Maxine Ber-
man, D-Southfleld.

“Women {with problem pregnan-
cies) are not told about adoption —

just childbearing or abortion,” Kru- *

panski added.

That brought agreement from £d
Rivet, lobbyist for Michigan itight to
Lafe; the anti-abortion group. “"Wom-

‘The problem has already been
identified, and legisiation to correct
this situation has been pending for the

past2Y: years.’

$ —Linda Gabrigl of Rochester,”
Representing Families for Children

promptly on Berman's health insur-
ance bills. “The problem has already
been identificd, and legistation to
correct this situation has been pend-
ing for the past 2% years. We need
you to take immediate action.”

Adopted children must go to a doc-
tor who accepts Medicald patlents.
“{Other) doctors don't want them.
The (Medicaid) paper work costs
them more than the Medicald reim-
bursement,” she said.

cn tn crisis are convineed only abor-
tion or birth are Meir aptions,” Rivet
said

WELBORN, QUESTIONING a
Macomb County foster muther, con-

1t sends a mcssage to the adop- °

“I'm OK to foster. I'm not OK to
adopt

fer testitnony called soctal work-
ers “totalitarian” and “usurpers of
authority” who a hiased as o
not histen to the destres of the chil-

tive ¢hild "— an awful message:
‘You're not as good as other
children,' " Gabrie} said

NORA EDGAR, a home health
carc nurse from Flint, proudly hetd

“He's from Ohio It took five
manths {to_complete the adoption).
With the raadblocks, we waited
three years in Michigan,” Edgar
said.

“Are you saying Ohio has a better
system?"” asked Geake.

. "Maybe it's Just the (social} work- _..

er,” Edgar replied. “We got the
brush-off from workers here.”

Sen. Debbje Stabenow, D-Lansing,
noted Ohio still subsidizes adoptions,
but Michigan has cut back ald for
“special needs” adoptions.

Welborn's committee also heard
from a Task Force on Adoption
chalred by Lt. Gov. Connic Binsfeld.
Staff worker Jan Long said the panel
has met five times but isn't ready to

dren themsclves

Linda Gabricl uf Rochester, repre-
senung Famihies for Children, urged
Welborn's panel not to wait for a full

cluded that black social workers in

Wayne County resist letting white

couples adopt hlack children
“I've had 37 (foster) childrey
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heart patients!
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Do you take Procainamide,
Procan SR, or Pronestyl?

If you do, you may be interested in
participating inan
importunt clinical research project.

. »
William Beaumont Hospital
is conducting a study of a
new, more convenient, twice-a-day
form of procainamide,

and is looking for eligible participants
L4

The study lasts foronly three weeks.
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announce recommendations.
“It'e a far greater Issue than
- of us even realized,” she sald.

up the handicapped baby boy she and
her husband adopted three weeks any
ago. -
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Woe"ll ¢lean every foot
Oof yorsr

carpet.

. LAST WEEK

i $79 cleans 2
rooms and a

hallway, reg. $119

To pet carpet as clean as
possble. we use the 2.step
procodure consisting of
SHhampoo plus Keam extracuon.
Our professonal technicians
pretreat the most stubborn
5pols and heavily soled areas
wilh special solutions for
Maximum cleaning results. We
can even apply 3M Scotchgara®
. o Dupont Teton fa help your
CaATDennQ eSSt re sohg and
s1mng S0 call Hugs
clean your carpst® We'lldo a
harafGn ol every step o
the way’ .

Alao tind simitar aavings on
upholstery cleaning. We'll
determine the bost metnods
and cleaning solutions for your
particuar tabrcs

Cnll 948-0001, Monday
through Friday from B a.m.
to S p.m. and Snturday from
Ba.m.todp.m. for nn
appolintmont. Sale ends
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