on the first and third

EIRDEST SPEED

- Thats the head-

iine in bl.:; Detrolt

Monthly magazine above a few.
words about Heritage Park in
Farmington Hllls, L
. The toplc Is the park’s 18 mph
1mit. “What's even strang-

er is that we find ourselves obey-
 Ing 1t according to the maga-.
e, Ca
" Kay Briggs of;the

. Farmington  Hills His-
torical .Commisafon

t a3 the new pame for

the city-cwned Peltz-] . land,
south of 1-898, west of Farmilng.

ton Road: Now la the time, Briggs
3ald, to stop calling It the Pelts-
MDOT and give acresge an
identity of ttsown.: .. . -, C
She suggests another contest to
name the park land, as was done
with Heritage Park and Ploneer
Park on F Road, porth
of 13 Mile. “In Iweplnli ‘;rilh u::
history-minded -appelations of
-‘heritage’ and ‘plopeer’ — and
with the planned concept of keep-
Ing the property In its natural

IGHT OUT.
Don't lotgetul:h turn
on your porch its 8-
10 y Tuesday, and

pm., Y,
join® your neighbors cutalde to
send a crime prevention message
to burglars,

The national program iz de-
signed to helghten awareness of

letting 'them know you are orga.
alred and fighting back.

For more Information, call

rmington
Hills Pollce Department, 473
9640, . -

OLUNTEER SERVICES,

Bloomfleld Hills at-
torney gton
Hilla resident Paul

Sowery will donats his legal ser-
vices 1-3 p.m., beginning Aug. 7,

Convicted killer loses appeal

By Casey Hans
slaft writer

A decorated veteran convicled

-~ more than-(wo years ago of shooting

and kllling a woman he claimed was
his wife at the Mulrwood Apart-
ments in Farmington Hllts {n 1985,
has lost the appeal df his case.

The. Michigan Court' of Appeals
ruled Wednesday, July 31, that the
convictlon for first-degree murder
and the llfe sentence for Jon Ver-
meulen, now 43, should atand,

Vermeulen, who served as o weap-
ons apeclalist and a Green Beret In
Vietnam in the late 1980s, remains
housed at the State Prison of South-

‘home at Mulrwood Apartments at

Farmington, Michigan

Asked reversal because

ern Mlchlgan-Jackson, He )udfv ap-
pealed his case, saylng be hadunot
reccived a falr and speedy trial xnd
that he was unjustly denied bond.

He was convicted of shootlng 24-
year-old Urime Lewis, a naturalized
cltizen from Yugoslavia, at their

Grand River and Drako on Dec. 28,
1965, Although Lewls belleved they

‘of 38=month trial delay

were married, Vermeulen was actu-
ally still married to bl first wife
when he wed Lewis in early Novem-
ber 1985. The shooting occurred one
week after Lewlis left Vermeulen
and the day she was acheduled to file
for divorce. She was reportedly six

“weeks pregnant when she was kitled,

3ﬁ Pages

and was hospitalized for ‘three
months. :

VERMEULEN WAS held in the
Oakland County Jail for 38 months
walting for his trial to begln, He was
tried and convicted of murder in

March of 1989 and sentenced o pris- .

on in April of that year.

State appellate court judges Gary
McDonald, Thomas Brennan and
Kathleen Jansen all affirmed
Wednesday that delays In the case
were caused by the defense,

An insanity defense was used, the
court sald, which required extended

to court He
8150 shot himself at the same time

Renovating the old Westbrook Elementary
school on Osmus Is the focal point for John
White and his three sons, Jim, Bruce and Jeff.

By Sussn Buck
staff writor

Westhrook Elementary, which once houscd the in-
qulting minds and hearts of Clarencevllle students,
now s home to the young at heart. .

Livonia resident John White and his three sons, Jeff,
31, James, 32. and Bruce, 26, all Livonla Franklln High
school are of the
school-turned-senlor houslng unit, which was renamed
‘Westbrook Place.

The 19-unit building is designed for independent liv-
ing and features both onc-and two-bedroom apart-
ments.

The property was purchased in May 1985 for
$47,555, according to Sue Smitha, a Farmington Hills®
commerclal and industrla) appralser. .

The school was bullt in 1952 with addltions as late as

Al
SHARON L

T’
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* 1091 Suburban Communlcations Corporatioh’

Jon km
appeal rejected

‘Ethnic diversity -

a priority item

in local

By Casey Hans
statf writor

Members of a 2-year-old cultural

towns

derstanding. They are taking a dif-
ferent approach than did a group’
formed in 1987 to specifically ad-
dress ethnlc problems among youths
the Orchard Lake Road

Eroup are sp: g the
word that ethnlc dlversity s here to

corridor. That group met to discusy
spectfle p and waya to ad-

stay In F and F
Hllls, and they want the communlty
to develop a healthy understanding

18-member  Multicultural
is

dress them,
This group s taking a broad ap-
h.

roach. -
“Our role [s to polot out our
as a 3

Counel of
top city and schools officlals, relig-

ADx
try to give same direction to how we
those k -

{ous leaders, rep: of the
business and parent communities,
and three students from each of the
three public high schools who cach
bring a different cultural perspec-
tive.

The councll was formed lwo years

That's John White in the wheelbarrow. His sons
did all the physical labor.

Westbrook Place

Once housed students, now
it’s home to young at heart

“Pets are welcome, which Is not the norm In senior
apartments,”John White sald. "We have three dogs and
\wo cats. Each classroom is converted into an apart-
ment size 810 square {eet. The walls between each unlt
are about two feet thick, 21 inches." .

THE WHITE brothers, wha previously worked on
The Winery building in Farmington learned that faml-
Iy ties with p results,

*“We had an architeet Involved but we worked with
our ewn ldeas also,” said Jeff. “It Involved a lot of
after-hour thought. I never anticipated some of the
work that was favolved. A lot of hard work was put in.
1 had to count on my other two brothers to help me.
When one of us got down, the other two picked him up.
It was a good working team. We leaned on cach other.”

The brothers had to contend wilh water that was

of each month to Farmington
Hlls senfor adult services at Mer-
cy Center, on 11 Mile, east of
Middlebelt,

“Anyone who is a senior adult
and has something they want to
talk about, that's the time’”
Sowerby sald.

Sowerby sald he will pot take &
wage and will not accept cllents.
If & senfor adult needs an attor-
noy, Sowery will refer them,

WEMORY LANE —
From the Aug. 9, 1951,
Farmington En-

Warren Piche, a former minor
league bascball player, gave a
{ew tips to boys in the Farming.
ton Area Recreatlon. Commis-
‘slon's junlor baseball clinlc st

High Scbool. Piche
was formetly with tbe 5t. Louls
Cardinal chain. .

elght acres of land.

Phase I s completed with 13 units. Ten units already
have tenants. By December, John White expects anoth.
er six unlts to be completed, .

1387 The bolldIng s 32,000 square feel and sils on

shut off.and.p {rrthepehol Wiat was
closed to students during the mid-1970s and used for
storage until 1985.
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what’s inside

PLEASE NOTE!
- Beginning
Classlfieds. . . .See.C,D
Indox, . . .. .... 1Cc Monday. July 29,
Auto . .. ... .Sec.D our By Josnne Mallszeweki
Roal estalo . . . Sec. B.C Business Office Hours |  Steffwriter
Employmont . . Sec, C,D
Crossword puzzle . . .2C will be cu:-m{l.&idl c.;::di’;g(rlor:n]dus: L’ffﬂi‘ al
Entortalnment . . . . . 6A Monday thru Friday pm. 'I'lmndly.xplunged about 2,600
Obltuarles . . . . . . . 2A 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Detroit Edlson customers In tsolated
Police, firo calls . . . ,3A pockets near 12 Mjle and Drake
Sports. . . .. Sec. 1-28 Call roads into darkness for a couple of
Stroot Sceno. . Sec. 6-78 hours.
Tasto . . . . . .. .3.58 Classlfied Want Ads Power was muli’emd to the arca
. about 10:30 p.m. alfer crews arrived
Traveh. . ..o ul 9A until 5:30 p.m.| at the !é:nepam‘l fixed the problem,
. said ison spokesman Scott
591'0900 Slmons.
“An circult falled.

ago, and mect about seven
times each year to share information
and talk about cultural changes in
the community.

'We need to bring about a commu-
nily consciousness, a community
awarencss,” sald Farmington Hills
clty manager and councll member
Willlam Costick. *“But It's golng to
take a long ttme. It's notl golng to
happen overnight. :

“The more you do it, the more you
talk about It, the more opportunitics
we creaie and the more understand-
Ing we'll have.

“'We need to stay with it.”

COUNCIL MEMBERS sce their
role as advisory in nature, .

can

explalned Farmingten city manager
Robert Deadman, also a council
member. “With the mayors, city
managers, school superintendent and
others, this ls the highest level of po-
litlcat particlpation that's avallable
- w:e think {the Lssue is) that import-
ant.”

The council's mission statement
says it will attempt to: “enhance the
basic human dignity of all people,
and (o assure that all residents of
Farmington and Farmington Hills
feel welcome and comfortable in
thetr clty, schools and nelghbor-
hoods.” Goals for the 1991-92 year
include:  cable program znd other
community recognitlon of Martin
Luther King, Jr.'s birthday and the
clvil rights movement, encouraging
more actlvitles and speakers with 3
greater focus on racism, and expan-
sion of the school district’s multi-culs
tural events, .

ing agencles to foster an overall un-
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New $35 miillion water
main gets county OK

By Helen Nismiec
stalt wrlter

Thirsty edges of Oakland and
Wayne counties are acarer to getting

{_ Port Huron water pumped thro

clr_malns, following the Oakland.
County Road Commlaslon approval

of the project. The Village of Frank-

lin, however, stlll opposes the plan,
The plan Is to bulld a 8-foot water

maln, threading through Troy,

It's a clrcuit we have been having
problems with, Hopefully, (here
should be no more problems with I.”

Power was restored within 2 hours
and 21 minutes, Simmons added.

To be on the sale side, flrefighters
Friday were at the scenc testing un-
derground for combusilble gases and
to detect what type, If any, gases
were present, sald Farmington Hills
deputy fire Chlef Peter Baldwin.

ULEVARD was closed for
about an hour between Drake and
Halsted roads Thursday night. Traf-
fic Mghty at 12 Mile and Drake, 13
Mlle and Drake, and 14 Mile and

Township,
Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms and
Franklin.
The commisslon vote on Thursday
came four years after talks with af-
(Sl mmunltics began. Extend.
ing Port Huron water (o the western
cdges of Oakland and Wayne is part
of the Detroit Water and Sewerage
Board’s master plan that was devel-
oped in the 1960s. 5
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Underground wire fire knocks
out power for 2,600 in Hills

Farmlngton also were inoperable.
Stop slgns were ptaced in the Inter-
sections,

Farmington Hilla patrolman
James Kase was patrolling near 12
Mile at about 7:50 p.m., when be saw
smoke comlng from a manbole on
the eastbound lanes of the thorough-
fare, west of Drake.,

Kase stopped o Investizate the
smoke and a moment later the man-
hole cover popped off and propelied
ktself through the alr, according ta a
Farlml&gma llllllz police report. Sey-
eral other small explosions af
curred at the site. ® o tk.*




