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Stars gather to promote,
celebrate Special Olympics

Meetings emotional
—experience for.all

By Steven Alan McGaw

Celebrities often are asked to lend
thetr time, talents and, most of all,
fame, to various charitics, fund.
drives, causes, etc. To thelr credit,
most are agreeable; their motives
appear to be sincere and the aldof a”
blg name Is undenlable, Occasional-
Iy, hawever, the emotional tie be-
tween the organization or cause and
the celebrity in question ls readily
apparent; they are there because
they really want to be.

This seems (o be the case with the
gallery of stars {rom movies, televi-
slon, music and sports that put their
name and fame behlnd the Speclal
Nlymples. Look for many lumlnar-
jes to lend thetr time and support to
a cause that obviously Louckes many
hearts in “The International Spectal
Olympics All-Star Gala,"a two-hour

Stephan King guosts as an irmscible bus drver In Thuraday's
eplsode of Goifen Years. The C8S serias, wiso written by King,
stars Keith Szerabajka and Frances Slernhsgen.

specia) airing Thursday, August 15,
on ABC.

eter moments reiatcd (o the games,
like Debbie Gibson's intimate vislt

. ‘The Special Olympics progr

with a di d young gynmast in
L t, .Colo., and Bon Jovi’s

offers intense | Ining

competltion for young people chal-
lenged by meatal retardation. In
cvents mirroring the real Games,
Speclal Olymp pete 1n

3t Haohall

and vaﬂoussl‘rack and field activi-’

ties. Held this year In Minneapolis/

St. Paul, the Internatlonal Special ®

Olympics plays host to dedicated
compctitors from around the world,

The celebrities take part In all
phases of the Special Olympies. Ar-

nold Schwarzenegger is on band, for -

instance, for the moving torchlight-
Ing ceremonies In Athens, alopg
wlth Special Otympics International
Chairman Sargent Shriver. Randy
Traavis, Jon Bon Jovl and Gerardo
contribule exelting performances to
the lavish opening festivitics before
a crowd of more than 60,000,

The stars alse particlpate In qui-

SN L,

journey ta the capital of the Navajo
natlon In Arizona (o meet a Special
Olympian. These scenes,'along with
Inspiring profiles of four competi-
tors traveling to the Games, help to
depict the human panorama behind
the staging of an event that assumes
larger worldwlde significance each
year. The program also makes clear
the very personal attachment the
celebrities feel for the Speclal
Ollymplan.s and the games n gener-
al

Other cetebritles scheduled to ap-
pear in “The Special Olymples All-
Star Gala” Include Whoopi Gold-
berg. Fred Savage, Kirstie Alley, .
Wayne Gretzky, Branford Marsalls
and former - Olympian Florence
Griftith Joyner.

(From left) Film star Arnold
Schwarzenegger and hockey great.
Wayne Gretzky join Speclal Olympi-
ans (1-r) Carol Nordham, Blalr Wil-
llamson and Janet Culberison in
“The International Special Olympl-
ca All-Star Gata," Thursday, August
15, 0n ABC.
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