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Benefit
attracts
rockers

51 Lasry O'Connor
statf writer

; In & fitting tribute to the legacy of

Detroit rock'n’roll he helped create,
severat-area musiclans are putting
together an all-star beneflt concert
for the family of guitarist Joe Ku-
bert.

*'The former member of the Detrolt
Wheels died June 19 of cancer.

IThe concert Sunday at Harpos
Concert Theatre, Harper at
Chalmers, off I-94,-In Detroit will
feature a spccin! appearance by

Mitch Ryder and the Detroft Whecls,
Doars open at 7 p.m. (For informa-
uon call 824-1700).

Scott Campbeil, Detrolt Blues
Band, The Ratlonals with Scott Mor-
gan, Tbe Pollsh Muslims, Twlggy
Barbust & The Lizards in Jars and
the Garfield Blues Band zre also
scheduted to perform.

All proceeds from the concert wilt

g0 to Kubert's widow and 9-year-old
daughter.
- “It's jmportant the community
supports itself,” said Scott Morgan,
whose Rationals was another Detroit
act making a name for {tself in the
late *60s. “This |s something definlte-
1y worthwhile doing.

“Jt's what the local music scene
should be about — belng more con-

Paying thelr dues as 13 Englm s Mike Robbins (from left), Grant Ethler, John Crllchley and
Jim Hughes.

kicking out hits lke “Jenny Take a
Ride* ln the late 1980s,

“He provided that- nice little
thythm,” said Mitch Ryder, whose
friendship with Kubert dated back to
Junior high school.

Kubert performed with the De-
troit Wheels until 1967 when the
Vietnam draft decimated the band,
accordlng to Ryder, Kubert later
hooked up with Jimmy McCarty and
the Detroit Blues Band.

Ryder said the two kept {n contact
and even worked together a couple
of times, -

“ bave very few male friends in
- my Ufe,” sald Ryder In a telephone
Interview. “1 dufln.luly count him as
onc of them.”

— necled:

Plans include having the show di-

_ gltally recorded for a live album to

be released at a later date along

wlih material Kubert recorded with
the Detroft Blues Band.

: KUBERT WAS considered to have
had a large role in the Detroit

. Wheels' sound when the band was

Yes, Kurt Serbus will don the

dinner jacket and designer
' eyeglasses for the last area
: rendition of “The Devil and
* Sammy Davis.”

“After_he Joft. the  band, we never
got close again,” Ryd:
sad, We should

Four months on Nagle Street in
Hamtramck? Let's just say 13 En-
gines ran idle.

“We dldn't do much I tell“you
that,” sald John Critchley discussing
the band's temporary residence two

years ago. “We watched a lot of TV,
We probably drank a lot of beer and
‘wrote a lot of songs.”

THE TORONTO-based band re-
turns to old haunts Friday, Avg. 18,
headlinlng at Alvtn‘l in Detroit.
Doors open at 9 p.

18 Enj dld lee In Detroit in
the fall of 1989. The four-member
outflt hung out here while thelr sec-
ond album for Nocturnal Records,
“Byram Lake Blues,” was being re-
I

eased.
A majority ef those songs, in fact,
ware written during the band's stay
Lake, Mich. Likewlse, a
partlnu of the numbers can be heard
on 13 Engine's recent SBK relcase
A Blur to Me Now.”

d. “It's S0 docs this mean members con- Speakingof mdlw, Paricthe-Kar

sider Detroit/Michigan something of
a second home? Well . . . Critchley
1s quite the diplomat but he won't go
that far.

Instead, the Motor City dwelling ls
chalked up to the band paying thelr

ues.
“Blur to Me Now” is a back-to-ba-

sics in-your-face rock'n'roll album.
There isn't an ounce of extrancous
gultar matter or pop bombast on this
effort.

Part of the credit for that goes to
producer David Briggs, who's best
known for his work with Neil Young.
13 Englnes recorded “Blur to Me
Now” ln a flat six weeks, rehearsing
for awhile at Young's C:

IN CONCERT

e YL

Monday, Aug, 12 — Y.ML will per-
lvrmltRlclel!!.lllaumh Ann Ar-
bor. For Information, call 096-2747.  °

@ LYNARD SKYNARD

Tweaday, Axg. 13 — Lynard Skynard
will p&d witk guests, Jeif Healey
Band, 8 pm. at Knob, Sasbabaw
Road, off 1.75. Tickets are §23 for pavl-
1ios; $20 for lawn. For information, call

-8200.

@ FLATDUO JETS
Wedaesday, Avg. 14 — Fiat Doo Jets
will perform with Chickasaw
Mudd Puppls at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor, For loformation, call
9968335,

® M.OD

‘Wedoesday, Atg. 14 — M.O.D. wil] per-
form at Rick’s Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Ar-
bor. For Information, call #38-2747.

" ® BROTHERS FROM ANOTHER
PLANET

Thursday, Avg. IS — Drothers from
Another Planet will perform at 3-D Clud,
1815 N, Main, Royal Oak, For informa-
tion, call $89-3344.

® BILLY QOAT

Tharsday, Aug. 1S ~ Billy Goat will
perform with guests, The Brol lhcfhood
Recipee, at Salst Andrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Coagress, Detrolt: Doors open at $ p.m.
Tickets are §5. For Informatioa, call $81-
MELT.

ranch.
COMPARISONS to Mr. Young are
natural, but thelr valldity on!_v
comes In (he way 13 Engines'
streamlined aesthetics when making
musie,

“If you spend your time in the stu-
dio, triggering drum machines it's no
longer 13 Fmglnu " Critchley sald.

.o

™ .

Tharyday, Avg. 15— Assembly Re-
qulred will perform at Rick’s Cafe, 811
Church, Ann . For {nformatioa, call
9“-1747,

® ROBERT PALMER

Th 1y, Aug. 15 — Robert Palmer
will perform with guest, Deacon Blue, at
Plne Knob, Sashabaw Road and I.75,
Clatksion. For Information, call 377-
8200.

the Klogplns will perform at tbo Bund
Plg, 202 8. First, Ann Arbor. le.nlwh
mation, call #38-8533.

@ STEVE NARDELLA !
Friday, Aug. 18 — Steve Nardella will
ptrtorm at Sully’s, 4753 Greenfleld, north
of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn. For lnfors
leac. call B46-1820.

@& BILL HEID TRIO .

Friday and Satarday, Aug. 18-17, —
B0l Held Trio wlll perform at Bird of
Paradise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor, For
informatlon, call 862-3310.

® LADYSMITH BLACK MAMBAZC
Friday, Aug. 16 - Ladysmith Bluck

atre |g Detrolt. Tickets are §2S for pavi-
Uon; §18.50 for Jawn. For Informailon,
call 8721000,

® THE HANNIDALS

Friday, Aug. 16 — The Hannlbals will
perform at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann
Arbor. For laformation, call 996-3747.- -

@ DIANA ROSS
Friday and Saterday, Avg. 16-17 - Di-
ana Ross wilt perform 8 p.m. al Pine
Knob, Sashabaw Road and 175, Clarks-
hlon. Tickets arc $37 for pavillon; $22 for
wh.

® CHEVELLES

Satarday, Aeg, 17 — Chevelles will
perform on the Bobln Moonlight Crutse.
‘The boat departs 11 p.m. and returns 1
am. For inlormation, call 8430700 or
813-0200.

® REDC

Satzrday, Aug. 17 — Red C will per-
form with guests, Splral Dance, at Exit
Club, 39481 John R, Madison Heights. For
information, call $44-1298.

® THE DIFFERERCE
Satarday, Avg. 17 — The Difference
will_perform.at_the Blind_Pig, 208 S

ma i ln Tempermill Studlo, record-
ing their yet-to-be titled debut nlhum
for Black Garlic records. The band
features members  vocalist  Lori
Wyait, Jack Smith, Raquel Salaysay
(formerly. of The Truncheons) and
Kerry Gluckman {formerly of Walk
the Dogma).

Mol Triffid goes ‘western’

By Larry O'Connor
staff writor

Someone better tell Don McLean that Mol Triffid bas
gone to catch Lhe lnst train for the r.vut. Don't worty,
the music hasa't died. ‘ . .

It's just moving.

A farewell dose of vocallst Kurt Serbus’ apocalyptic
screcches and Kimao Ball’s double-barreled guitar will be
glven Saturday, Aug. 17, at Club Heldelberg In Ann Ar-
bor. Oh, but to sce Serbus don the dinner Jacket and de-
signer eycglasses for the last area rendltion of “The Dev-
11 and Sammy Davis.”

. ‘Then In one fell swoop, Mol Triffld will be off to San
Francisco. They're even taking Bloomfleld Hilis Lahser
graduate/drummer Scott Mast, who replaced Joha
Westerman last September.

Slmply put, Mol Trifild hu grown lired of the scene
here.

*“There's not a hell of a lot of places to play,” said
Kimo Ball, sltting in the llving room (we think) of thelr
Ann Arbor apartment with a ‘For Rent” sign on the door.
“Detrolt is sad. It's cither peaple loyal (o their [avorite
yunk band or apathetic to a Martian band from Ann Ar-

‘l'hcres no hitterness in Ball's volce, just resignation.
Mol Triffid accomplished more in three years here than
the average bunch of long-haired, power-chord metal
churning quariet.

THE BAND'S first single last year, “I Want to Sce
Pretty People Dolng Ugly Things,” revealed Scrbus’ pen-
chant for exploring the bteakest realms of the human
splrit.

Instead of warlness, the lead singer's trembling
screams seemed to revel in the madness as he vividly
deseribes a pathetic ereature alone watching porno-

graphlc films, Ball's incendiary gultar pieces only made
the package more hypnotlc. More importantly, the 7-lnch
single was {nstrumental fn garmering the band an instant
following.

Slace then, Mol Triffid toured the East Coast and the

. Midwest reglon extensively and sct up a home base In

Ann Arbor, While on the coast, the band recorded a ma-
jorlty of their upcoming release, “Touch the Monkey,” In
Boston,

The six-song project is 50 minutes long and will be
released on {fast becoming extinct) vinyl in the fall.

Among the sclections will be a number, “Satln Rules,”
In which Serbus pekes fun at the hysterla revolving
around alleged devl) worshlp. Another song is titled,
“Willlam Shatner Sleeps en the Eve of the Harmonlc
Convergence: He Dreams.”

MANY OF the Serbus-penned numbers come from his
own twisted perspectlve of every day events. “The Devll
and Sammy Davis,”. for example, was the result of the
late singer’s blography, which divulged Davis' alleged
involvement with the Church of Satan.

Whether a move Lo the Golden Gate City will lighten
up Serbus' songwriting remains to be seen. He wasn't
present at the Interview.

“He’s into It {the move),"” sald bassist Dave Sahijdak.

As, 100, are the rest of the band mcmbcTr: For Mast,

® SWINQING RICHARDS

Friday, Aug. 16 — Swinging Richards
will perform with guests, Llarhead and
Howdoyados, at St. Andrew's Hall, 431 E.
Congress, Detroit. For informaticn, call
261]

® DETROIT BLUES BAND

Friday, Aug. 16 — Detrolt Blues Band
will perform at Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaefer, For Information,
call 511-3650.
® DESTRUCTION RIDE

Friday, Aog. 16 — Destruction Ride
will perform with guests, All You Can
Eat, at Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Main,
Ann Arbor. For laformatloa, call $94-
3562,

® GEORGE BEDARD ARD THE
KINGPINS

Friday, Avg. 16 — George Bedard and
the Klogpins will perform at (be Blind
Flg, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For infor-
matlon, call 996-8555,

® GUY CLARK

Friday, Avg. 16 — Guy Clark wllf per-
form 8:30 p.m. at Blrmingham Unltarian
Church, 831 N. Woodward. Tickets are
$10, For informatlon, call 540-9031.

@ SUN SOUNDS ORCHEBTRA

Friday, Aug. 16 ~— Sun Sounds Orehes-
tra wil) perform on the Bobla Mooalight
Crulse. The boat departs 11 p.m. and re-
turns 1 am. For information, call 4¢3
0700 or 843-8300,

® GEORGE BEDARD ARD THE
KINGPIN
Friday, Avg. 16 — George Bedard and

First, Ann Arbor. Fm' Information, call
£96-8555,

® TRINIDAD TRIPOLI 8TEEL BAND

Satarday, Avg. 17 — The Trinidad
Tripoll Stee) Band will perform at Rick’s
Cafe, 811 Church, Ann Arbor, For lnfor-
mation, call 998-2747.

@ JAMES WAILIN BLUES BAND

Saterday, Aug. 17 — James Wailln
Blues Band will perform at Moby Dicks,
5452 Schaefer Road, Dearborn. For infor-
mation, call 278-3340.

® MOL TRIFFID

Saturday, Ang. 17 — Mol Triffid will
perform wiih guests, Thudpucker, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
laformation, call 894-3562.

® UIBERTINES
Satmrday, Aug. 17, and Sanday, Asg. 18
bertines wiil perform at the Ypsi-
lanti Heritage Festival at 2 p.m. on the
dock and at 5 p.m. during the “Talent
Show Contest” Saturday, For informa-
lon, call §83-6071. The band also per-
forms Sunday st the Plymouth Musle
Festival, For Information, call 453-1540.

® DANREED NETWORK

Satarday, Aug. 17 — Dan Reed Net-
work wlll perform with guests, Sassycat
and Culture Shock, at Saint Andrew's
Halt, 431 E. Coogress, Detroit. Tickets
* are §5. For Information, catl 961-MELT.

® BLACK PLANET

Satarday, Asg. 17 — Black Planet will
perform with guests, Spanking Bozo, at
Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward. For tnfor-
matios, cal) 831.8070.

the relocation is of particular
always wanted to be a member of Mol Triffid ever since
his former band, Pontlac, opened for them at a show in
Ann Arbor.,

“Kurt has a lot to do with it,"” Mast said. “So does the
muslc. He has such a presence. He's so Intense.”

Mol Triffid will perform with guests, Thudpucker,
Saturday, Aug. 27, at Club Heidclberg, 215 N. Main,
Ann Arbor. Cover is $4. For information, coll 994-
3562,

Fanzines: From Spirulina to ‘Booty’

Fanzines are tiny indep mu-
sic papers put out by regular people
Instead of same huge publishing cor-
poratlon. They're usually cheaply
printed on mimeograph paper with
crude graphlcs, a buach of
misspelled words and a casval writ-
ing style,

But that's what malu them great.

Instead of begi a record re-

bad day and going on a killing ram-

left of center

Jill
Hamilton

page, plus two “horror” storics
about the tragedy of going bald at a
young age written by the two Sendra
boys (baldness runs In their family).
The second Issuc Is more music-
orlented, but wrilten In the typleal
Brassneck stylé. In his review of the

Rlde LP, for cxample, Sendra
wrltes this__record

Pressure, Deadlinos, Tho.
down your neck and hover over your dosk. Don't tell
him to take a hike.

HELP IS JUST
APUNCH
b AWAY!

boss continues to breathe

view with phrases llke “the thematle
elements and polgnant tonal quality

.. " Fonzine writers tend to use
sentences like “These boys have
plenty of neat-o effects pedals.”

-Back In the 1960s, alternative
magazines were [n’ thelr heyday and
anyone who had something to say
would write It down and voila, they
wem 111 the publishing blz.

* Lately, however, fanzine produc-

tion — at least in this area — has
gone the way of bell bottoms, lava
lights and altrulstic behavior. A sur-
vey of local record stores (the major
distributlon point for fanzines) re-
vealed that most had zero or al most
three coples of local magazines.
' Most fanzine producers today
bave to be well-versed in ad rates
and distributlon techniques. But
there's sthll a few people, armed
with only a copler and something to
say, who manage to make thelr little
place [n the literary world,

Of the few that are out there,
thesa are some of the best:

New Dircction — This is a junlor-
sized fanzine put out by a guy who

calls himself Nick Name and his
“proofreader, lover and best friend”
Spirulina, Although the mag la Uny,
it does get around. The mall section
in the front of the book has letters
from readers as far away as Eag-
land.

Anyway, New Direction focuses
only on music. Mr, Name's taste in
tunes runs toward the alternative/
college sort. One lssue featured in-
lerviews with That Petro! Emotlon,
Snuff and Lovers and Other Mon-
sters a3 well as llve reviews of bands
like the Chills and Soclal Distortlon.

Bat the real body of the magazine
consists of “Nick’s Pleks,” a lengthy
sectlon of record reviews. Nick's re-
views are lke listening to that friend
of yours who frequents the indie bin
at the record store — they're smart
and {ull of obscure muslc info.

Scattered throughout the text are
a bunch of funny/phllosophical
quoles like Hans Selye's “If you do
what you like, you never really
work. Your work s your play." or

-

George Carlin's “1 am not a com-
plete vegetarian; I cat only animal-
sthat have died in their sleep.”

New Directlon only comea out

. twice a year — In June and Decem-

ber — and can be had by sendling

$1.50 to New Direction, 520 N. Ash-
ley, No. 1, Ann Arbor 48103,

Brassneck '— It's a musle rag with
a wicked sense of humor put out by
Chlp Porter (lead-off hltter, token
chump) and Tim Sendra (fleld gener-
a), token grump).

They say Lhat thelr debul issue
"genentcd about as much exelte-
ment_as ‘a Flock of Seagulls re-
union,” but since Tim is a recent
graduate and “doesn‘t have a job or
point In life” and Chip is a worker in
a party store where he speclalizes in
stocking canned shrimp, they decid-
od to put out a second lssue since
they had nothing to do.

The first issuc was nearly a
masterpiece in “zincdom.” It fea-
tures a comlc about Snuggles the

cuddly fabric softener bear having a |

makes me feel like an elephant in a
patch of daisles or a cement mixer
driving over cggshells.”

To get your hands on Brassneck,
scnd one buck to Brassneck HQ, 4746
Northgate, Ann Arbor 48103,

Motorbooty — Thls is a good bet
for those of you are Interested In De-
roit's Infamous past music history
circa the late '60s-early '70s. The
last lssue included interviews with
Detroit concert poster artlst Gary
Grinshaw and cx-Stooge Ron Ashe-
ton, an odd secret history of Detrolt
rock and a.visit to the Stooges Wax
Muscum.

Also scattered throughout the
good-sized mag are a bunch of com-
tes which range from the very good
10 the nearly indecipherable.

‘The magazine Is blunt, a little of-
{ensive and sometimes very funny —
a blt like Detroit itself. To get a copy
of the latest issue of Motorbooty be-
fore it's sold out (2l past issues are
unavailable), send $3 lo Matorbooty,
World-Wide Communications, P.O.
Box 7944, Ann Arbor 48107,

throw away the key.

play the-

Yolling, Scroaming. "Fighting.
driving you off your rocker. Don’t lock them out and

Let us smooth out the rough spots.
CD 102.7-FM, WXCD Is Detrol(‘s now radio station. We

Your off-spring are

Pat Mothonay, Anita Baker

nerves, don't punch a wall,
Relax and enjoy.

features music that is relaxing but nover boring. Fresh,
oxclting music. From antists llke Kenny G, George
Benson, Spyro Gyra, Steely Dan, Paul Simon, Basia,

muslc without all the hype and talk.
When life’s anxlous little moments start to got on your

DETROIT'S NEW RADIO STATION.

102.7 FM
X'moothiSoundi

around. WXCD

and Earl Ktugh, The newest

Punch us up,




