~ Porno deadline

Video store-owners ponder edict

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

Facing & mid-August deadline to
remove sexually explicit films from
thelr ahelves or risk prosecution un-
der Michigan’s obscenity laws, Oak-
land County video store owmers are
responding in varlous ways.

Many are consulting lawyers, hop-
ing to avold expenslve litigation.
Some are complying — |n a minlmal
way. Others are simply taking a
walt-and-see approach.

He also suggested a 30-day grace pe-
riod In which video store owners
cotld comply with his request.

Some potice departments — and
many video store owners — inter-
pret the 30-day grace period as a
&ind of deadline. Whether It's flex!-
ble or not, the deadline explres next
week.

“We've already pulled some rent-
als from our store,” said the co-
owner of a video store in Troy.
“We're hoplng that if we get rid of

. the more objectionable rentals, the

some area
of the American Famlly Association,
a patlonal anti-cbscenity organtra-
tion, fully support the campalgn to
ban what they consider to be obscene
Hlms, N

“I approve of the prosecutor’s ac-
ton,” sald Patricla Jacques, a
wmother In Rochester Hills. “Porno-
graphic material degrades women
and promates violence,”

(and any antl- pickets)
wlll leave us alone.”

‘The co-owner, who asked not to be
identifled, 2ald most of the 350 or 50
video rental stores In Oakland Coun-
ty have already removed films that
depict sex lavolving violence, chil-
dren of animals,

But they resent any pressure to
force them Into removiog other
{iims as an [nfringement on Lhe con-

* Jacques agrees with the Tl
Famlly Associatlon contention that
individuals do not have the right to
obscene materlal —. even In their
homes — any more than they can l¢-
gally use cocalne in private.

AT THE CENTER of the brewing
controversy is Oakland County pro-
secutor Richard Thompson, who last
month sent a letter Lo video store
owners reminding’ them of Michi-
gan’s anti-obscenlty laws and saying
owners could be prosecuted If they
rent tapes that contain or depict sex-
ual conduct.

In the lefter, dated July 10,

~Thompson asked video store owners
to remove any objectionable materi-
al from thelr shelves.

In a secparate letter, Thompson
advised local pollce agencies they

_.must_enforce state_obscenity laws.__ Wayne_ countics)..go_clsewhere_10 ..

rights of their
They also resent any infringement
on Lhelr right to that substantial
market.

“IT'S DIFFICULT to say how
many of our customers rent sexuall
expliclt films,” she said. “But we
bave a substantial number, men and
women, It's thelr right to rent sexu-
ally explicit flms." .

Dennls Bowdoln, owner of the Mo-
vieland Video In South Lyon, esti-
mates he's lost as much as 45 per-
cent of his business over the last four
weeks because he removed sexually
explleit films to comply with the

prosecutor. .

“Adult fllms make up about three
sercent-of-my-nventary,” Bowdoin
sald. “But customers who go across
the county line (Into Livingston or

rent adult {llms, Lhey also get thelr
other rentals while they’re at it."

Marle Quigley, co-owner of Movle-
1and Video in Farmington, said she
and her husband have not removed
any additlonal flims from thelr stock
because of the prosecutor's waming.

For one thing, the store does not
carry sexunlly expllelt flims involy-
Ing violence, kids or animels, But it
does carries sexually explielt (Hms,
Quigley sald Monday. “Of 34 films
returned today (following the week-
end), I'd say 11 are sexually explicit.

“We have qulte a {ew customers
{Including women and police offi-
cers) who plck up famlly films for
the youngsters, and something X-
rated for themselves.”

Quigley said her store doesa't In-
tend ta remove any more fllms. “We
really don't think anything'a going to
happen. We'll have to wait and see.”

Carl Rubin, a Jawyer who special-
Izes in First Amendment cases from
his office in Southfleld, said he has
received calla from several nervous
video rental store owners.  °

They don't want any trouble, Ru-
bin said. But nelther do they want
the prosecutor — or anyone else —
dlctating to them or their customers
about the kind of movles they can
watch,

RUBIN DISAGREES with Thomp-
son's interpretatlon of the law, not-
Ing that numerous court cases have
upheld the right of people to watch
sexually explicit flims.

But there arc cases already pend-
Ing in Oakland County that address
the Lssue of obscenity, Rubln said, 1
wish the prosecutor would wait untll
those-cases-are.resolyed_before he
infringes on the rights of citlzens or ™
)] ate businesses.”

Evening for.communication

The Oakland University Continu-
um Center is offering an

and plt(ilh that can lead to a com-

for couples to improve their commu-
nication 7-10 p.m. Friday, Aug. 16, at
the Hilton Sultes, Auburn Hills, with
"A Summer's Eve for Couples: Com-
munleation Skills Enbancement.™
+ Particlpants, led by Barbara Hal-
pern, will spend a relaxing and unin-
terrupted three hours exploring the
way they communicate in their rela-
tionskip,

Topics include listening, clarity,
points of view, feellngs and body lan-
guage. Also covered wlll be the traps

in marriage
or a relatlonship.

‘The fee of $85 per couple includes
the workshop for two and a compli-
mentary dessert cart/beverage, Din-
ner s also avallable before the seml-
nar at the Atrlum Cafe (otlonal, at
extra cost). Couples interested in
overnlght accommodatlons can pre-
book a suite at a speclal discount

rate.
Call 370-3033 before Aug. 14 for

information or to register. Master-
Card/VISA accepted.

[SER O]

PLAN AHEAD!

" Thompson, ln the meantime, dec-’

lines to say what he will do next
week when his deadline explres.
“I'm just golng to walt and see what
happens,” he sald. I expect most vi-
deo store owners will comply with
my request — llke the legitimate
businessmen they are. But who
knows?”
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