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Felines

Pet owners need rules

wish they were. Independent, mysteri-

ous, sleck, Not te mention the nine llves,
But In the real world where people

still rule the lair, eats are taking a lot of criti-
cism from thelr human counterparts — especial-
1y those counterparts who don't have cats as pets

C ATS ARE a lot of what people sometimes

tact with cats that may be infected.

THE MICHIGAN Humane Society also has a
good idea, Society officlals suggest that citles of-
fer different licensing fees to encourage sterili-
zatlon. Sterilized cats are less of a problem be-
cause they are less aggressive In hunting and

or are Irritated with g cats.

A handful of complalnts have been made to
both the Farmington and Farmington Hills city
counclls. Some people are angry about roaming
felines that kill birds, leave {ootprints on cars,
trudge through gardens and a host of other com-
plaints that generally have to do with the free-
roaming nature of cats.

You can't blame the cats. But you can blame

cat owners. The cats are just being what they,

are. It's time irresponsible owners of cats face
the music and take responsibltity. o

But people are people. And short of just hoping
people will change, something has to happen to
force them to change. That's why it's time for
some very baslc rules to be set down by both city
councils,

IT WOULD BE nlce to believe that people will
take good care of their cats. That they will be be
sure their cats are immunized agalnst dlscases
such as rables.

1t would be nlce to believe people will consider
their nelghbors — and thelr cats’ safety — when
they open the door and let thelr pets roam frecly.

But from nelghbors' complaints and the num-
ber of cats roaming free)y as strays or lylng on
the roadside dead — hoping for responsible pet
owners is a pipe dream.

It's time to make cat owners responsible. Cat
awners should have no less responsibility than
dog owners. Ordinances have long been in place
governing dogs and their owners.

True, those rules aren't perfect. But there's at
least a measure ‘of control over dogs and their
owners, when hecessary. Cats and their owners
should live under similar rules.

Farmington and Farmington Hills must re-
quire lcensing for cats, Licensing would easure
immunization. Immunization is important to
protect cats, as well as people who come in con-

g from thelr homes. .

The nature of cats, of course, must be recog-
nlzed withln any rules set down by the councils.
Cats are not quite like dogs.

True, cat owners — like dog owners — should
be required to supervise their pets outdoors. But
unlike dogs, cats should not be tied up to a tree or
gate post, for example. Cats run the risk of hang-
ing themselves and of being unable to protect
themselves against attack from other cats and
dogs.

Elut too long ago, a Farmington Hills resident
called police because the cat she left tied up to
her porch all night was Injured after someone
came along and put a rubber band around its
paw, which was bleeding .when the owner re-
trieved the cat.

———And-true; putting-a-leash- on-a-cat-is no-easy —

feat. But the citles must insist that cat owners
cither leash their pet or supervise their pet while
- outside. T

IT'S UNDERSTANDABLE that police
wouldn’t want to devote their day to hunting

Mourning Moslems

Some say that Plymouth art festival oHicials
response to this painting of Kuwaiti women
doplcting the anguish of war was a clear

form of censorship. For his opinion on the
isaue, see Steve Barnaby's column helow.

LIVONIA ARTIST Judy Gibbs re-

Censorship can’t mask
real tragedies of war

——cently. found -that
in many hues.

We Americans pride ourselves on
our freedoms, But those of us in-
volved Ln transmltting messages are
findIng increased resistance. Opposl-
tion comes from the growing num-

down stray cats. Yet for many hbors, the
problem is stray cats that cause havoc on thelr
property.

‘The cities must provide annoyed residents with
the ability te file a misdemeanor complaint
against an irresponsible cat owner who allows
his pet to stray where It doesn't belong,

That would address neighbors who have con-

. sistent problems with cal owners and thelr pels.

As it is now, problems with cats are treated un-
der nuisance ordinances. And that drags into
cumbersome and timely legalities.

But, more important, an ordinance would pro-
tect cats that, through their owners' negligence,
are roaming free in a world that Is full of danger
to small animals.

In suburbia
Tax plan may cost Engler in '92

term governor. He could lose it in 1992
aver the issue of tax base sharing.

Engler stirred up a ruckus over elimi-
nating general assistance welfare payments to
childless, able-bodied adults. But his positlon
didn’t cost him any vates, because the welfare
lobby never supported him in Lhe first place.

And Engler wisely tempered his position on
eliminating arts money under pressure from the
silk-stocking lobby that funded his campaign as
well as the arts. He opted last week (or a three-
year phaseout instead of an immedlate end to
operating money, offering other kinds of help
meanwhile.

JOHN ENGLER is in danger of being a one-

BUT.ON THE ISSUE of property tax base ~

sharing, the governor is turning his back on
many rank-and-file suburbanites who helped
give him a razor-thin 30,000-vote margin in
1980.

The plan, which probably will be adopted by

pr . D James d, con-
centraled a lot of atlention on this area with his
campaign swings and his attention to such Issues
as college tuitions and drunk driving.

IT WOULD BE ironic if Engler, who wants to
be known as a property tax cutter, were to slgn a
bill taking property taxes away {rom this vote-
‘rich area, We wouldn't be.able to spend the taxes
we generate, and we might have to raise millage
rates because of suburbia’s propensity to indulge
its schools,

The cunning legislators behind tax base shar-
ing - Sen. Dan DeGrow of Port Huron, and
Reps. James O'Neill of Saginaw — are sweating
mightily.to disguise thelk deed. Their final ver-
sion probably will seck (o soften the stab wound
by restoring some of the $72 million in “categor-
jcal” aid for special education they took away
last year. )

Some deal, In 1990 they steal categoricat mon-
ey from our right pocket, and in 1991 they pro-

ber of people who belleve they have
a right not to be af-
(ended, the truth be damned.

In a controversial palnting. Gibbs
Interprets the pain and suffering of
war. The scene makes you grimace,
for sure. You fee) the pain, share the
mental anquish. .

Entltled “Mourning Moslems,” the
painting was Inspired by a photo-
graph taken during the U.S. milltary
incurslon [nto Iraq and Kuwalt.

No yellow ribbons in this palnting,
no smiling soldlers with happy little
kids. Some would say thls palnting
deplets war's devastation, which was
masked durlng the {renzled Jingoism
this country experienced at Lhe war's
concluslon.

During the recent Plymouth Art in
the Park festlval, Gibbs' palnting
drew complaints. Some vlewers ex-
pressed discomfort at being made to
feel sad on a beautiful day, Festiva)
officlals “suggested” Glbbs remove
It from the front of the booth and
make it less conspicuous.

Festiva) officlal Jim Miller was
even more blatant,

"My concern is to have every art-
[st sell,” he recently sald..

In short, he was concerned that

We'A I pride
ourselves on our
freedoms. But those of
us involved in
transmitting messages
are finding Increased
resistance.

Glbbs' display of 'Mournlng
Mostems' would hurt the good old
American bottom line.

HOW SAD, how utterly pitiful. It's
frightening to think our vatues of
frecdom have become so distorted.
Read the Constitution, [folks.
Nowhere does It prescribe the
bottom Jine as a basic right,
Nowhere does It say the profit mo-
tive outweighs frecdom of expres-
slon.

As a matier of fact, profit is never
mentioned In the US. C

Barnaby

their vehicles. Because of a deep be-
lied in speech freedoms 1 felt obliged
1o grlt my teeth, mumble under my
breath and let It pass.

For weeks this newspaper's hedd-
quarters were festooned with yellow
ribbons. 1 sald little, believing that
others' freedom to express their feel- ~
Ings about the war outweighed my
distaste.

My personal abhorrence of war
comes from the experience of having
killed others during combat and )iv-
Ing with the Jilelong pain it inflicted
on the survivors. I've never been

Neither is defense ngainst being of-
fended,

That's why those of us wha were
offended by the U.S. military adven-
ture in Iraq were willing to put up
with yellow ribbons, the symbol of a
war which had nothing te do wilh
protecting anybody's frecdom.

At every turn we were faced with
yellow ribbons. A company, of which
1 sit on the board of directors, actu.
ally had yellew ribbens painted on

P ly good at expl 8
1hose feelings.

Judy Gibbs’ painting goes a long
way In doing just that for me and a
whate lot of others. We would appre-
ciate it if those who are offended
would simply go off and tie another
yellow ribbon and leave reality
alone

Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the 12 Observer & Fecen-
tric Newspapers.

from our readers

Stadium plan
is ‘strange’

~ To the editor:

The story of a new Tiger vs. the
old Tiger stadlum keeps getllng
more and more Interesting. The lat-
cst wrinkle in this flasco Is that Tom
Monaghan, (after trying to scll his
pizza emplre and falllng to find a
buyer} Is now rumored to be interest-

" recelve a nvar hundred million dol-

lar government subsidy?"”

Clearly, It is ironic that we are
talking about almost a $100 million
In tax subsidles for two blllionaires
while we cut wellare aid for many
deserving and destitute people. What
an intercsting set of events and a
sirange world we live in where wel-
lare beneflts are cut for the poor
while the billicnalres receive $100
million tax handouts. Strange in.
deed, strange indeed.

Next Founders Parade, tratfic ac-
cident, medical emergency, or (God
farbid} fire, please take time out and
say thank you to these who are work-
Ing for our fire department. I believe
it's deserving and way past due.

Ofc. James Skreycki,
Farmington Hllls

Thoughts

PN . " Mark D. Scully H
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be losers. One legislator Lells us ) percent of the

“sharing” would be done by Oakland County -

alone.
Republican Engler should know better than to
turn his back on that potent contingent. His

Amendments protect against
abuses of jury trial system

questionable charge.
You remaove your hat when you enter
the room. The judge orders the bailiff to
place it back on your head, then declares you in
contempt for wearing it. When the jury finds you
not guilty, the judge orders them locked up with-
out food or water until they change their minds.

SUPPOSE YOU'RE hauled Into court on a

They refuse, but the judge jalls you cnyway on
the contempt charge and imposes a fine that you
cannot pay.

Sound unreasonable? It was, but that's exaclly
what happened to Willlam Penn back in 1670,
and it’s one of the reasons the Framers of the Bill

Engler can still redeem himself by reversing
his leftward course and vetoing the tax base
stealing bill. He would be politically obtuse to
maltreat the friends most capable of culting
short his carcer in 1994, .

Billof Righs

of Rights wrote the Sixth, Seventh and Eighth
Amendments.

Thosc Amendments guarantec you the right to
a speedy and pubtic trial with an impartial jury,
allow you to canfront your accusers, to be repre-
sented by an atterney and forbid the court to im-
pose excessive bail or cruel and unusual punish-
ments.

The authors of those amendments may not
have been able to help William Penn, but they
tricd their best to keep the rest of us from being
subjected to such judicial injustice.

This is another in a continuing series of
articles marking the anniversary of the Hill
of Rights.

fact that ene of the rumared Tiger
buyers is nonc other than another
member of Michigan's Bllllonalre
Boys Club, namely Alfred Taubman.
The same Alfred Taubman who is to
be one of the representatives of the
county in determining the feasibllity
of the Tiger Stadlum enterprise

zone.

1t looks like, being an enterprising
billionaire himsel, Mr. Taubman de-
cided that the near $100 milllon gift
of tax revenue vis-a-vls & new hotel
tax that the county was wlkling to
give Tom Monaghan was ecnough
sweetener in the deal 50 as to entice
Al Taubman to purchase the Tigers.
With all of this golng on it might well
be time 10 ponder the basle question
which is:

“Why should a private business

m— (Dhseruer

Stave Barnaby managing cohilon

To the editor:

Today 1 went to the West River
Theater and viewed the mavie
“Backdraft." Afterwards I gained a
respect for America’s firefighters
that 1 don't think 1 had when | en-
tered the theater, |

Almest daily I work slde-by-side
with the firefighters who make up
the Farmington Hills Department
and the Farmington Public Safcty
Depariment. 1 must admit, I take
them for granted.

I strongly urge all the good people
of the clties of Farmington Hills and
Farmington te go and see “Back-
draft.” It's too bad we generally only
think of those that protect and serve
us when watching a funeral on the
nlghtly newscasts. Writing this letter
is my way af saying ‘Thank You."

& Eccentric Nrewspapers

who are killed by electric wires that
have fallen from poles.

But why were children that age
left running in alleys and streels
unaitended?

Secondly, the blame (s not theirs
alone. Since Desert Storm started,
yellow ribbons were everywhere.
The little ancs got ta believing they
were like flags to teuch and hold.

I always thought skul) and cross-
bones were on paison boltles and red
flags meant danger — “Stay away.”

It scems that cver since | was in
World War 11, most of the ones who
are hurt or killed by human errors
and mistakes are the little ones.

What more can be said
“Bless their souls."

but

1. J. Hines,
Farmlogton Il

Judith Doner Berne Slant managena ed.tor
Dick isham aenetal manager

Mark Lewis arector ol advertising

Fred Wright direcior al ciecotaon

Saburtun Cotmarneates Cosgs
Philip Power ctuntran s e i ey
Richard Aginian e cery




