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Southfield welcomes orchestra from Japan

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal writer

Most people bere have never heard of the .hpa-
nese clty of Otsu. And {few here reallze that Lans-
Ing Ly equally unknown to most of the world.

This, In itself, may not be a sufficlent basis for
these places {0 become slster clties. More import-
ant is the cnllural tradition that these two are
starting to bull

Last weck, the Otsu Philharmopale Orchestra
visited Michlgan and performed in three locatlons
— Lansing, Adrian and Southfield. In the latter, It
performed Saturday s a guest of the Southileld
Symphony.

THE OTSU Philharmonle, like its Southfield
counterpart, is a community orchestra of mostly
amateur musiclans. This has an inevitable impact
on such (hings as balance, Intonation and sound
quality.

Yet, a sense of artistic dedleation and spirit ls
in this group of talented young people. Among
them was an 11-year-old violinist who was visible
only when he croased the stage, disappearing
from sight when reaching his seat several rows

Mlny athers, who were older, stlll seemed fas-
cinated by the discovery and enjoyment of the
sound of thelr music,

P Viadislav Kovalsky, who was lnstru-
mental in arranging this visit, performed the ma-
jor work on the program - Chopin’s Piano Con-
l:edo Ne. 1 in E minor. The program opened with

E;)all is subject
of lecture

At bistorian Michael Farrell will give a lec-
ture on Salvador Dall at 7 p.m. Friday at the
Print. Gallery, 29203 _Not

Home," d into & major mode.
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The Rhapsody for Orchestra by Yuzo Toyuna
'was far more of th
Japanese style.

P

IN THE flnal phase of thls lengthy program, the
Otsu and Soulhfield symphonies jolned forcea.
Among the most impressive feats was the gi-

Mendelssohn’s Overture to “Midsummer Night's
Dream.”

In addition to these two works from the stan-
dard repertoire, featured were several lesser
known works includlng, as expected, worka by
Japanese composers,

Kovalsky, who teaches at Wayne State, Is
among the most recognlzed pianists in this area,
having with local and
chamber groups.

He was impressive In his mastery of the great
technical demands of this difficult concerto. Ho
learned the work only recently, and it Is still In
the formative stage with some rigidity in the
phrasing, but he demonstrated excellent control
otherwise.

AMONG THE lesser known works, some shat-
tered preconcelved notlons of Japanese music.

The Symphony No. 3 by Sadac Bekku reflected
heavy of French That's
hnrdly surprising because the. composer studied
with Milhaud, Messlaen and Liviet, The theme of
the flnal is a thinly
of the song, “When Johnny Comes Marching

-

gantic double fugue from the Symphony No. 4 by
Ives. The Lake Biwa Cruiaing Song by Taro Kogu-
chl was another Westernized work with some ap-
pealing qualities. The final selection, “Stars and

Stripes Forever,” never falls to generate enthusl.
asm In a crow

Hiroshl Suglrun, conductor of the Otsu Phil-
harmonle, alternated on the podium with Douglas
‘Btanchi, Sourthileld Symphony conductor.

In the special ceremony of exchanging plaques
and commendations, a abort lpeech In Japanese
by Noboru Murata was translated Into En
But the unlversal language of music was the rtal
communicatlon bridge. With this connection we
all knew what the important aspects of the spoken
messages were about.
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Farrell will explore the mystery that lurks behind :

.Dall's art.

-Dali wrote in his La Journal d'un genle, “Every
miorning upon awakening, I experience a supreme
pleasure: that of belng Salvador Dall, and I ask
myself, wonderstruck, what prodlglou thing will
he do today, this Salvador Dali.”

:Dali was a showman who walked around New
York Clty ringlng a bell if people were not paying
altentlon tohim.

:After the lecture, Dallan refreshments will be
served. There Is a $10 charge for the program

The gallery will be featuring a Salvador Dall Mu-

séum Boutique with T-shirts, prints, watches,
cards and other gift items.

Regular gallery hours are 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Manday-Saturday and until  p.m. Thursday.
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