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What'sina
name? Plenty, =
builders say

. éy Gerald Frawley
stalf writer

start with dlfferent criterla. Bu
Shaplro said be begins with a geo- |,
graphic theme beczuse he takes
great pride (n the lengths Ivanhoe
goes Lo retatn the natural elements

of development sltes. 1

- The diversity of residential deve)-
opmenl names s amazing.

This Pointes, That Something, Ani-
mal Run, Wood Acres, Blank Ridge, After he determines the domlnant
Such and Such Estates, So and So  geographlc elements, Shapirc sald

- Farms, Whatever Lakes, Someplace  he beglns the long process of brain-
Plnes, There Meadows, Here Rock,  storming, late evening doodling and
and Three Ridge Pine Wood Lake  soul searching.

Mcadows Estates — names aren't “I may plck 50 names before set-
selected by accldent. tling on four or five that I really like,

° . Gary Shapiro, president of the “and then I play with these for a L
lvanhoe Building Co. In West Bloom-  while,” he said. “There’s no magle to
" ficld, sald development names can  It, but there's got tp be some thought
e crltical to a project’s success, behind it

TR

=~ Ivanhoe's ~most ~recent ~develop-—After settling on"the best opfions; 2 name afier researching & slte or

Henry Ford, In response to the ur-  named after geographic features or  panles, cleaners construction, health,
of the indus- Some develop-  hotels, llmousine companies ard
iry, sought to mix elements of the ments are named after significant
city and countryside by developlng nearby objects.
Nankin MIR and simllar bulldings Mark Erickson, legal WIIM] nnd
into small factories. for Franket
Nankin Mlll and the area's history  Troy, said Somerset North — the do~

ments Include Misslon Springs,
Polnte on Pleasant Lake, and Wood-
_land Rldge — the last in association
with Bllitmore Properties — all In
. West Bloam(leld.
© “Names glve a community a sense
-of Identity,” Shapiro said. “A blg

Shapiro sald he reviews his favarites  sommunity's history, In the ease of
for wecks (sometlmes months) until Mmpo;me.y Glicberman chose that
finally one stands above the rest, name for his Weatland development

A good name, he said, shouldn't be - of single-famlly homes because the
trendy, because It has to stand the  project was developed near Nankin
lest of time. . R

“When I finally pick the name, I

even apartments,

Frankel Assoclates couldn't pre-
vcm others from using the word
" Erickson satd, but for-
tunately that extensive use hasa't di-

Developlng Mlllpointe around the

part of what the developer does s to
- set the tone for a community.” ith 1.

Setting the tone for a communlty N
“Includes & name, loges, entrance

styles — all of which creates a dis-
" tinet feeling and attracts a ceriain
_ lype of person, Shaplro satd,
But It all begins with a name, he
sald.

~"Shapiro said the process of naming
- the development begins the moment
- be acquires a parcel of land.
Generally, he sald he starts by
identifying geographleal {features
and then proceeds by taking into ac-
count the community and the market
he b3 targeting for the development.

he contlnued

tnatlon, he sald.

really ke it and feel comfortable

Once named, a development re-
tains that name as long as it exists,
signs, architectural and landscape Shapiro said. “People who live there
live with it from the beginning to the
end — they want something that
makes them feel comfortable.”

BERNARD GLIEBERMAN, pres-
ident of Crosswinds Communlty in
West Bloomfield, sald naming a de-
velopment harkens back to the age
old Idea of the communlty or village,

It makes a development distine-
tive, It turns a somewhere Into a des-

Nankin Mills theme was actually one
of his casler choices because It was
such an obvious selectlon, he said.
“That was the one obvlous thing
about that ared and Its history — ev-
eryone knows about the mill,"

After being built sometime be-

* tween 1835 and 1842, the first Nan-

kin Mill served as the focal point of
what was then Nankin Township, op-
erating as a grist mlll to grind graln
of ncarby farms.

The mill's significance to the sur-
rounding area contlnued into this
century. The existing mill bullding
was constructed during the 1860s
and was purchased by Henry Ford In
1818 for use as a small auto parts

flgure prominently in the develop-
ment’s marketing, Glieberman con-
tinued. The sales office displays old
photographs and histories about the

ca.

"I don't think you have to be a his-
tory buil to appreciate it.”

Tying a development into a local
history gives it a sense of belonging,
he satd. *It makes people feel there's
a reason for that communlty belng
there."

Developments  aren't always
named after historlcal figures and
cvents, Glleberman safd. Naming de-
velopments after previous owners of
the property — a farmer whose fam-
1ly owned the land for gencrations ~
is also qulte common.

velopers new residential project —
was very dellberately named after
the Somerset Mall.

Now celled the Somerset Collec-
tlon, Frankel Assoclates developed
the mall in Troy more than two dec-
ades ago. Somelimes, names take on
alife of there own, he sald.

“Somerset has come to mean @
certaln locatton,” he sald. The Som-
ersel name has come to represent
more than just the mal), but a part
of Troy (and even Royal Qak).

Erikson sald it st uncommon for
people to give dircctlons to the arca
by saying it's “by Somerset.”

Developers and businesses have
appropriated the pame aver the
years for use on afflce bulldings,

minished the image.

It's not surprising, then, that
Frankel Assoclates — the company
that started It all — would use the
name for It's own luxury, single-
family home development Somerset
North.

“Somerset has come to mean val-
ue and quality,” Erickson said. -

Marketing for the development re-
lies heavlly on the Somerset name
and the development’s proximity to
the Somerset Collectlon, he sald.

Somerset, Erickson admits, does
carTy a connotation of upscale, but
even more important is that the
words have become synonymous

OTHER DEVELOPERS might Glieberman said he llkes to choose  manufacturing lacllity, DEVELOPMENTS NEED not be medical supply companles, cab com-  with value and quailty:
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: - finest architecturally-designed homes,
. ‘ sequestered wpon 150 scenic acres of
Bluomfield Hills" most desirable real estate,

Located ona gorgdius wooded fot, this exquisitely
appointed home is ready for you to move in today.
l’mllviumlh decorated by Michigan's leading

= interior design-fiem; Perlmutter. Frewald this 39002
square foat, 3 bedroom, 3 1/2 bath honie with lifrary,
features neutral tones throughout and quality,
contemporary furnishings. Atjust $395,000, this
could be the opportanity of your hfetime.

You've discovered The ilills of Lone Pine.

Adiserete village of unique, single-family So-afteryou

o residenves. in shich expansive natural =~ 1 | read.recycle.
acreage ams, pondls and waterseapes
are meticulously maintained for each
homeowner.

And we'lldo oQ! '
part. Wo'lluse it

The Pointe on Pleasant Lake
affersvou aprivate sandy heach
tor ssimmang, heavidy wonded
andwcapes and ralling terram
Exch custom designed honie has
s own ong st of standad
features that are incladed i the
urchae price.

[ akefront and wonded stes
avatlable

again,
Chaice two- and three level homes available,
starting at $§50,000.

TEXEL LAND COMPANY, INC.

1200 Lone Pine Road v
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan 48302 )
(313 540-3000 - Fax (313) 540-2823 Read.

A VanderKloot Development,
West of Telegraph off Lone Pine Road.
Please call for an appointment. Brokers Protected.

Open Daily 12:30-0

788-1102

The Hillacd Lo D

Then Recycle.

Priced Imm $324,500

Lixated on Watnut Jake Road 2172
miles west of Orchard take Rd,
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