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No easy road in WLAA

Season will
challenge
prep teams

By Dan O'Mesra
staH writer

. Farmlngton tcams would tike to
upsct Lhe statusquo in Western
Lakes Activities Association boya
soccer this year but will face an
uphill struggle trying to accomplish
it.

Playing in the toughest soccer
league [n the state, the Farmington
teams traditionally have been over-
shadowed by the Livonia and Plym-
outh-Canton powerhouses.
: Harrison, Farmington and North
Farmington enter the 1992 season
hoplng to chatlenge those teams but
In the meantime will focus on win-
ning the city ttle, improving their
skiils and being the best they can be.

be good preparation for the district
fournament, and the Hawks will en-
ter post-season play as defending
champs, having ten Redford
Thurston 4-0 last year,

' Harrison was beaten by Mount
Clemens Lutheran North in the first
tound of the reglonal tournament,
but a post-season run is always a
strong possibllity for the Hawks.

FARM. HARRISON

With its leading scorer from a
year ago gone, Harrison will require
time to develop an offense while re-
lylng on its strengths at the half-
backs and goalkeeper.

Mark Lebovltz, an all-state honor-
able mention, scored 10 goals and
had four assists to lead the Hawks,
who were 7-8-2,

Harrison lost five starters in all,

Includlng defenders Jay Boger and
Mike Jacobs, haliback Mike Wolters
and forward Vince Berg.
- But the Hawks return nine varsity
players and have enough holdover
talent to possibly repeat as district
champs I( not make some nolse in
the WLAA.

Harrison s strongest in the mid-
Hleld where senlors Ben Plosky,
Derek Lenz and Steve Blankenship
are returning starters,

“They're workhorses,” Harrison
coach Glen Breuhan sald. “They nev-
et give up and always give 100 per-
ccn(.. They're real aggressive play-
ers.”

- The Hawks also have a veteran

Class B school; Harrison has™
. found the rugged WLAA schedule to

midfield

goalkeeper in senlor Chris Schrowe,
a returning starter who spends hls
summers attending camps and play-
Ing for teams in Californla.

“We asked for voluntecrs. three
years ago to play goatkeeper, and
he's really progressed well,” Breu-
han sald. “He’s looklng for good
things this ycar.”

Harrison’s Steve Blankenship

(5) Is one of three seniors returning to anchor the Hawks’

The helr apparent to Lebovitz
could be sophomore Alex Dzyngel,
who scored four goals last year and
is the lone assured starting forward
in Harrison's 4-3-3 lneup.

Senlors Steve Bruni and Dan Mil-
lar played on the JV team last year,
and Breuhan sees potental In fresh-
man Andrew Dzyngel. The Hawks

Lakers picked to repeat;
Raider grad should help

football

OBSERVER-AREA
MIFC PLAYERS

Fortts Staln; Ming Brooks, froshman dalen-
$ive Back, Livonia Churchd, Pat Lows,
futback. North Farminglon; Pa1 Pellit, nior
Tankor, Weslland John Glenn.

Geand Vaswy State: Todd Gesund, punior
wide rocerver, Horth Farmington; Doug Sliahl,
senor guatd. John Glen, E3c Thornton, jum-

By C.J. Risak
staff writer

Defense Is what matters, football
coaches insist.

Now explain why those in the Mid-
west Intercollegiate Footbali Con-
ference cast their first-place voles
for a team that Is loaded offensively,
but has more than a few guestion
marks defensively — Grand Valley
State.

Of course, It must be noted that
the Lakers went 10-2 last year and
won the Inaugural MIFC champicn-

with senior guarterback Jack Hull
(2,152 yards passing, 19 touchdowns
and Just {five interceptions) and sen-
lor running back Eric Lynch (977
yards rushing, 20 TDs).

Controlling the line will be an ex-
pericnced group, sald Kelly. “We re-
turn a lot of veterans on a very tal-
ented offenslve tne,” he noted. In-
cluded s starting senior guard Doug
Strehl (6-2, 250}, from John Glenn.

Mitchell's return (48 catches in
'89) strengthens the recelving. Top
pass-catcher Michael Short is gone,
bt senlors Tod‘Mcvnkcn and John

SHARDN LeMIEUX/#taff photographer

used Jeremy Teachman as a utllity
player last year, but Breuhan hopes
{o play him regularly on defense,
“"We're going to have to work with
{the forwards) a lot, but the potential
is there,” Breuhan sald. “Hopefully,
theyll get detier as the season goes

Pleaso turn to Page 2

Marshall

Cox is returning

By Brad Emons
staff writer

Dave Marshall's major ls law en-
forcement, 50 it's [ronlc he has only
one more year of duty with Eastern
Michigan Unlversity football aquad.
“I'm a criminal justice major, I
want to be a cop,” sald the fifth-year
scnlor {from Redford Union High.
“My dad (Herman) Is a retired De-
troft cop. He worked 25 years on the
force. I don’t want to get Into a kind
of job where I'm bustlng kids for
breaklng windows all my llfe, but
I'm wllling to start there, It's some-
thing I've always wanted o get

Mznlmll who is moving from de-
fensive back to outside Linebacker in
the Eagles' (formerly the Hurons)
new defenslve scheme, has had
enough of foot patrol. He's ready to
move up the ranks and play more of
a rele in EMU's upcoming season.

hall, who will graduate next spring.
“Right now I'm No. 2 at outslde llne-
backer. Fred McClendon (a return-
ing starter) is a blg, strong lincback-
er-type, whereas I'll play in nickel
situations. I'll be able to drop back
on pass plays and have to come up
and hit on the run. All Fcan do s
glve It my all and try to beat Fred
out.” )

MARSHALL, who has beefed up
his 8-foot-1 frame to 210 pounds, witl
also play on special teams,

In 1989 he played in all 11 EMU
games, recording five tackles,

Marshall, whose: injury report
reads like a rap sheet, has something
to prove In hls final year of eligiblll-
ty. He sat out the 1990 season with a
knce injury, a torn anterlor cruclate
Ugament suffcred that year during
spring practice on the artlflcial
practlce surface at the Unlversity of
Michigan.

“I'd be lying to say that you're the
same (after knee surgery),” Marshall
sald. “You can't run as fast or jump

as high. There's swelllng in my left

leg, sometimes it doesn't ever go
down, bul I can come very close to
being where [ once was."

Alter golng in for surgery in April
of 1990, Marshall began practicing
again with the Eagles late last sea-
son, only to be sldellned agaln with o
broken thumb (lorn Jigament), which
required surgery.

“1 sat our last ycar because my
knee was not totally better,” he said.
“It's tough, anyway, to come back in
six months.

Mmoves;

‘cblle e
sports

“But 1 did everythlng right as far
ax rehabilitation. I'm happy with the
way It is. I dedlcated mysell for once
this summer. 1t's o lot stronger.”

AFTER A SUCCESSFUL spring
practice and summer of weightlift-
ing and running, Marshatl ts anxlous:
to start the season. He hopes EMU
can do an about-face after a dlsmal
2-9 showing in 1990,

“It’s hord Lo say if we'll be as good
as the 1987 California Bowl team,”
said Marshall, who was a freshman
that champlonship scason. “I think
we'll be one of the most improved

ence). I see a ot of new faces. The
key is the younger players and how
they develop. We have a good bunch
of senjors, It's an Interesting mix."
Marshall, who earned a scholar-
ship after walking on, s glad he was
given one more chance to cantribute.
“I have no complalnts about the
way I've been treated here,” he said,
“] have nothing but respect for
coach (Jlm) Harkema.”
And someday Marshall hopes to
earn that same respect as a police
officer.

LOCAL EMU FOOTBALL KOTES: Sev-
oral area playors wil Igurg promantiy In Ihe
Eaglen' 1991 boason

Chuls Cox. a jrsor (ohgbaity-wise) from
Farmangton Rarrson, teturns a1 wnobackes
whero he frushed siaih las] 50a%00 by lackies
The 6-3, 230-pounds Cox had 29 sokcs and 21
3wty 1

Chris Parentl, 8 62, 234-pound senior Loe-
bacher from Livorua Frankin, Biso coturms efier
Playng n ecnl games lasl 16430 (INCRang
one $1art) , Mo retuers 1rom hornia wagery.

Mike Bayle, 8 6-3, 260-pound offensve leck-

o hom Rediord S1. Agatha may pet ihe starting
<okl The red: leh.ver “could De an Inlerosting

Dryan Wauldson, another ted-tht kscr
m.m Rautrson. coukd 810 14 6 void a1 wids (o-
“Ho's Toaly at & pont whore If ho alays
vmw Po'E have & Chance 10 IMpPact because
3 * sait Harkoma of the

Deania Parker, & 63, 251-p0und red-ahin
$0pnomore Irom Rediord Bshop Borgess, wi
1om bach up auty 1 o cefery ion

ncomeng freshman class incaces deten
e bach Mike Thomes (Rediord Cathoic
Central), who could 3c0 conderable acton,
along wilh taibacs David Dobbin (Borgess) .
hiEback Scott Hehcls (Hanmon) and delensve
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Saginew Yalley Stata: Aun Piits, s0pho-
mors delernive Ineman, Steveoson. frian
TBor, bonior Coreback. Salem; Drad Wok-
man, hoshman Sefemive Mnoman, Wayne Me-
moral Stave Balog. hestnan ineveckor, Sa-

W-yno Btate: Mario Awaqud, sophomarn
futback, Canton (Redlord Bishop Borgess)
Enh Durton, ewnan punter, Licela (CC)

Conlgy, frexhman fuiback,

Wio-
o, Wottland (Wayre Memorial] ; Vason
Pawhion, tiesbenan noseguard.  Hedford

80N, $0phomone

§1. Agatha; umn Eum\-. sophomare salety,
Guom CHV' Jaf Zawtslak, s0phomore slol
Crurchll

tight end Bob Mitchell, a 1990 pre-
scason All-America candidate.

Still, elght senlors have graduated
from Ulc defense, Including all three

starting linebackers, which will put .

pressure te produce on those with
experience who return,

Like Eric Thornton, a 6-foot-2,
220-pound junior defenslve end from
Westland John Glenn HS who record-
ed four quarterback sacks In part-
time duty last year. The defensive
line is solid, with scnior defensive
tackle Jim Cramer, an All-American
candldate, returning.

BUT WITH a new corps of lince
backers, the defense may be vulner-
able. Brian Kelly, Grand Valley's 29
year-old first-year coach, knows it,

“I don't think there’s an offensive
coordinator around who wants to be
In o pesition where they have to
outscore the other team,” sald Kelly,
who served as the Lakers’

249 yards and one TD last season.

IT MAY BE tough to repeat, how-
ever, Ashland College was plcked (o
finish second, with Hillsdale College
third and Saginaw Valley State
fourth. Ferrls State and Northern
Michigan tied for flfth In the poll;
any of them could challenge for the
champlonship.

At Hillsdale, a strong offcnsive
linc and tough defense could propel
the Chargers (7-4 overall, 7-3 In the
MIFC last scason) into contention.
The offensive line Is anchored by
senior center Kurt Urban {6-2, 240),
Irom Plymouth Salem. Urban start-
ed every game last season.

“Qur offenslve line Is golng to be
as strong as it's ever been,” said
coach Dick Lowry ashe pmpared for
his 35th scason. “The question mark
will be at quarierback.”

Lowry hasn't found a suitable re-

coordlnator last year. He succeeds
‘Tom Deck, who IcH 1o jeln the Notre
Dame coachlng staff.

St I it comes to that, he has the

tools to do It — starting

for Craig
Como at quarierback, and hinted a
freshman may even fill the positlon.
Another notable loss to di
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