Monday, August 19. 1991 O4E

FRA

Jaclyn Nedrosclk, 7, ol leonln. asalsts magician Thomas
Plunkard with his magic act.

“Want to pet a chicken?” Thomas Plunkard asks one kid in -

the audience, Plunkard's magic show and nine other events

Bhoto by SHARON LehIEUK /st

drew hundreds of people downtown on Wedneaday after-
noons this summer as part of the DDA’s Summer Fun Scries.

Sleight of hand

Magician wows crowd in finale
of city’s Summer Fun series

: "AGIEIAN THOMAS Plunkatd offered a little '
sletght of hand, some iNusion and plenty of
fun at his magic show In downtown Farm-

Ington last Wednesday.

The event was the finale in a 10-week Summer Fun
Series, designed to give arca residents something to do
on Wednesdays during the summer,

The serics was sponsored by the Downtown Develop-

ment Authority.

Each of the serics drew several hundred kids, par-
cnts and others to a green-and-white strined tent set up

River.

every wu-k -at the corner a! Grove Street and Grand |

Plunkard held two shows, in which he drew children
like 9-year-old Frendan Dawson of Farmington Hills
and 5-year-0ld Sara Winston of Farmington onto the
stage and into the act.

The DDA L! an agency of the city of Fnrmmgmn

lrlcl whllc
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In the past year, the DDA bas made a commnmvnt

trict.

to helping to promote and market the downtown dis-

Thomas Plunkard
pulls coins out of thin air as
port of his act Wednesday.

Business association
for Hills’ Orchard Lake corridor

By Cassy Hans
stalf writer

A Farmington Hills clty council-
man has proposed forming a busi-
pess assoclatlon and possibly begin-
ning a banner program alony the
city’s 2-mile Orchard Lake Road
torridor.
= *I think we've ignored them, not
purposely,” said Councilman Ben
Marks, speaking about the mix of
corporale tenants and small re-
tailers which stretch along the major
thoroughfare. “I think they'd like to
sce some elected attention. The city
should take a teadership role.”

Marks wlll put a detailed propesal
together for fellow council members.
to consider (n 30 days, he said during
an Aug. 12 discussion. Marks has
vowed to spend the time necessary
to promote the idea and get partici-
patlon.

City manager Willlam Costick
said he supported the idea, and said
continuing  beautification  efforts
along Orchard Lake Road between
12 Mile and 14 Mile might be coordi-
nated through such a group. “I think
(n order to get things off the ground,

od 1o plantthe coedi, - hasald

Marks said he had already spoken
with several business people, and
ihat they felt it was important to
majntaln a separate identity for the

.Orchard Lake corridor, the main

commercial ' corridor running
through Farmington Hllls and north
into West Bloomficld Townshlp. “It's
going to take some selllng and some
hard work,” he added. “These people
need a Infusion of juice.”

BUT NOT all council members be-
lieve such a group should be en-
dorsed by the city. “T don’t think this
is a function of the city,” Council-
woman Jean Fox told Marks. “You
Ro out and do it. Gosh, maybe it will
be wonderful.”

She suggested perhaps consldera-
tion be given to involving the Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills Chamber
of Commerce. Councilman Terry
Sever said he had no objection to an
association, “as long as It docsn't
conflict with the chamber.” Sever
sald he wanted 1o sce a structure and
a purpose If such a commiitee is
formed.

Chamber of commerce cxecutive
director Jody Soroncn said she had

ot vet the as50-

proposed

clation with Marks or businesspeo-
pl.. but said shie has “no objection 10
working with them and doing what
we can.”

She said the chamber has made no
special efforis 1o help the Orchard
Lake businesses form a group, but
that a number of them are chamber
members.

Marks also-proposed hanging dec-
orative banners along Orchard Lake
with recycling information, similar
to what has been used in downtown
Farmington. He said money {rom
the city’s solid waste budget for edu-
cation purposcs could be used. “It's
another part of paying atlention fo
Orchard Lake Road," he sald.

Other council members  said
banners, if approved, might need to
be changed periodically using other
themes, and they wondered how that
would be paid for.

Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi said he was
concerned about Orchard Lake
Road, but also about other business-
es inthe city

“I'd like to sce us, overall. look at
our relationship with the business
community,” he said, suggesting the
city recognize firms for longevity
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‘Hillside student honored for invention

s, a kindergar-
tener at Hillside Elomentary
during the past school yeor,
posos with his winning Inven-
tion.

Hillside Elementary kindergar-
tener Charlie Maas won {irst place
in the natlonally sponsored “Invent
America!” contest.

His invention, “The Traveling
Squirt Gun Ammo Pack” won among

and.other iteme

in response to
criticism that America
was losing its technical
edge to other .

all kindergarteners in Michlgan en: .
il

1ering the contest. The
now be taken 1o the regional compe-
tition, where winners will win a trip
to Washingten, D.C., for the natlonal
competition and a visit with Presi-
dent George Bush,

For the contest. children from ail
across the country were urged to in-
vent things to make life easier for
ihem. Charlie invented a pack. te
carry extra water for refilling his
squirl gun while playing.

His prize s a $200 US. ﬁa\mm
Bond from the United States Patent
Model Foundatlon. tn additlon, Hill-
slde school in Farmington Hills will
receive an “Invent Amerial” flag for
their fagpole, and several other
gilts including a Polarold Instant

de tries,
“Inven! Americal” was
started in 1987.

camera and teaching materials.

In response 1o criticism  that
America was losing its technical
cdge 10 other developed countries,
“Invent America!” was started in
1987 by then-Vice President Bush to
encourage children ta create, ex-
plorc their dreams, and to imnprove
life for themselves and their coun-

try.

The US. Patent Model Foundation
is a non-profit organization support.
ed by grants from corporations in-
ctuding Kmart, Polaroid and Pepsl.
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