A little skeptlmsm helps guard against con artists

By Kim Kemske
spoclal writer

A deal that sounds too good to be
true probably is,

2 It 1a most likely a con game or
fwindle to take your money and give
Hack little or nothing in return.

’ IWhll!; people cve{ age 65 make up
anly percent of lhe tion,
they constitute about WWP"-“ t of
seam victims. Often the victims of
such ploys are older women, but con
dnms will Lry thelr ucuu on any-

H Mul of us think that we couldn't
be tricked into paylng out our bard-
darned money for “phony deals,” but
con artists are experts in paychology
gnd human behavior. Thelr amooth
talk and self-assured manner can
win your confldence and, before you
Know it, your money, too.

1 To protect yourself from swindles,

=

you should be on the lookout for
common consumer {rauds and read
the papers to find out about any new

Most of us think that
we couldn’t be tricked
into paying out our
hard-earned money for
‘phony deals,’ but con
artists are experts In
psychology and human
behavior. Their smooth
talk and self-assured
manner can win your
confidence and, before
you know it, your
money, too.

ploys belng used in your area.
One of the many scams to watch
out for Is the Home Repalr/Inspec-

tion Fraod. In this scheme, an indi-
vidual offers to do a repair or in-
spection  on-the-spot because the
crew s working In the nelghborhood
and they have leftover materlals
from another job in the area. You
will often be quoted a very low price
for an expensive job or be lead to
belleve that you need expensive re-
palrs which are muy ot pecessary.
The person often will take your mon-
ey and do nothing, or do the job in-
correctly or with Inferior materials.
TO AVOID becoming a victim, al-
ways get several estimates for a re-
palr or improvement job, and com-
pare prices and terms. Rea Read estl-
mates, and any other contracts,
thoroughly before slgning them. If
u doa't
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for estimates. Ask friends for recom-
mendatlons and check with past cus-
tomers or the Belter Bualness Bu-
reau before slgning a contract. Be
susplcious of high-pressure sales tac-
Ucs and one-time-only deals.

Arrange to make installment pay-
ments: one-third at Lhe beginning of
the job, one-third when the job is
near completion, and the balance
when the work s dope. Pay by
cheek, not cash, and make sure you
get a written guarantee,

Legitimate companles are Injured,
too, when con artists Imitate thelr
sales methods. Learn 1o sort the bad
apple from the good Lo protect your-
sclf from scams.

If It happens to you, don't be too

you you
read, ask for clarification or call a
friend, neighbor or your attorney for
thelr opinfon.

Check to see §f there is'a charge

to make a police re-
port, or think that the pollce can’t do
anything to help. Your police report
can help to prevent others from
belng victimlzed, and, maybe, put

A

the con artist in jail. OMNHF
you can do include: :

® Inform your Nelghbvmod
Watch or subdivislon association-of
any known or suspected con umu
in the area.

# Call your consumer prow:uth“
ageocy and the local newspapers L
you think you're a victim of fraud:’
Work with the police and other lgeo-,
cies by providing any Information’
you have about what occurred, LM:;
person(s) lavolved, ete. §

@ Contact the Better Business Bn-
reau to help you resolve the comA
plalnt,

® Contact your local poﬂ.mutnr‘
if you think you're a victim of mlll
fravd.

You don't have Lo be conped. Just
be alert.

Kim Kemske is a crime prruﬂv
tion technician with the Farms,
ington Hills Police Department.
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‘police/fire calls

PRKEIENIEN

:Listed below are some of the
Fhrmmqmn -drea police inci-
dests, fire calls and court cases
réparlcd during the past week:

‘

|
& LARCENY ATTEMPTS

~'l‘vo Farmington restaurants and
aiLivonla butcher shop were vislted
by a man-Aug. 13 who pollce belleve
was attempting to {racdulently ob-
tain refunds,

According to a Farmlngton De-
pﬂr(ment ol Public Safety report,

the man vislted the A & W restau-
rant, 22004 Farmington Road, and
the Kowsalski store at 22030 Farm-
ington Road In the mid-afternoon
hours. At the A & W, he told employ-
ces he had become 1ll from eating
food and demanded a refund. At the
Kowalskl store, he asked for a re-
fund on 5 pounds of dip, saying it had
a halr in [t In pelther case did he
physically return the product.

As he visited the Kowalski store,
an employee of the Butcher Block

store on Farmington Road Just south
of Eight Mile called to warn employ-
ces there the same man bad just at-
tempted the same thing at thelr
Livonla store.

According to police, a Kowalski
employee recalled the man coming
in and obtatning a $15 refund in Ju!y
after complatning of an alleged
problem.

Pollce are sccking warrants
charglng a 30-year-old Westland
man,

@ TRESPASSERS 8TOPPED
Three youths were stopped and
ticketed early the morning of Aug.
15, after Lhey were seen on the roof
of Flanders Elementary School,
32800 Flanders, Farmlngton.
According to a Farmington De-
partment of Public Safety report,
the three were on the roof for about
5-10 minutes, There was no damage.
‘They were stopped leaving the scene
and Ucketed for trespassing. Two
were 16-year-olds and the other a 17-

year-old. All were from the Farm-
ington area.

® THEFTS REPORTED

Some $250 In rolled coins was
stolen August 14 from Kitts Tools,
27600 Eight Mile, Farmington Hills,
Aug. 14. Two prior break-ins were
reparted wlith similar methods of op-
eration, police sald,

A thiel tock off with nearly
$15,000 worth of property lollowlng

a break:In at a Halsted residence in
the Hills Avg. 14. Among the items
stolen were 32,200 cash, & crystal
ashtray and lighter, gold chalns and
a VCR. '

A Greenhll] Street resident report-
ed $785 in property stolen {rom his
1988 Ford T-Blrd Aug. 15. Hilla po--
llce observed three subjects crulslnxv
apartments and condo complexes on |
Nine Mile Road, looking into vehl-
eles with smail ﬂl!hllghts.
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To Read In The .
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Results

‘. l Plant your advertising message in the
= Observer & Eccentric classified columns

¢ rewards.

FACTORY
DIRECT

And Uncompromised

Elegant Styling

Quality

* SALE!

Featuring new and nearly
new children’s clothing,
accessories and gift items.

Wear it again...kids

25836 Middlebelt Rd.
Mid-€leven Shopping Center
Farmington Hills, MI 48336

(313) 442-2900

KF10-SPM S0 AM . 3 PM

Ono of tho ucllxly.:onn.sl and wel-maintainod contees i
(o)um‘ry Lanes of Farmingtonm

MEN, LADIES, MIXED, SENIORS, YOUTH,
HIGH AVERAGES, LOW AVERAGES

DAY EVENING and WEEKENDS
DON'T MISS OUT
FALL LEAGUES NOW FORMING!

30250 W. Nine Mile Rd., Farmington Hills
('2 Mite Wes1 of Middiebelt Raad)

In Premium QOak Doors and
Sparkling Beveled Glass Inserts

¢ Oak, Steel & Fiberglass Doors
* Marvin Windows

* Peachtree Windows & Doors
 Fine Quality Tiffany Lamps

10% OFF

CLOSET
SYSTEMS
Salo onds Aug. 31st

cal for a free-at-home consultatlon or visit our showroom

713 Starkweather
Blymonth, MU8170

453-1660

24407 Halsted Rd.
Farmington Hills, M)
1 Blk N _of Grand River

\\

WALLPAPER SAVINGS

It’s Like Money
In The Bank s

In Stock

—WALLPAPER
20% o 70%
Off
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