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- SNO’ USE. Racing fans don’t care whether it ramQ snows, sleets or
_hails, when the runners start they start running to get to the track. This
shows a small portion of the 19,240 who turned out for the season opener
at the Detroit Race Course Saturday. It was a record opening day crowd
and the handle was another record with a total of $1,285,256.

By DOC MINARD

The question of how De-
troit area racegoers would
accept late winter thorough-
bred racing was answered to
the satisfaction of all when
the Detroit Race Course
opened a 120-day meeting
with the largest opening day
turnout and a record opening
handle. R

And Detroit Racing Asso-
ciation officials learned to
their dismay that the loss of
1,200 parking spaces due to
the construction of the new
highway along Schoolcraft
Road could hurt.

The parking lot gates were
closed some 3} minutes be-
fore post time for the first
race. Where the overflow
cars parked is still a bit of a
mystery but it is believed
that many fans osed the
Roma Hall, Forest City,
Cloverlanes Bowling lots and
some even parked at the two
supermarket lots at:School-
craft and Inkster Roads.

With tongue in cheek, track
officials had predicted a

Find Use For Christmas Trees

By LEM MESEE

- Outdoors Writer
If you have a bunch of
kids--in a school class, a
sequt, troop or “‘Y" group—
here’s an Ecolugy project

{ can handle in one day.

will not only make our
towns cleaner, but will help
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nature and outdoor sports-
men.

The project is building
wildlife ghelters from old
Christmas trees.

The men who coordinate at
the work are Hartley Thorn-
ton, naturalist at the Proud
Lake State' Recreation Area
near Wixom, and Hank
Chruscial, 19345 Brentwood,
Livonia, of the Western
Wayne County Conservation
Assn.

Both men handle speaking
engagements to explain the
program and set up work.

BURNING OF unsold trees
after Christmas, like burning
of leaves in fall, causes air
pollution and irritates many
sensitive lungs. Thus, it's
becoming an unacceptable-
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even prohibited—practice in
many municipalities.

It’s better, say Thornton
and Chruscial, to make use of
the trees by constructing
wildlife sheiters.

“It's ideal cover for rab-
bit, woodchucks and chip-
munks,” says Thornton.
““Red Squirrels use it to store
food. Reptiles, like blue racer
snakes, can take cover
there.”

Many patches or woods,
they point out, are clear of
ground cover (note the open-
ness of the ground around the
shelter in the picture).

If there is no cover, hunt-
ers may decimate the popu-
lation of (say) rabbits in a
single season. But with ade-
quate cover, fewer rabbits
will be flushed when a hunter
pokes around the pile, and
the total rabbit supply will be
increased.

And so the shelters benefit

both wildlife and the hunter.
v e .

SHELTERS LAST four or
five years, says Thornton,
and there’s more to con-
stmchng them than you
would th

A goorl shel(er should be
up to 15 feet high. You start
with a tree that's already
down, if one's available, and
stack Christmas tréees on
that. You criss-cross them
into a maze pattern. Then it's
not,so easy for a hunter to
run the animals out.”

Small groups are best to
work on these jobs, he adds.
They're easier to teach and
more careful on the job. It's
better, too, if a small group
builds only one shelter in a
day and does it well than to
half-finish several shelters or
do shoddy work.

Says Chruscial: “‘We've
even had girls work on
these.”

St. Christoph, Austria
It’s ‘been snowing for two
days. Some diehards are out
on the slopes, but the great
majority are confining them-
selves to indoor activities.
No one is complaining
though. The first three days
of the week were magnifi-
cent. The sun, snow and tem-
perature were the most ideal
I've seen in several years.
St. Christoph is a small sta-
tion situated in the Arlberg
region, province of Tyrol,
Austria. It is five kilometers
up the mountain from its
more famous sister, St. An-
toine. Three other ski sta-
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Ski Heil

By .

BILL CAMERON.

tions, Zurs, Lech and Steuben
are only four to eight kilome-
ters away. For variety, you
can’t beat the area.

. . e

THE CABLE CAR from St.
Christoph takes you to the
Galzig where- you board an-
other, larger cable car that
takes you to the Valluga.
From there you have a
choice of an easy or a diffi-
cult run back to the Galzig or
into St. Antoine or St.
Chrstoph. It's a fantastic
seven mile run."If you like
skiing moguls you can find
your fill of thet here.

Some of onmr party were
raving about the view from
the top of the Diavolezza in
St. Moritz, until they saw the
view from the Valluga. What
a fantastic panorama!

‘Words can hardly express
the hospitality shown us at
our hotel, the Hospiz. The
staff have gone out of their
way to please us. Everything
from the food to the service
to the rooms are excellent.
Last night we had a tradi-
tional “suckling pig” dinner
for our group.

The band paraded in, fol-
lowed by the chef and the
roast pig, three delightful
children dressed in Tyrolean
costumes sitting atop a keg
of beer, followed by the wait-
ers and waitresses with the
rest of the dinner. Yours
truly was called out o “tap
the keg” which I did in my
usual professional manner.

1 have a suite complete
with bedroom, bath, living
room, refrigerator (stocked),
TV and balcony. Naturally I
take breakfast in my room
each morning. It's the only
way to live.

‘What a cosmopolitan clien-
tele. We have Americans,
French, German, Austrian, a
Scotchman now living in

Africa and an Austra-

. The babble of the differ-
ent lzngnages dunng dinner
is quite i

Better Crowd And Wagermg Marks

crowd of 17,500 for the earli-
est opening of the runners in
Michigan history. Most ex-
pressed amazement when the
final gate count was 19,240
and the mutuel handle $1,-
285,256,
.

BOTH FIGURES were
records, bettering the pre-
vious highs of 17,170 for a
Saturday opening in 1962 and
the $1,211,030 wagered on
nine races in last year's
Monday opener.

“We knew we had lost 1,200
parking spots,” said Richard
S. Wilson, vice president in
charge of public’ relations,
“‘but we didn't think we
would need space for such an
early opening.

“We have been waiting for
warm weather to slag our
other parking areas; we'll
start work on them immedi-
ately after such an opening
reception.’”

With snow on the ground
and the air still a bit chilly,
there was some question in
the minds of those who pro-
fess to have a finger on the
public pulse about how racing
fans would accept such an
early opening.

True enough the DRC had
installed additional heating
units and had glass enclosed
several areas but most fans
like to step out on the apron
to watch the progress of the
races.

The horses, many of whom
shipped in from the Toledo
Raceway meeting, were

N

Secrataria) Posture chair,
Mode! T410-510, vinyl uphol-
stery, polished chrome base.

largely an undistinguished
lot.

But, then, the first 30 days
of the meeting supposedly
was planned to take care of

such horses. The higher class
stake type animals aren’t
expected to ship in until the
meetings close in the south-
land.

= 2 Records Fall In DRC Opener

Then all of the major sla—~
bles will shlp north and most,
of the familiar names to local*
fans will be on the scene m.
compete,
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® Long Wearing
Soft and Deep

Easy to Clean

® Non-Absorbent

® Non-Allergenic

® immodiato Dolivery

® Guaranteed Installation

® LOW BANK RATES
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Actnow!
Save big dollars
on Steelcase
office furniture

the world’s largest manufacturer
Foralimited time, Steelcase has authorized us to
offer special reduced prices on 17 comfortable,
ruggedly built chairs and 8 space-making letter or
legal size tiles. In addition, we are offering

5-Drawer letter size file.
Model 1705, standard finish,

G

® CREDIT TERMS AVAILABLE

CARPET SAI.E!

KODEL

OVER
1 THICK

WE'LL BRING CARPET TO YOUR HOME
peciaters

SHAG! |

10 BEAUTIFUL
COLORS TO I
CHOOSE FROM

Italian Qlive

Moss Fern

Dover White

Gothic Blue

Passion Pink

Avocado

Shell Beige

Blue Berie

Buttercup Gold

Wild Honey

“Achieve that “Fashion Maga-
zine” LOOK in YOUR HOME
with this dazzling array of bril-|
liant colors i in today's most|

desired cai
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Never-before pi

an al
desk:

bonu:

4-Drawer letter size file.
Model 1745, standard finish.

\

A great new d
the_value buye

Series desk line from St
10 optional wing units, 4

Ever § different pedestal options! And
Steelcase “bonus features™; igts of them!

60”x 30" double pedestal desk. Model 33600-AB, standard
finish, laminate 10p, brushed chrome legs and hardware.

UTER
RODUCTS, INC.

® BUSINESS FURNITURE DIVISION

® 29355 NORTHWESTERN HWY.
SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN 48076

open Monday thru Friday 8-5

credenzas packed with

S MILE RD.)

rices from

I-new line of low cost
s, wing units and

s features.

Managerial Swivel Tilt
chair. Model T414:312,
vinyl ugholstery, gnamel

frame,polished chrome base.

esk line for

r! The all-new 3300
teelcase. Six desks,
matching credenzas.

356-6550



