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Should District Courts Handle $10,000 Cases ?

By W. W. EDGAR

With a hope of reducing
crowded dockets in the
Wayne County Circuit
Courts, a bill is now being
prepared for presentation to
the State Legislature that
would upgrade the present
District Courts that came
into being several years ago.

Under the plan, the civil
Jurisdiction of the District
Courts would be raised from
$3,000 to $10,000, and district
judges could appoint legal
counsel for indigent defend-
ants. Aside fram this, it
would make a probation de-
partment mandatory.

The plan is due to meet
some stiff barriers along the
way, according to danger
signs now appearing.

Circuit judges, in many

cases, are opposed to grant-
ing that.much power to the
lower courts. And even some
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of the Dnstnct judgES are
again: move at
least“lukewarm loward the
idea.
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“I THINK it would be a
great benefit to the public,”
Judge Michael Hand of Far-
mington said.

Present chairman of the
rules committee of the Dis-
trict Judges Association,

Hand sees the move as one.

that can provide a more even
distribution of justice.

“If adopted,” be said, “‘the
upgrading would increase the
caseload tremendously in the
disrict courts, but that the
increase wonld bring about a
like decrease in circuit
courts.”

‘At the moment, the
Oakland County Circuit Court
is behind about nine months
on. its docket, and in Wayne
County it is about 36 months
behind.
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“In my court, I try to keep
within 12 days between the

time a case is started and

then decided. If they go be-
yond that, it more often than
not is the fault of the defend-
ant asking for postpone-
ments.”
e e

JUDGE HAND also is in
favor of the mandatory pro-
bation department. At the
present time, he is attempt-
ing to organize a volunteer
group and baving considera-
ble success.

He is taking his cue from
the work of Judge Keith
Lienhautz, in Royal Oak, who
has written a pamphlet enti-
tled ““Project Misdemeanor™
and Judge Hand claims it is
one of the best he has re-

-viewed.

“1 ex'pa:t our caseload will

be’ boosted materially under
the new plan,” Hand re-
peated. ‘At the present time,
I am handling appronmately
10,000 cases a year in 10
dockets — five in the City of
Farmington and five in Far-
mington Township.”

He listed the dockets: Gen-
eral clvil, ordinance viola-

Court with Judge John Dillon,
is opposed to the upgrading.

“The district judges are

busy emough now,” Bramg
stated with considerable
emphasis, “and I certainly
am opposed to upgrading the
civil jorisdiction to $10,000.
Half that sum would be bad
enough."

Judge Brang explained that

tionk, ordinance
landlord add tepant, small
claims and traffic violations.
In the township, he also han-
dles the cases bronght in by
the state police. 1

“It's going to be a|battle
for time,” he concluded, “*but
the upgrading would be bene-

ficial to all concerned.”
s e

CONTRAST to Judge

Hand's optinlistic view,
Judge Robert Brang, who
shares the ‘Redford District

BOB., BEAUTY AND THE BEARD —
Michigan’s two U.S. Senators. Robert P. Grif-
fin and Philip A. Hart, pose at a Washington
gathering honaring Michigan Cherry Blassom
Princess Christine Chamberlain. Miss Cham-
berlain. 19, is the daughter of Michigan Con-
gressman Charles Chamberlain of the 6th Dis-
trict. Christine will represent her state in the
annual National Cherry Blossom Princess Fes-
tival in Washington in early April.

Census Lists
Houses, Prices

Population of Wayne county
remained nearly the same in
the years since 1960 while the
state’s population increased
13.4 per cent, according to the
U.S. Census Bureau.

Wayne County’s populati
in 1970 was 2,666,751 sllngy
above the 1960 count of
2,666,297, chh:gans
population in 1970 is 8,875,083
while it was 7,823,184 in 1960,

Population figures for cities
with over 10,000 residents
were listed in the report.
From Observerland, the cities
and populations are: Garden
Gity, 41,864; Livonia, 110,109;
Plymouth, 11,758; and
Westland, 56 749.

EACH OF the areas has a
small number of minority
group people.

In  Garden City the
population includes 10 blacks
and 157 other minorities
(Mexican-American, Chinese
and others); Livonia has 4]
blacks and 409 from other
races; Plymouth has five
blacks and 79 others; and
‘Westland has 2,234 blacks and
416 other minority group
people.

The census reports also
gives the number of housing
units and the estimate value of
each one,

In Garden City, the housing
units number 10,571 with a
median figure of 5.1 rooms.
The rooms were counted if
they were used for living
purposes such as the living
room, kitchens and bedrooms
but not including bathrooms,
halls or utility rooms.

The Garden City househoids
have a median figure of 3.9
persons each. The owners
estimated their homes value

as between 35,000 and $50,000
with the median at $19,500 and
a median rent of $141 per
month.

Livonia has 28,134 housing
units, including apartments,
houses and trailers. The
median figures are 5.7 rooms
per dwelling, 3.9 persons per
housing unit, estimated house
value of $27,100, and $164 rent
per month.

PLYMOUTH has 3923
housing units for its nearly
12,000 population. The median
number of rooms was set at 5.4
with amedian of 2.7 occupants
per unit.

Owners estimated the
values of their homes within a
scattered range but the
median was at $23,800 and a
rent median at $129 per
month.

Westland residents occupy
23,654 housing units with
medians at 5.0 rooms per
household and 3.5 oc ts.

Median house values were
at$21,500 and rents at $162 per

ith.

the caseload in the Redford
court is composed of 80%
criminal cases. That, added
fo the fact that it is a traffic
court, leaves little time for
civil cases.

“I don't care about the
prestige that goes with a high
court,” he stated “ahd with
the added work, the district
courts, too, may fail behind.”

JUDGE JAMES MIES,
who shares the bench with
Judge James McCann in Li-

- vonia, sees little change in
his court that would be
brought about by the new
lan.

It will make some differ-
ence in Wayne County,” he
explained, “‘but I don’t expect
our civil docket to be in-
creased substantially.

“Most of the lawyers and
legal experts are located
down In the city, and it will
be handier for them to use
the Cirenit Court in Detroit.
Aside’ from that, Common
Please court has vemue in
$10,000 cases. So I don't see
any great rush of these attor-
neys to the suburbs.”

Mies' explained that the
present caseload runs about
20,000 annually with only
about 20 civil cases a month.

.

“ELIMINATING the case-
load in the Circuit Court
would be a better distribution
of justice,” Judge Michael
Bradley, of Westland, sug-

gested.

“For that reason, I favor
the proposed plan. Our case-
load is bound to be increased

“NOTICE”
PIANO
& ORGAN
CLASSES

NOW OPEN FOR]
BEGINNERS

STARTING
FRIDAY
MARCH 19
6 wks. TUITION

$ 1 500
Rental Instruments
Available at
Small Charge
GOME IN OR PHONE NOW |

HAMMELL _
MuUsIc, INC.
5630 MIDDLEBELT ROAD]
427-0040 533-5500
FRIDAY 9:30 to 6:00
SATURDAY 9:30 to 5:30

100

COPIES $3 .80

8:x11 o

SOUTHFIELD
22513 Telegraph Ra.
1 BIk. South of S Mife Re, ? Bl E. of
Phone:

Printing While-You-Wait

» PAMPHLETS

* LETTERS « FORMS
« RESUMES * BROCHURES « STATIONERY
* BULLETINS + CATALOGS * MULTI PAQGE BOOKS

BLACK INK

KWIKIE DUPLICATING CENTERS

" FARMINGTOR
23245 Crand Rinr Ave,

FROM YOUR ORIGINAL

1000
COPIES

$9.25

ON 20 BOND

LIVONIA
34733 Piymesth Re.
Farmington R. 'L B East of Wayne Ro.
4780130 Phons: 422-1680

5390“05‘190

4

SHOES

LIVONIA MALL
STORE ONLY

Cetue

SPRING SPECIAL:
One 8x70 and two 5x7
portraits of your child

but the upgrading of the
court would not be entirely to

blame.
“We are getting a lot of
new officers,” he went on,
“and when that happens, our
case load always shows an
increase."”
.

“THERE IS no doubt that
the new plan would increase
the District Court caseload,”
Judge Dunbar Davis, of the
Plymouth District court,
commente

He has Lhe only five-way
court in the county — han-
dling Plymouth Township,
the City of Plymouth, North-
ville city and township and
Canton Township.

“It may megn that we will
have to have more district
judges,”" he pointed out. *“Bat
1 see no disadvantage.

*“The one thing it will do is
make things more convenient
for the defendants and their
attorneys who no longer
would be required to go in to
Detroit to try their cases.”

Judge Davis already has a
probation plan. It can be in-
creased with ease to meet

-the new plan if, and when, it

is adopted.

“THIS CHANGE is bound
to come,” Judge Richard
Hammer, in Garden City,
said. “Let's face it. We are
in a period of inflation and
$10,000 today is much differ-
ent'from the $10,000 limit of
several years ago.

“It is just a matter of eco-
nomics in, the court, too.”
Judge Hammer believes

that the Legislature may-

compromise and set the up-
grading at $5,000.

“In that manner, we will
be helping the Circuit Court,
and not increasing our own
workload too much.

“First and foremost,” he
stated, “‘we are a people’s
court, and we want to serve
them as best we can. We
can't do it by overcmwdmg
0Ur 0Wn courts now.

During the past year Judge
Hammer handled more than
13,000 cases. This caseload
was bmken down in this fash-
fon - 2 misdemeanors,
302 !elnnks, 9 small claims
and 200 civil cases.

I am right up to date with
my docket,” he concluded,
“and most of my cases are
handled within a two-week
period.”
" So, the proposal, in its pre-
sent l‘orm, is going to the
State Legisalture with mixed
feelings among the judges.
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