Local innkeeper decries
hotel rooms

‘This sets a dangerous precedent.
We've had boycott threats and have
had reservations canceled. This is the
fifth time our industry has been
tapped. Where does it stop?’

plan to tax

Continued from Page 13

metels in the State of Michigan call
for a boycott on the dellvery of pizza
10 thelr establishments,” she sald.

John Anhut, owner of the Batsford,
and her employer fear the idea may
“rub off* across the state. *“Once
they find out they ean put it {Lhe tax)
on, they will put it oo, I'm vehement
on It. I'think [t's a fraud. It soaks the
poor sucker from out-of-towm.”

Mike Duggan, deputy Wayne
County executlve, is well aware of
Anhut’s disgust. “I had dloner at the
Botsford Inn not oo long ago and
Jolhn Anhut chewed me out,” Duggan
sald.

Tt wiil be another three months be-
fore Wayne County can put together

. a financlng package, Duggan sald.
“There's no site and no stadlum cost

oyel”

. ¥ There's “statewlde support,” from

« the hote) Industry In opposing such a

* tax, according to David Heid, presi-

- dent of the Hotel Assoclation of
Greater Detrolt. "We're opposed to
taxes on rooms for brick and mortar
developments,” Held safd. “This sets
o dangerous precedent. We've had
boycott threats and have had reser-

— David Held

vations canceled. This s the fifth
Ume our Industry has been tapped.
Where does it stop?”

HOTELS IN the Detrolt area are
“severely depressed” with a low 49
percent occupancy rate, accordlag
to Barry Toms, general manager of
the Hollday Inn at Detrolt Metro
Alrport. “In an effort to increase oc-
cupancies, local hotel rates are sig-

lower than
metropolltan cenlers in around the
nation. The result of a new tax for
Wayne County could be the closing
many Wayne County hotels and the
loss of many Jobs.
Since this tax s currently for

Wayne County hotels only, the tax
would interfere with competition of
surrounding counties that would not
be hit with the tax, Toms sald.

The addition of a flve percent tax
on top of existing Laxes would place
Detroit hotels among the highest
tazxed hotel rooms in the pation,
Totns sald. “As an example, the total
tax curently collected at the Westin
Hote) Is 32 percent and at the Hyatt
Regency it is 11 percent.”

An increase (o 17 percent and 16
percent, respectively, would place
them second only to hotels in New
York which are taxed at 19.25 per-
cent plus $2.

®bgerver & Frcentric
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Maxx,” she added.

ater tried to cushion lhe blow by
adding & sccond screen 18
ago. West River Centre has a 10-
screen Unlted Artists Theater.

always pay 32, “business Is down
flve percent from the year before
they (the center) ‘was opened,”
Hohler said. “I have no doubt that It
has Impacted the downlown area.
Jt's the old sllce of the pie argu-
ment.”
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Merchants mum as Kohl's opens

grown, Lhe number of peoplo living
in the area has not, Hohler added,

Alvin Wander, owner of nine
Maple Drug stores [n the metro-de-
trolt area has three stores in Farm-
months  [ngton - one downtown, one uptown
and one in Drakesblre.

The Inclusion of an F&M store in
Lhe West River Centre has made “no
large impact” on his neighborhood
drug storcs, Wander sald.

I don't know if your traditlonal
Farmington customer goes there,’
Wander sald"It (West River) draws
more the east and south, from Red-
ford and Detroit.”

‘The Kobl's company also bosted a

SUMMER SALE

Greg Hobler, who owns Civic The-

Despite that Clvic Theatre patroas

While the number of stores have

« Quality Construction

- + Durable + A/C Prepped
« Quiet Performance + No Chimney i
« Lower Energy Cost Required iy

« Installed From

$1,295%

High Efficlency Gas Furnace
+ Up to 90% Efficiency )

+ Instalted From

grand ‘opening Aug. 16 at Soothland
Mall in Taylor, bringing to 10, the
mm number of lwrel 1n the Detroit

Kahl’x first came to the Detrolt .
market in 1989. It soon expects to
have 75 stores in the aix Midwestern
states of Michigan, Ohio, Indlaoa,
Nilnols, Wisconsin and Mlonesota

"With annual sales of mo mllulan.
Kohl's is now ranked as
largest department store lu Amm-
ca,” sald Don Oscamon, sesion yice
president of marketing..(iWe/are
pleased to bring the concept of brrnd
names and value to thsexw areas
of the market” 3
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NEW SHOWROOM

$1,995%

644-1070 Oakland County
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Cobbie shop.

How Contar Ona Eastland Mall Summit Place
972-5950 839-882 663-75680
Lakesida Mall Daklang Mall Twoive Oaks Mall
247-0022 349-8966
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JCPenney

Styling Salon

00/ OFF
BACK-TO- SCHOOL
HAIRCUTS
Save on he regular
prices of haircuts for
young men and
women. Includes cut

and styling.
Sele price eifactive through
Seturday, August 24,

NEXXUS® SUPER SATURDAY
AUGUST 24TH
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Sale ends August 24, 1991,
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