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Good skates
Don t halt the young roIIers

Somebody finally found a use for
an emply parking fot. There
should be a civic award.

-turned-a unanimous th
“from local school officials to regulate skate-
boardlng, rollerblading and rollerskilng on school

property.
o 'Appz:enuy the schools, concerned about safe-
ty'and llabllity, wanted the cltles to pass ordi-
_nances that would keep skateboarders off achool

property. No way, sald the Hills. n's
councll has introduced — but not yet adopted —
.such an ordinance.

:.Skateboarding, for yeara the nge witk the
young and the young at heart, has expanded re-
-cently into rollerblading (on something like ice
scates with Little wheels L the blades) and roller-

raessage to our young people.”
And let’s be honect about it: Our police have
. bemu- '.Mnxn to dayf than roust atound

Hey, bow about that ... somebody flnally
found a use for an empty parking lot. 'I'here
zhouldbeaclvlcawm

€0 Ben Marks said a skate-
boardlng law would add to the woes of young
people who often complain that “there's nolhu:s
to dooooooo around here.”

SAID MARKS at the meeting, “I can’t see a
thing wrong with a young person using a parking
lot after hours. I think we're sending the mns

:skﬂng (withi rollers In the skis
Sporting goods stores do a good business in
. these items and the things that go with them —

" helmets and pads for the knees and elbows.

BUT WHERE oh where to use these wheeled
- wonders? Well, before strapping themon, a little
-common sense should be emplo;
- No, you can’t skateboard down the middle of
On:haxd Lake Road or Grand River (even though
“you might beat the motorized (raffic during
- Some nuh hours), and nix on wheeling along the
Far where you
mlghl colllde with a pedestrian. The policell nab

|.you if you try something that foolish.

The whole Idea is to enjoy this equipment
while not burting yourself or others.

But what’s wrong with a roll across an empty
parking Jot at the local elementary. school after
_bours in the company of other like-minded
- sportsmen and women? Absolutely nothing, we
think.

Controls won'’t

QUSE SPEAKER Lewis Dodak and
. some Democratic lerders were seeking
publicity and sending a message — we
hope — with their price control pro-
posal for college tultions.

Their idea is to seek a constitutional amend-
ment limiting annual tuition and fee increases at
state universities to the rate.of consumer price
inflation. Voters would have to approve,

If their goal is to rattle the cages of university
boards, which thls summer bave jacked up fall
rates 6.5 to 20.4 percent, fine.

BUT IF TUITION caps are intended as serfous
public policy, the plan shows economlc, histori-
cal and political illiteracy about price controls,
Consider:

® Tuition hikes would be limited to the con-
sumer price index (CPI). But the CPI i1 Irrele-
vant to colleges, which use a higher education
price index (HEPI). Colleges don’t shop at the
same grocery stores as families,

® Price controls don't work. They didn't work
for the fourth century Roman Emperor Dlocle-
tian, Price controls didn't work for 70 years in
the Soviet Unlon, resulting in a notorious black
market. Price controls were the object of mirth
in World War II and the subject of evasion when
Pruident Nixon tried them in 1971,

® If itnposed, tuition caps would prompt uni-
versitles to pare costs by offering fewer labora-
tory courses and more lextbook-only courses.
The quantily and quality of hlghe.r education
would be diluted.

BESIDES, THERE already are better tuition

Amendment IX — The enumeration in the
Constitution of certain rights shall not be
construed to deny or disparage others re-
tained by the people.

Amendment X — The powers not delegat-
ed to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, are re-
served to the States respectively, or 1o the
people.

NLIKE THE specific restraints of
amendments one through elght, the
Ninth apd Tenth amendments hint that
there may be iimits on the government’s

Tuition cap

Amendments regulate power -
of federal, state government /

aporunggoodutummmduynutotbdrm-

ents.

“On the one hand, there's a safety lssue in.
volved,” said Lichtman, another Hills
councilman. “On the other hand . . . I guess I'd
rather have the police out there trying to make
more drug busts.

Well, there's one thing you can say about
skateboarding: It sure beats allt.lng in front a TV
set watching cartoons after school and on Satur-
days. Skateboarding takes place in the fresh alr
and involves exercise,

“You bum up 9. 5 calories a mlnuu: when

ding," said a F Hills

using what-the -{--

e
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Steve -
Barnaby

Certalnly, the windy city has its

you're roll
girl who's bonkera over the activity.

No, officialdom shouldn’t object when skate-
boarders wheel through the empty parking lots.

It's a good show, as long as they don't bother " police

others, We're happy that the Farmington
City Council secemed to realize that when it Te-
Jected the plea for the skateboard law.

hold rates low

control mechanisms that all skilled politicians
know about.

First, the governor appoints members of 10
university boards. Former Gov. James Blane-
hard could have used his power in the mid-1980s
to boot out Oakland University trustees who
voted for tuition rates he considered too high. In-
stead, he reappointed them.

Second, state party conventions nominate can-
didates for the three largest university boards. If
tuition hikes are 80 serious a problem, both par-
ties’ delegates could use tuition caps as a “litmus
test” on candidates for the University of Michi-
gan, Michigan State and Wayne State boards. So
far, they haven't even tried.

ts and xrandparents who I:ave en-

rolled young
Trust, a pre-paid colltge tulucn plan, should
have a vested interest in keeping tuitions low. As
voters, they have enough numbers to decide uni-
versity board races, which In Michigan are typi-
cally tight. As political activists, they could have
even more clout,

THERE'S NO chance In the world that a two-
thirds majority of both chambers of the Legisla-
ture will put Dodak's proposal on the 1992 ballot.
The speaker would waste his debt-plagued par-
ty's scarce resources by trying a petition drive,

The best — perhaps only — chance of bolding
down tuition rates is thmugh political leadership.
Candidates and parents should make tuitlon caps
3n issue at the 1992 Democratic and Republican
state conventions, persua one parly or both
to nominate candidates who will pledge to hold
down tuitions as much as is feasible.

rights ﬂu{ may be entitled to wn!muu:mal pro-
tection from government interference. The
Tenth also acknowledges the basic political prin-
cipal that all powers belong to the people.

Only those powers delegated by the people
may be exercised by the government elther fed-
eral or state. Thus the Biil of Rights ends on the
note sounded at the Constitutlon’s beginning —
u{l irming the sovereign power of “We, the Peo-
ple.”

This is another in a continuing series
marking the anniversary of the Bill of
Rights.

powe: beynnd uwse already specmcd
The Ninl

flaws, every urban area does. But
the leadership of metropolitan Chi-
cago contlnues to support its core.
The people follow lha( lead. And It
shows In both the amenities offered
by. downtown Chicage and the atti:
tude which emanates from those
who live and do business in that
Unfortunately, we zuffer from a
crippling casg of inferfority. [n a re-
cent exchange with several influen-
tial hotellers, I was shocked to hear
them all readlly surrender to the
idea that “Detroit Is no Chlcago,”
that we never wlll be able to create.
the same kind of business In this
town. .
And we never will if we conllnue*
to abandon what we have bullt. .
Now Ls the time to slay the mon-
ster called fear and take contro) of

lundvlmplymectmu lece of the
Ametican dream. F

:- But &y reality has closed in, the
drumlnmulodmbenuulemore

oot would percelve as a haven for

equy views on the mu-  the valuable resource which pumps
We hava a0 deglabd % *tual admiration we share for De-  economic prosperity into this reglon.
that we m e dnplluw the . trolt's alster city on the Great Lakes, Steve Barnaby js the managing
facllities abandoned - Chicago. The envy oozed from our editor of the 12 Observer & Ecccn-,
of urban bl tric Newspapers.
A —

shared by young and o}d allke? What
i3 more vital to Lhe bhealth of a city
than sidewalks with people on them?
With people on sidewalla come
strollers, wagons, bicycles, scooters,
, and now

for Gill

rollerblades.

‘With common courtesy and recog-
nition of everyone’s right to use
them, sidewalks are wide enough to
be shared by all. Intolerance of oth-
ers’ rights should not be clvic policy. .
1f a lack of courtesy la the problem,
lets attack that problem.

Ope or twa police officers oo foot
issulng Lickets will address the caus-
es for the lack of courtesy. A fine.
and/or required pickup of the of-*
fender at the police station will
wake parents up to the fact that

upoo, their child needs some parental gui-
cupancy. dance. And a few hours of required
within community service will increase (e |
Early offender’s awareness (hat they are
bility that not the only ones in the world, or on
carller city sidewalks for that matter.
thing, this e spend 30 much money, lme .~
abead of and effort trying 1o keep our chil-.
. We a dren from vice and . Chaatng

1

our children from clty xidewalks tc‘
address a simple problem of citizen-
ship Is extreme and counterproduc-:
Alve. It Is reminiscent to the late six-
ties tactics of attacking loag hair,

blue Jeans, and short akirts.

1 urge the City Council to step’
back and rethink this ixsue. Itisioour
best interest to demonstrate Lhat we
can share the sidewalks, N
David L. York,.
Farmington Hills
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