i

points of view

Thursday, August 22, 1991 O4E

Lives open to snooping ‘eyes

REMEMBER THAT Flerida cou-
ple? The man and woman who got a
bit. .. ub, . .carrled away on the
bathroom floor of his condo? In front
of some blinds that were partlally
open? About 10 feet away from the
common swimming pool?

1t’s the case that newspapers have
dubbed “Sex, blinds and videotape."

Some neighbers clalmed that the
couple could be clearly seen having
sex inside the condo by children
gathered around the pool. One help-
{ul neighbor grabbed a video camera
and taped the action, shootlng
through the blinds.

Alter the local sheriff looked at
the tape, the couple was arrested
and charged with lewd and laseivl-
ous conduct In front of a child — a
felony punishable by up to 15 years
in prison.

WELL, THE local gendarmes
dropped that charge, but the couple
sO0l face three disorderly conduct
charges second-degree  mis-
demeanors with maximum sentenc-
es of 60 days in Jail and a $500 [lne.

They are accused of taking a "'par-
tally” nude swim in the condo pool a
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weck before Lhe videotape Incident,
of having sex in a bot tub bours after
the incident and of entering a bar
restroom the following night “with
the Intent of engaging in sex.”

So what are their crimes against
soclety? The prosecutor summed it
up: “These people were just conduct-
Ing themsclves in a manner where
they were just being obnoxious to the
people around them, if you will. It
there was a law against belng a jerk
Ln publle, then this charge would de-
flne it.” .

Last time I checked there was po
such Jaw but that hasn't stopped the
prosecutor. The couple Is fighting
the charges, which they say have
nothing to do with what they were
arrested for In the first place. And
they say the videotaplng through the

biinds was an invasion of their priva-

y.
But this Is 1991, Blg Brother i
alive and well,

FARTHER NORTH, in St Paul,
Minn,, the Court of Appeals has re-
versed a lower court rullng, in which
& jury found a woman guilly of vio-
lating a Minneapolis ordinance re-
quiring that homes be kept in a
*clean and sanitary” condition.

The charges were brought aiter a
complaint was filed in 1989 and the
woman's home was inspecied by a

of the
Health Dx The

So Lf you are a messy housekeeper
and you llve In Minneapolls, you'd
better make good use of the vacyum
and the duster. Cleanliness iy not just
next to Godllness. It's the law,

AND BACK DOWN South, In Can-
ton, Miss,, a Jackson woman whose
chlld was born dead has been
charged with manslaughter because
she allegedly used cocaine during
ber pregnancy. The charge carries a
maximum penalty of 20 years In
prison and a $10,000 fine.

The asslstant district attorney
the case says a cobvic-

testified that five plastic garbage
bags and a barrel on the back poreh,
clothing on a back yard clothesline,
boxes stacked against a wall, used
plastic pop bottles and other items
found at the home constituted un-
clean and unsanitary conditions.

A jury found ber guilty and a
Judge scatenced her to 35 days In jall
or a §700 [lne. The appeals court
found that the ordlnance was “vague
and dlscreti " as applled in this
pt(lrtl:ular case, but not on the face
of it. .

Iinn could set a natlenal precedent.
The woman's attorney says her cli-
ent's privacy was invaded.

“It Is part of what we see as a
trend natlonally of the government
trying to be Involved In the private
llves of pregnant women,” sbe 5ajd.

Yep, Blg Brother i3 oul there. And
he's probably watching YOU,

Jack Gladden is @ copy editor
with Observer & Eccentric News-
papers.

Tummies talk when a crisis hits

_WHEN THEY TAUGHT us about

“1o0d groups In achool, they never

sald that certaln foods alert us to

Conslder, for Instance, Washington
D.C. thls past Sunday night - the
nlght of Gorbachev's fall.

According to Frank Meeks, owner
of the D.C. area’s Domino's Pizza
stores: "Around 6 p.m. orders to the
‘White House, Pentagon and Embas-
sy Row took off. Then the press
started calling me, asking If I knew
I anything big was r on

was two cancelled calls and then
Zippo.”

IN OUR COMMUNITIES, it's
more gencrally the old doughnut
meter.

Take the night carlier this month
when a barricaded gunman was
holed up for nine hours on Holland
Street in Birmingham. The Blrming-
ham Department of Public Services
showed up with coffee and dozens of

the old 'plzza meter.’

Pizza orders at the Pentagen and
the White House went through the
roof, breaking Operation Desert
Storm records, Mecks zald. The
White House ordered 52 pies, topping
thelr ¢ld mark by seven. The Penta-
gon ordered 102 plrzas, breaking
their record by one.

Only the CIA didn’t show up on the
pizza meter,

“During Desert Storm, they start-
ed to order a lot of plzza and then
stopped once the medla got hold of

for the of
state, Blrmlogham and West Bloom-
tield pollce.

“We specitically asked for
doughnuts and coffce,” said Bir-
mingham potlce Chief E4 Ostin. Of
course, that was about 1 a.m. - after
the sandwiches and numerous de-
liveries of colas.

Donut shops arc a faverite pollce
stop. Ostin says Blrmingham potlee
are somewhat hamperod because the
ondy all-night doughnut shop is some-
what off thelr beaten track at Crocks
and Maple In Troy.
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“A lot of cascs are solved at the
doughnut shop,” sald Blrmlogham
police Capt. Richard Patterson.

“YOU NEED TO f{lnd the police,
you call the doughnut shop,” agrees
Nadica Jovanovich, who has man-
aged the Keego Harbor Dawn Do-
nuts for 11 years.

“They all come in - we only charge
our police officers half price.” *Our
police offleers’ could be from any of

_seyeral departments - Sylvan Lake.
Keego Harbor, Orchard Lake or
West Bloomfield.

Jovanovich speaks with pride of
an award feom the Tri-City Fire De-
partment after they helped supply
fircfighters and police with
doughnuts, coffee and pop the night
Shady Industrics burned down in
May 1980.

Personally, I wlll never forget the
1976 tornade which hit West Bloom-
field. The Red Cross was on the
scene qulckly, supplylng — you
guessed it — coffee and doughnuts.,

Pizza In D.C., doughnuts around
metro Detroit: hearty recipes for
crisls management.

Judith Doner Bemne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.
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from our readers

She agrees
with column

To the edltor:

In respanse to Jack Gladden's arti-
cle on the compulsory pregnancy
movement, L.e. Operation Rescue, I
wish to concur with his stance.

I “right to Iifers™ really cared
about life, they would be conslstently
pro-life and anti-death penalty. They
would also make ao effort {dlrect
thelr zealous fervor) towards saving
some of the 40,000 children who die
world-wide each day from lack of
nutrltion and medical care.

1nstead, they self righteously bully
desperate women into breeding even
more unwanted uncared-for chil-
dren, citing bibllcal verse,

en men wrote the Bible, there
were fewer people oo the entire
planet than now llve in Dallas. Let's
give some conslderation to quality of
Mlfe for all, instead of stampeding for
oven more poptlaton. In other
words, let's use some loglc and re-
sponsible bebavlor.
Irene Brown,
Farmington

She’s a credit
to the paper

To the editor:

" Once again, ] am writing In behalf
— of the-Junior Group of Goodwill In.

dustries to thank Loralne McClish

and your paper for your coverage of

our recent plans for ralsing funds for

the handicapped.

In addition to belng a fine writer,
Loralne McClish has always been
generous with time and space In not
only ours but any efforts to benefit
people.

Our funds go to traln mentally,
physically and emotlonally handi-
capped people to take jobs. This
changes them from a life of hopeless

apathy to useful citizens with a goal

in life.

‘We hope you reallze that you hnvei

ope
played a vital part in this effort. r
In these times when 50 much off

10 the communitles in which your pa-*
per circulates by your constanti
space to worthwhile volunteer ef-:
forts. . N
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To the edltor: : i

1 retired from teaching in’June.!
My last 25 years were-in’thiree’ele-.
mentary schools In the Farmlidgton;
Publlc Schools District. Idedura-;
tional meetings around the state, 1
was always proud 10 say that-] wasa.
Farminglon teacher. The Farpiag-
ton educational system has always:
had ‘an excellent reputalion’ Amang:
teachers. A

Now the capable, profésslonal}
Farmington Board of Education and’
the excellent superintendent Mike
Flanagan, helped by extremely able!
administrators such as Don Cowan, |
Pam O'Malley, and Barbara No-:
vatis, o name just a few, and the,
many truly excellent teachers, are:

-attemptiog-to-ensure-that Farming-|

ton’s high educational standards willy
continue.

Pareats who are concerned about:
the quallty of thelr children’s educa-,
tion and who are raising children
who are bighly motlvated to be re-,
sponsible students should be proud of :
the education their children are re-;
celving in the Farmington Publle:
Schools, Their concern and support.
will enable Farmington to retaln lts;
excellent reputation. :

Nancy Simanek,
Farmington Hills! .

Small in size, |.
big in reach. |

Oakland
Community
College

Aubum HUls Campus
2900 Featherstone Rd.
Aubum Hills 48326
313 340-6500
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REGULAR REGISTRATION ...........SEPTEMBER 3 & 4
CLASSES BEGIN............... THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

Highland Lakes Campus
7350 Cooley Lake Rd.
Unlon Lake 48327

313 360-3000

27055

Orchard Ridge Campus

Farmington Hills 48334
313 471.7500

KNOWLEDGE FOR THE '90s

In today's fast changing world education has become a lifelong proposition.
To help you keep ahead, Oakland Community College offers:

FALL 1991

Orchard Lake Rd.

313 544-4900

Bee Administration Center » 2480 Opdyke Rd. « Bloomficld Hills 48304 « 313 540-1500

OCC s nn afMmattve nction/equal opportunity (natitulion

% Quality cducation at an
affordable cost...$39 per credit
hour for college district residents

90 career programs providing
marketable skills in fields like
nursing, legal assisting and
automotive technology

University transfer programs in
business, science and the liberal
arts that enable you to carna
degree then transfer to the four-
yecar school of your choice

Professional academic advisemgnt s !
and carcer counseling services ‘tg2 ¢
guide you in the right direction ..

Convenient campus locations inii
or near Oakland County's major
employment and residential centers

Rayal Oak Campus
739 S. Washinglon
Royal Oak 48067

BACHIEEN

Southfleld Campus
22322 Rutland Dy, |
Southfleld 48075
313 552-2600




