Lack of permit could delay solid waste vote

Bi Pat Murphy
staff writor

Southlield, who personally favors
the prvaMdm solid waste program,
¢ knch

Unless state officials act with un-
characteristc swlftness, the Novem-
ber vote on Oakland's proposed soltd
waste program may be In jeopardy,

The problem s Oakland does not
y& have a permlt to operate the con-
trbversial  2,000-ton-per-day incin.
xxmuw, the carnerstone of the $500

dllion solld waste program de-
signed (o handle municipal waste
Into the next century,

Without Lhat permit, commlssion-
ers say lhey are reluctant to go
ahead with plans for the Nov. 5 bal-
lot proposal.

T doa't see any reason to vote on
the Incinerator I we don't have our

Whlle vollng day Is more than two

months away, commissioners face
some kind of declslon around Sept.
12, the deadline for printing ballot
proposals,
County offlclals will definltely be
in a blnd, acknowledges commission-
er John G. Pappageorge, R-Troy.
“But we need more information. We
don’t know, for example, if Sept. 12
Is a firm deadline.”

‘THE MOST IMPORTANT bit of
information remalns with the Michl-
gan Alr Potlutlon Control Commis-
sion that would fssue the permit
based, In part, on recommendations
from the Air Quality Diviston of the

P permlt,” com-
missloner Lawrence R. Pernick, D-

Department of Natural
Resources,
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Oakland’s permit to operate the
incinerator has been pending before
the commission for 19 months, de-
spite repeated attempts to hasten
the process, accordlng lo Roger
Smith, deputy director of Oakland's
Solid Waste Management Division.

On several occaslons Smith and
others thought the commlsslon was
about to schedule a public hearing —
an important preliminzry step. But
such was nat the case.

Offlclals even consldered asking

Gov, John Engler o prod the ecom-

misslon (nto reviewing Oakland's
permit applicatlon — submitted In

.New

By Pat Murphy
atat! writar

Walting for the state permit to go
ahead with a vote on the solld waste
plan may be academie, according to
a Lansing-based environmental
agency that clalms its survey indl-
cates Oakland voters will reject the
ballot ssue anyway.

Clean Water Action last week
clalms a large majority, $7 percent,
of the people responding (o its sur-
vey do not believe inclneration is a
good solution to the county’s trash
problem.

QOpposition  to the inclnerator
Jumps to BO percent when people are
Informed inclneration relcases
heavy metals and toxlc substances

. Into the alr and water and prevents

recyellng, according to Kathy E.

. Aterno, director.. of _the Michigan .

chapter of the organtzatlon.

Clean Water Action is based in
Washington, D.C., and clalms 700,000
dues-paylng members nationally, in

December 1988 — and making a de-
cision one way or the other,
Part of the problem has been
- changlng federal standards on air
emlsslons, said Smith. “But we real-
ly don't know when they (the Alr Pol-
lutlon Contrel Commlssion) s going
to move.”

Given 19 months of inaction on the
part of the state, county officials are
concerned about an answer coming
by election day, much less by the
Sept. 12 deadline.

Pappageorge said commissioners
have several options. “We can posi-
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pone the electlon,” he said. “Or we
can go ahead on the assumption that
the commission wlll eventually ap-
prove the permlt. Or we could huld
the election with the

1 guess I'd say go ahead with the
vote. . . with the understanding that
we'd have 10 have the permit before
nny IncInerator could be built™

Welf, R-

that
the whole ming is oft If we don't get
our permit.”

BUT HOLDING the November
vote without flrst having a state op-
crating permit is risky, according to
commissioner Donald W, Jensen, R-
Blrmingham. “There's bound to be
some confusion among the voters.

"If I had to make a decision today,

nn
Farmlngton Hills, sald he - talked
with state officials Tuesday, But
they gave nu indication that Oak-
land s permit would be reviewed
s00n.

“! would have no problem with
poing ahead with the vote," he sald,
“But voters would have to know we
can't go ahead with the incinerator
without the permit. That might be
two ify."

survey says voters will say no

cluding 70,000 In Michigan with
14,000 in Oakland County.

‘The survey began in May and con-
cluded carlier this month, sald Ater-
no, with 838 people In 49 Oakland
County communities responding.
mainly to telephone or person-to-
person Interviews.

Aterno said the survey was pre-
pared by polllog cxperts, but con-
ducted by “We were

tinue its citizen campaign fo fight
the re-opening of the Madison
Heights incinerator and the con-
structlon of a new muanleipal wasle
lnféllly in Avburn Hills," Aterno
sald.

While Aterno and other Insist the
survey indlcates clear-cut opposition
ta Incineratlon, the spokesman for
the county program dismlssed Il as
and unreliable,

careful to get a cross sample of the
county,” she sald, with the number
of interviews in each community
based on populatlan.

In Rochester Hills and Aubutn
Hills, for example, 14 and 6 people,
respectively, were intesviewed,
Aterno sald. “"We wanted an accu-
rate representatlon of public senti-
ment.”

NONE_OF_THE questions_on the
survey asked bow they

“} was one of the people inter-
viewed. for the survey,” said Ann

Hobzrt, @ former county commis-

_slouer wh s now the public Infor-

mation conlact for the solld waste
program. “He {the inlerviewer)
made up the questions as he went.”

Hobart said she has more confi-
dence in a telephone survey commls-
sioned by the counly in February.
That survey, based ob Interviews
with 600 respondents, Indicates that
80 percent of Oakland residents sup-
port an intvgrated waste program
that includus an incinerator.

Permit fee increases eyed
for Oakland County roads

The Board of County Road Com-
missioners will hold a” meeting at

~-2:30 p.m, Thursday, Aug. 29, In_their___

would vote on the upcoming ballot

roposal.
Bul Clcan Water Actlon "will con-

1
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BEDFORD,
Contar *

FARMINOTON HILLS, Orchard
Livonia Plaza, 300515 M R, * TAYLOR, Southland

offices at 31001
Lahser Road to soliclt public reac-
tlon to the need for the road commis-
slon to Inerease certain charges for

various types of permilts related to
activities on the road right of way.

“No_one likes being In the position
of having to increase costs to the
customer,” said John L. Grubba,
managing director of the Road Com-
mission for Oakland County.
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