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NBC hopes to breathe
new life into ‘Real Life’

New season to
feature harder-

hitting stories

By Amy Schmidt

She may be Amerea’s TV-jour-

nallsm sweetheart, but how have
. real ratings treated NBC's “Real
Llfe With Jane Pauley?" .

“Lousy,” says Steve Friedman,
producer of “NBC Nightly News”
and now "Real Life With Jane Pau-
ley.” “That's why we're changlng it.
Most people who saw Lhe show last
year thought she was great and the
show wasn't.”

“Real Life" makes its season
premiere on a new: night, Friday,
Sept. 6, and the new producer plans
to do right by his star. There's no
reason not to, glven the fact that
Pauley holds more audicnce appeal
than just about any other female
journallst on TV, “If you just do an

aceeptable program, she's enough to

carry you over the top.” |

Part of the prohlem has been that
“Real Life" lacks a format. People
don’t know what they're going to sce

ty—talk-show host, Oprah Winfrey,
her life, her loves and her, successes,
The followlng week, how to spot
steroid use by sons, brothers and
boyiricnds will be the topic, and
“scud-stud” NBC correspondent Ar-
thur Kent wlll be op hand putung
out ol tires In Kuwalt.

"Friday night Is definitely golng
to be a more hospltable time period
for us,” says Pauley. The former
“Today" host admiis her husband,
cartoonlst Garry Trudeau, might be
walering geranlums In the yard, she
could be reading Inslde, and both
would forget to watch her show en
Sundays, “Sunday i3 just an odd
time, not te mention highly compet!-
tive, so Friday wlll definitely be bet-
ter for us. But the fllp side of that Is
that the cxpectation will be higher,
too." -

As the new television season be-
gins to firc up, “Real Lile" wlll face
opposition from ABC's “Family
Matters,” CBS' “Princesses,” star.
ring Twiggy Lawson, and "Ameri-
ca's Most Wanted” on Fox,

"Reat Life"” will aim for an older
"thirtysomethlng" audience, Jeaving

“Family Malters” and "Princesses™
to the kids. Pauley belicves Fried-
man wlll also draw a bigger follow-
ing with more promoticnal spots
this season than last. "I call Steve
the ‘promotion melster.’ He believes
in banging the drum, so we'll proba.
bly get the drums banged a llttle
beiter,” says Pauley.

Friedman, however, is careful to
point out that all news and informa-
tion series take time to find an audl-
ence, and that no program including
“'60 Minutes," “20/20,” and “Prime-
time Llve,” scored big its first year.
“What we're going through, every-
body else has already gone
through," he says--but no matter
what the ratings, don't Jook for De-
borah Norville to sub-host anytime
soon, :
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Hard-bliting staries and celebrity
Interviews may glve “Real Life
Witk Jane Pauoley” a boost up the
ratlngs ladder, The show's new sca-
;\?Egm“ Friday on 2 new night on

when they tune in, says Fried
This year’s new model wli} featurc
additional journallsts buildlng an
ensemble news group around Janc,
& signature plece by Pauley at each
show's end, and tougher Issucs.

“I think what they dld last year
was what I would call ‘nice pieces’,”
says Friedman, "“What they tried to
do 1is only deal with little problems
affecting a lot of people. When they
talked about real life, It was with
real people not In real trouble.
There was very little conflict and
very little emotlon,” says Friedman.

Last season's proflle of Pete Rose
went so well, Friday's premlere epl-
sode wlll featurc another celebri-

Q: f would like ta know about Seff
Wincott of Night Henst. Could § hase
his xddress so § can write ta him? § um
#is0 # big fan of Joc Peany of Jake and
the Fatman. —iaytoya Powe, Mer-
idian, Mo, .

A: You can write Jelf Wincott c/n
Shapiroand Assocsates, 15301 Ventusa
Haulevard, Suite 345, Sherman Oaks,
Cahf., 91403, And the address for Joe

where I may weite to them? —lamy
Wude 115, Nacogdoches, Teaas.

Az You can write Becker /o TV
Enterprises, 251 East 49th Street, New
York, N.Y., 10017, You can writc
Sabatini ¢/u ProServe, 1101 Wilsen
Boulevard, Suite 1800, Arlington, Va,,
22209,

Send your questions about the world of

Penny is c/o Viacom Prod 10
Universal Ciy Maza, Universal Cay,
Cabf., 31608,

Q: ! have been watching Wimbledun,
¥ xm x fan of Boris Becker and Gabricls
Sabatini. Would you please let me know

enter to Let's Tulk, Features
Dept., PLO. Box 961009, Fort Worth,
Texas, 76161-1009. Hecavse of the

“volume of mall, only questions of

general interest can be anywered.
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