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Chain’s
future
is ‘Out’

By Larry 0'Connor
staff writor

A band on the run? Not In Chain
Reactlon’s case,

Up to this peint, the four-man out-
fit with former Westland resldents
Eric’ Harabadian and Bob
Drozdzewskl might be classified asa
bunch of shut-lns. Instead of being
famillar faces on.the club eclreult,
they have been something tke studio
monks, busy producing thelr latest
effort, “Qut of the Rulns.”

The cassetie release features a
taut combinatlon of 1960-70's experl-
mental hard rock gultar virtuosity
grounded in blues-based rhythms
and mixed In with New World sensi-
billties. Inflectlons of jazz, reggac
and Latin interspersed throughout.

"How ] see our sound Is we're @
rock band who also does blues that is
Influenced by jazz and werld music,”
sald vocalist and gultarist Harabadi-

an,
Er, right. That's what we were
trying to say. Anyhow, the buzz

phrase here Is alternative but com- *

mereial.

CHAIN REACTION has spent flve
years trylng to perfect this notlon,
Live appearances have been llmited,
though the band Is trylng to line up
dates in September In order to pro-
mote “Out-of the Ruins.” Also.in the
works is a video special that will ap-
pear on locat cable outlets.

Already, cuts from.“Out of the

Ruins" are gettlng air play on "De--

troit  Musle Scenc” and on Judy
Adams’ show on WDET-FM. College
stations such as WHFR-FM at Henry
Ford Community College and
WORB-FM at Qakland Community
College have played selections from
the cassette as well.

Al of this vindicates members of
Chain Reaction, who don’t buy into
the fashion or the enflghtened atti-
tude of an alternative outfit. If any-
thing, they resemble your average
Joe musicians sitting in Harabadi-
an’s llving room.

Familiarity apparemly brecds
qulet confidence, Harabadian and
Drozdzewski started jamming to-
gether 10 years ago.

Drummer and percussionist John
.8litti joined the group three years
ago and bassist Max Jardine only a
{cw months ago.

From a progressive base, Siitti
and Jardine play a large role. Both
have been heavily influenced by
world musle.

Slittl began to fancy himsell as a
percussionlst a few years ago, drop-
ping names like Tito Puente and
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Chain Reaction has spent five years coming up with a sound that is both alternative and com-
merclal. The end reault {s “Out of the Auins.”

Mongo Santa Maria and jazz fuslon
artist Dave Weckl as heroes.

“1 TRIED to Imitate (former Led
Zeppelin drummer, the late) John
Bonham,” Slittt said. “I found per-
cussion more absorbing."

Likewise Slliti's partner (n
rhythm, Jardine, mentions the
names of jazz artists such as Billy
Cobham and Jean Luc Ponty.

These world sensibilities are
melded with traditional forms of
rock'n'roll brought forth by Drzod-
zewskl and Harabadlan.

“I think the key is we listen to a

wide variety of musle . . . We're all
comlng from a progressive base,”
Harabadian said. “I've always had
.eclectle tastes, so in a way, It's a
blending of sounds.™

Band members say they can pull It
off because cgo levels are kept to a
minimum. Usually, Harabadian
brings a rough sketch of a song Into
rehearsals and the rest of the greup
Helps flesh it out,

Harabadian has a knack for writ-
ing ballads and love songs, but hls
Iyrics can take a social commentary
as well. The blucs-iwinged number
“Innocence Lost” focuses on runa-

ways while “Where's the Beauty”
delves [nte the subject of homeless-

ness.

All of which bear more than a hint
of authentlcity in their concern, Har-
abadtan Is in the process of earning a
master's degeee in soclal work from
Wayne State University and does
counsellng with children.

But the band members stress they
want to keep things entertalning.

“We're in It for the {un of it first
and foremost,” Drzodzewskl said. “If
you don't Jove it, you start to hate it
and you'll either quit or become a
wedding band.”

® MEMORIAL TRIBUTE

Several area bands will perform Sun-
day, Sept. 1. a memorial tribute to Gener-
als’ passist Flip Cherven, 24, who died
last week (n an automobile accident near
Jackson. Gangster Fun, A1.D., Culture
Randits, Flying Saucers, Granfalloon and
Boor and the Hackett are scheduled to
appear al Saint Andrew's Jall, 431 E.
Congress, Delroit. PProceeds from the
event will go towards a memortal schol-
arship In Cherven's name.

@ HYPERFORMANCE

Monday, Avg. 26 — Hyperformance
will perform st Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor, For information, call 996-
217,

@ PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM

Monday, Aug. 26 — Paradise Valley
Jazz Jam will take place at Alvin's, 5736
Cass. across from Wayne State Universi-
ty. Detroit For -information, tall B32-
2358

@ DORN NAKED

Tacsday, Aeg. 27 - Born Naked will
perform at Rick's Cate, 61t Church, Ann
‘Atbor. Far Information, call 996-2747.

@ CHISEL BROTHERB

Tuesdsy, Avg. 27 — Chisel Brothers
will perform at Abvin's, 5758 Cass, across
from Wayne State University, Detrolt
For Information, cal) 832-2355.

@ OLIND DOQ BLUES BAND

Wednesday, Akg. 28 — Dlind Dog Bloes
and will perform at Key West, 26230 W.
Six Mile, Detroit For Information, ¢all
592.0090

® STING

Wedaesday, Aug. 28 — Sting wlll per-
lorm at Mne Koob Theatre, 175 and
Sashabaw Road, Clarkston. Show time s
8 pm. Tickets are §15 for pavilion, $20
for Iawa. For information, call 377-8200.

® SOUTHGOING ZAK

Wedpesday, Aug. 28 — Southgolng Zak
will perform at the Dlind Pig, 208 S.
Firsl, Asn Arbor. Fur information, call
996-8555.

@ WAYNE TOUPS AND ZYDECAJUN

Wednesday, Aug. 28 — Wayne Toups
and Zydecajun will perform at Sully's,
4758 Greentield, Dearborn. For {nforma-
tion, call B46:5377.

@ DIG DAVE AND THE ULTRASONICS

Wedaesday, Aeg. 28 — Big Dave and
the Ultrasonics will perform at Rick's
Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Atbor. For (nfor-
‘mation, call 996-2747;

® BOOM AND THE RACKET

Tbursday, Aog, 29 - Boom and the
Racket will perform ai 3-D, 1013 N.
Main, Roya} Oak For information, call
A9 34,

® ELVINJJONES v ~een .

Thorsdsy, Acg. 29 — Drummer Elvin
Jones appears 7 p.m. as the opening night
headliner at.the 12ih annua) Miller Lite
Montreuz Delroit Jazz Festival. Jones Is
the {ather of “Iree improvisation” or “po-
Iyrythmic™ drumming style often assocl-
ation with the avant-garde drummers of
the 19608 and early 1970s. For informa.
uon, call 259-5400.

® THE NEIGHBORHOODS

Tbarsday, Aug. 29 — The Neighbor-
hoods will perform with guest, Michae)
McDermott, at Saint Andrew's Hall, 431
£ Congtess, Detrolt. Doors open at 9
p m. Tickets ace $5. For Informalion, call
963-MELT.

@ THE WILLIE WIBELY TRIO

Thersday, Aug. 29 — The Willle Wisely
Trio will perform at Alvin's, $756 Cass,
across fram Wayne State University, De-
troit. For Information, call #32.2353,

@ ANSON FUNDERBURGH AND THE
ROCKETS

Lock for Wayne Toups and
Zydccajun at Sully’s in Dear-
born Wednesday, Aug. 28.

Friday, Aug. 30 — Anson Funderburgh
and the Rockets will perform at Sully's,
4758 Greentield, Dearborn, For (aforma-
lion, call 346.5377.

& GRATEFUL DEAD TRIBUTE
Tterday, Aug. 29 — “Gralefully
Yours,” a musical tribute to the Grateful
Dead by their friends, will take place at
Key West, 24230 W. Six Mile, Detroit. The
show will feature Mesl Saunders, Tom
Constanten, original planist for the
Gratefol Dead, Kingfush, Steve Kimock
from Zero and a speclal appearance by
Papa Joha Creach. Tickets are $10. For
informatlon, call $92-0090.

@ WILD XINGDOM
Thendsy, Ang. 29 — Wild Kingdom
will perform at Rick's Cafe, 813 Church,

Ann Arbor.
2747,

® WRATH OF CHRISTIAN

Friday, Aug. 30 — Wrath of Chrslan
will perform wilh guests, Skin Horse and
Missed in Diary, at Finney's Pub, 3965
Woadward, Detront. For information. call
831-8070.

For Informalion, call 996-

® MARIO BAUZA

Friday, Aeg. 30 — Trumpeter Mario
Bauza wil) bring his Afro-Cuban jazz
sounds and his concert orchestra 10 the
Miller Lite Montreux Detroil Jazz Fesll.
val at 7.45 pm on the Amphitheatre
Stage In Hary Plaza For information.
call 239-3400

® JOHNNY O'NEAL

Friday Satarday, Aug. 30-31 — Johnny
O'Neat will perform at Bird of Paradise,
207 S Ashley, Ann Arbor, For informa-
tlon, call 662-8310.

M CAY'S IN THE BASEMENT

Friday, Aug. 30 — Cat's in the Base-”

ment will perform at Lhe Cross Street
Station, 511 W. Cross, Ypsilanu. For in-
formation, call 485-5050

©® HARDTIMES DLUES BAND

Friday, Aeg. 3¢ — Hardlmes Blues
Band will perform a1 Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaefer, north of Michigan Avenue,
Dearborn. For information, calt $31-3630.

® SYEVE KING AND THE DITTLIES

Friday, Aug. 30 — Steve King and the
Dittlies will perform on the Boblo Moon-
light Crulse. The boat departs 11 pm. and
returns 1 am For information, call 843-
0700 or #143.8400.

@ JONFADOIS

Friday, Awg. 30, and Sanduy, Sept. | —
Trumpeter Jon Faddu will perform at
the 13th annual Miller Lite Montreuz De-
troit Jazz Festival. He'll perform 9.45
p.m. Friday on the A Stage

epid Street Scene reporter iz always looking for the

and joeicomes comments and suggestions from readers

2.Send ‘those to this column in care of this
{vonia 48150, or call 953-2131.
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wrapplng paper with-a m\:rrmy

Jillery Jewelry

Until three years ago, jewelry designer Jill Fagan was a stylist’
working in films, She received ber art education at the University of
Michlgan in Ann Arbor.

‘Working with aluminmm, a light, modern metal that doesa't tarnish,
her fresh, bold designs are receiving great attention. The metal, com-
bined with opulescent colored stones or bright glass, gives her work
an exciting cosmic quality. . :

Avallable at local Jacobson stores, Jil Fagan's aluminum varied
designs Include rings, earrings and bracelets. Priced §28-$88.

|-play the absolut d

i
Pressure, Deadlines, The boss continues to breathe
down your neck and hover over your desk. Don't tell
him to take a hike.
Yelling. Screaming. Fighting. Your off-spring are
driving you off your rocker. Don't lock them out and
throw away the key. N
Let us smooth out the rough spots.
CD 102.7-FM, WXCD is Detrolt's new radlo station, We

h around., WXCD

features musle that Is retaxing but naver boring. Fresh,
exciting music, From artists llke Kenny G, George
Benson, Spyro Gyra, Steely Dan, Paul Simon, Basla,
Pat Methoney, Anita Baker and Earl Klugh. The newest
muslc without ali the hype and talk.
When life's anxlous little moments start to get on your
nerves, don't punch a wall, Punch us up.
Relax and enjoy.
DETROIT’S NEW RADIO STATION.

WXCD
127FM

Xmoath Sounds

and 30 pm. Sunday on the Pyramid
Stage. For [nformation, cal) 259-5400.



