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OCC, library officials explore merger

By Josnne Maliszewskl
staff writor

Farminglon Community Library and Oak-
Jand Community Cellege olficials are explor-
ing the possibility of merging a new main i
brary with a college library on the Orchard
Ridge campus.

“With the llbrary having the authority for a
portion of the Peltz land, we hadn't consldered
merglng with OCC or using that as a locatlon,”
sald Beverly Papal, Farmington Community
Library director. “OCC-Orchard Ridge came
ta ask us if we would be interested In exploring
nr

Dan Jaksen, president of the Orchard Ridge
campus, calls the inerger possibllity a “real
complicated Issuc” and stlll exploratory.

“We're sull talking: Is it legal?, is there a
sultable site?, Is there a cost savings? If it's a

".Officials uy cammunlly college Iibrarla: and publlc iibraries

have merged in the past in M
* Texas and Florida.

Ar T

il. We're stil] generating questions,” Jaksen
sald. .

The Farmingten Hills City Council earller
this year agreed to let the community library
reserve a portion of the city-owned Peltz land
on Farmington Road, south of 1-696, for a new,
80,000-square-fool Hbrary.

. SINCE THAT uUme, some crlties have op-
posed the library at that slte because of In-
creased traffic on Farmington Road, as well
as concern of putting a building on land that —
at leul in the clght years of the parks and

Heritzge " Park on F
Road.

“l do love Heritage Park so
much,” sald the Farmington Hills
landscape artlst who uses acrylic
on canvas, “and I'd hate to see
them pave it over.

“T don't mean to get up on my
s0ap box, but I do u:lnk it should

ed.”

be preservi

om of Levin's palnunp -
“Trillilums in the Woods™ from a
Heritage Park scene — will be on
dlsplay at the Our Town art show
Oct, 18-20 at the Birmiogham
Coramunlty House, 380 S. Bates.

The works of art may be
viewed from 10 am. to § pm.
those days. Levin's painting mea-
sures 4 by 3% feet.”
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_Ington Branc! ra
“Garden  Club "Wl ry
sponsor a Junior Gardener pm~
mm, running October through

Open to chlldrm ages 3-8, the
program will offer opportunities
to galn. bandson experlence In
-planting and growing things, as
well as in flower arranging.

The group will meet 4-5 pm.
every other Tuesday at the down-
town Farmington branch of the
library.

qum'a!lm for this and other
chlldren’s programs begins Tues-
day, Sept. 10. In-person registra-
tion starts at 10 at the llbracy,
-23500 Liberty. Telephone regls-
tration begins at noon.

Tho first 12 Farmlaogton or
Farmington Hills youngsters to
vegister will be accepted in the
Junlor Gardener program. Others
will be placed on a walting llst.
For more information, call the Ui
brary’s Children's Depariment at
L AT4-7770.

HERE IS a symphony or-
. chestra based in Farm-
ington Hills, and it's
called Group du jour.
Conducted by Farmington Hills
resident Karen Nixon, a former
{reclance horn player, the orches.
tra is made up of muslelans from
across the metropolltan area.
Group du jour opens lts season
at 8 p.m. Friday, Oct. 25, at the
Mercy Conference Center on 11
Mile Road, Tchalkovsky's Sym-
phony No. 5 Is on the biil. Tickets
At $10 for adults and $8 for sen-
fors and students may be pur-
chased at the door.
The group will present four
concerts if funds are avallalbe,
Nixon said,

EMORY LANE -—
From the Aug. 0,
1951, edillon of the
Farmington  En-

terprise:

® Nine Farmington Township
firefighters turned out to battle a
grass fire at Col{ax and Farming-
ton Road. Several other grass
fires were reported in the city
and township,

@ Regular gasoline was belng
so0ld for 25.5 cents a gallon at the
Zepher Super Statlon, 29372
Grand River at Middlebell.

® ‘“Bombadier” starring Pat
O'Brien and Randolph Scott was
the attraction at the Clvic The-
ater.

Items for Farmington Focus
may be mailed to the Farm-
ington Observer, 21898 Farm-
ington Road, Farmington
48338, or dropped off at the
newspaper office.

savings to we owe it lo g

recr special mlllage plnn — Is expected

to remaln in its natural state.

‘That doesn’t mean library offictals are glv-
ing up the Peltz land. Asking voters for tax
money to flnance construction of a new fibrary
is expected in 1992 — regardtess of location,
Papat sald.

“We can't contlnue to funcilon adequately
without making appropriate plans,” Papal
sald, of the cramped quarters in the 38,000
square-fect main library on 12 Mile Road, be-
tween Farmington and Orchard Lake roads.

“We're still operaling with increased de-
mand on-public seating, housing our

park,” Papal said, adding that In 1990-91, cir-
culatlon increased 9.6 percent.

The Farmington Communlty Library serves
about 85,000 people. The OCC library serves
approximately 8,000 studeats, plus 1eferrals
from other OCC campuses, Papal sald.

OCC officials, meanwhile, are waillng for an
educational consultant's report that is expect-
od to discuss problems with the library In the
heart of the campus, south of I-696, between
Farmington and Orchard Lake roads,

“It (OCC-Orchard Ridge ilbrary) generally
speaking, Is in need of some improvements,”
Jaksen sald.

PAPAI AND Jaksen are trying to develop a
timetable when certain decislons must be
made so both facilitles stay on track with indi-
vidual plans should there be no merger possi-

ond, during peak hours, finding places to

Ploase turn to' Pago 4

One cool play

Keye Smith, one of Harrclson High School's back-up quarter-
backs, takes a water break during practice in the 80-degree
heat Monday. The Hawke' season begins Saturday, Sept. 7, at

the Pontiac Silverdomo where thoy will play prop power Bir-
mingham Brather Rice. For a story and some photos on Harri-
son's foolbsll team, please see Page 1B.

SHARDN LaMIEUX/staft photogtapher

Alternate

school

Program aids
troubled kids

By Ceasey Hans
staff wrlter

Thirty-five Farmington-area stu-
dents will get specialized attentlon
starting this weck in a new alterna-
tive high schoo) program.

. As yet unnamed, the program s
housed in threc classrooms at the
Farmington Tralanlng Center In
downtown Farmington.

Students there will pick a name
for the fledgling program, designed
to help both male and female stu-
dents, ages 16-19, who have trouble
learning in a traditional high school
environment.

“A lot of people have thought
about it for many, many years,” said
Tetry Klenczar, supervisor of adult
and communlty education for Farm-
ington Public Schools.

After atiending a spring confer-
ence and gelting approval from the
state for junding it. Klenczar and
school/community relations director
Pamecla O'Malley decided to pui the
program together for this fall.

“We looked at a number of pro-
grams, and pooled what would work
best for Farmington,” Klenczar said.
*“We came back from the conference
ready to do it. It meant just plaln,

Fox won’t run

But 3 incumbents seek re-election in Hills

By Joanne Maliszewski
siaff writer

that clected officials’ terms should
be limited.

Jean Fox has a lot of interests and
projects she wants to pursue. That's
one of the reasons she Is not seeking
re-clection to one of the four epen
scats on the Farmington Hills City
Council ln November.

Alter four years on the counci), in-
cluding one year (1990), as mayaer,
Fox is bowing cut of the city council
when her four-year term Is up later
this year,

“I am not anxlous {o cemmit to
another four years on the city coun-
cil. There are many other prioritles
that T have,” Fox said.

But the local historian and vice
chairwoman of the Qakland County
Parks Commisslon says she belicves

“Ina 'y, it becomes eve-
Tty citizen's duly to share the burdens
and successes of self-government,
That’s why I believe in Jimitation of
terms.

“These lour years have been my
contributlon. Now It's someone clse’s
turn,” said Fox, who alsa served on
the Farmington Hills historic dis-
trict and historlc commissions, as

well as the Zoning Board of Appeals. -

Fox was the first woman chalr of the
ZBA in 1985-86.

Fox is the only Farmington Hills
councll member whose term (s ex-
piring thls year who is not secking
re-clection. Tncumbents Nancy
Bates, Terry Sever and Larry Licht-
man are all seeking re-clectlon and

-four open scats. The top three votes

filed nomtnating petitions by the 4
p.m., Tuesday, deadline.

OTHER CANDIDATES who also
filed by the deadline include Joanne
Smith, chairwoman of the Farming-
ton Hills Planning Commisslen and
former gnunci) member; Paul
Sowerby, a former city councilman,
and Rton Ollverio, a former unsuc-
cessful 1989 council candidate.

The six candldates will vie for the

getters in the Nov. 11 clection will
carn four-year terms. The fourth-
place finisher will get a two-year
term. Victors will take office at the
tirst council meeting after the Nov,
11 eclection, said city clerk Kathy
Dornan.
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Jean Fox
not running

Hills to sponsor Edison forum on Sept. 4

By Joanne Msaliszewski
stalf writer

The meeting will aliow about

II you have comments you've wanted to make
or questions you've wanted to ask Detrolt Edison
but never have, you're chance ks coming up.

The Farmington Hills City Council has Invited

Detroit Edison representatives to a publle Inlor
mationa)l meetlng at 7:30 p.m,

one hour for public questions
and comments and another
hour for comments from Detroit
Edison representatives.

Power in late July.

In council chambers, 31555 11 Mile. The mmllug
also will be cablecast live on Channel 12.

“We've had so many people complaln,” Farm-
Ingion Hills City Manager William Costlck sald. "1
know we've contlnued to have a problem. So |
thought we should have a meeting to Iet our cltl-
zens come in and (alk with Edison.”

‘The meeting will allow about one hour for pub- homes near the top of the list.

lic questions and comments and another hour for
comments from Detroit Edison repr tives,
followed by general discussion

Following a thundersterm July 1 that knocked

handilng

nozzi said.

cluding those in Farmington Hills, for anywhere
{rom overnight to just less than a week, Costick
and Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi made presentations to
the Michigan Publlc Service Commission at a spe-
clal discusslon on Detroit Edison and Consumers

AT THAT meeting, Vagnozzi proposed some
changes. Utillties should have clear pricrities for
restoring services, placing hospltals and nursing

Edison should also develop a beliee system of
as well as provide
notitication of when power will be restored, Vag-

hard work pulling it all together.
“They worked all summer.”
BEING RUN through the district’s

adult cducation consortium with
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The PennySaver
is now
Suburban Cable Weekly. |:
Watch for it
in our Monday issues!
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out power to more than | mitlien residents, in.
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