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1In his 19 years of coaching boys
golf at Farmington Hills Hatrison,
Bl Spencer has had his good
moments and hls not-so-good
moments.

Unfortunately - for Spencer, it's
been several years since his Hawks
have bad scores lower than the
summer temperatures. .

“It all goes in cycles and right
now I think we're trylng to gel
back to where we used to be
Spencer sald, The Hawks won the
Qakland County championshlp in
the mid 1980s but baven't been sue-
cessful since.

- Harrison is coming off a 2-9 sea-
son and started the year by finish-
ing last out of 12 teams ln tourna-
ment play at Keasington Golf

Course.

Despite thelr recent struggles In
the Western Lakes Activities Asso-
clallon, the Hawks have finished in
the top 10 in the Class B regionals
the past three years,

“Competing in Class B deflnltely
makes a difference — just look at
the number of students that attend
the schools and how many go out
for the golf team,” Spencer sald.
“Competlng against Class A teams
does burt in terma of the league.”

Spencer knows (hat If Harrison is
to imprave, bis teaching abitities
will be chatlenged. Harrison lost its
top goller from a year ago, Steve
Hagoplan, and returns only two ex-
perienced golfers,

Junlors Darren Ebner and Mike
LaCosse average in the 20s, ac-
cording to Spencer, who knows the
entlre team’s scores must de-
crease.

“How well we do this year will
depend on how qulick we improve,
because we won't win with our
scores right now,” Spencer sald.

Freshman Sean Flrth, senlor
Jason Dreler and junlor Chris Car-
dont will also see a lot of time on
the fairways. Sophomore Jason
Sczepanlak s also expected to con-
tribute.

This is Dreier’s first year of golf
after playing a couple years of

Hawk golfers
eager to get
back in swing

.whether or not we'll be good.”

football, Spencer sald Dreler has a
strong game off the tee but needs
to improve on his short game and
that's where Spencer, an avid golf-
er, comes in.

“He hils the ball real far, and |
think T can hetp him with his 100-
yards-and-ln game — that's my
strong potnt,” Speocer sald.

NORTH FARMINGTON

A few weeks ago, North Farm-
ington boys golf coach Daryl Case
thought his team would contend for
the Western Lakes Actlvities Asso-
clation title, but now he's not sure.

Two of North's top players de-
cided to leave the team for person-
al reasons, giving Casa less than a
week to flnd replacements.

Naloa Nlahlyama, a Jspapese
exchange student, went back to Ja-
pan, while Jay Lundgren moved to
Idaho,

“They're were two of my top five
golfers,” Case sald. “Now I'm
forced to take some of my fresh-
man and throw them right in there.
It's something I didn't want to do.

“Now, instead of knowing that
we'd be a good team, I'm really not
sure how good we'll be."”

- The Raiders, who tied for fourth
in the WLAA last season, will re-
turn a pair of seniors, Jim Mell and
Dan Steln, along with junlor Eric

Wilson,

“Erle Witson is probably our top
golfer at this point,” Case said. “He
is really playing well right now. He
‘and Scott Stelolauf are a great one-
two punch. .

Steinlauf, a freshman, hasn't got-
ten Into a tournament yet thls sea-
son but has proven himse!f in prac-
tice rounds.

“We had Scott entered In the
Plne Lake Invitationa), but he was
forced to withdraw because of al-
Jergles,” Case sald. “He should be a
nice additlon to the team.”

North's other lop golfers are
freshman Drew Sopha and sopho-
more Matthew Nathan,

“1 honestly thought we'd be bet-
ter than what we are," Case said.
“But right now the team isn't even
establlshed, 50 it’s hard to tell

Powers defeats Salem in opener

By Heal Zipser
statt writor

Rankings are olten Ignored early In the season,
but release of the first statewide girls basketball
poll this week gave added meaning Tuesday to the
Flint Powers-Plymouth Salem contest,

The matchup between the No. 3 team {Powers)
and No. 13 {Salem) ereated a level of Interest in a
season opener that is usually reserved for tourna-
ment games In November,

The vislting Chargers, consldered the preseason
favorite In Class B, defeated the bost Rocks 49-38
behind 27 polnts and 15 rebounds from senlor Lisa
Negri, touted 23 one of the top players in the

state.
- The 6-foot-2 Negri led a furious second-quarter

rally, which saw Powers outscore the Rocks 14-2.
The Chargers, 23-2 last year, made 21 of 32 free
throws, and Negri was the leader, converting 13
of 16 attempts.

‘The Rocks, coming off a 22-4 season highlighted
by a trip to the Class A semlifinals, took an B-4
tead after two layups and a jumper by senior Dar-
ele Miller, one of three returning starters, Junior
Cyndi Platter’s two baskets helped keep the Rocka
on top, 10-8.

PLATTER SCORED a team-high 10 points and
coltected six steals, and Miller, who was in foul
trouble mast of the game, added eight points.

“In the beginning, we looked awful but we
weren't really playlng bad,” Powers coach Kathy
McGee sald. “You have to attribute some of that
to Salem’s defense.’”

the third quarter. After Powers opened up a 26-16
lead, o Platter jumper and two Giullani free
th: cut the margin to six. But the Chargers
held off Salem and took a 30-23 lead into the fina)
quarier, N

Powers took control of the game with arf®8.2
run and hit nine free throws down the stretch to
put the game out of reach, but Thomann was

12-0 run to begln the second quarter, After mak-
ing five free throws — four by Negrli — senlor
Notlle Beaudry hit a layup to make It 17-10. After
a three-polnt play by Negrl, Melanie Shooskey
stole a Salem pass, drove the length of the court
and made the score 20-10. -

“Our strategy, when we play a talent llke
Negri, Is to play her as hard as we can for as long
as we can,” Salem coach Fred Thomann sald. “I
thought Emlly Giullant did a good job on her, and
Darcle won't be playing agalnst her every game.”

The Rocks ended their drought with 49 seconds
left In the half on a jumper by Giullani. Salem
committed nine lurnovers In the quarter, and Mll-
ler spent most of the quarter on the bench.,

“We had a lttle lull In the second quarter and
couldn't score,” Thomann sald. “Darcle was in
foul troudle and her not being in the game hurt us.
offensively. But we turned the ball over a few
tmes, and we bhad a couple shots but couldn't
make them.”

“WE CAME out in the second quarter and put
more pressure on the ball, but we didn’t change
much else,” McGee sald,

Salem made a comcback attempt midway in

pleased with the play of his team in its first game.

“It was a great way to start the season,” he
sald. “We played a great team, had a great crowd
and played a great game. I told the team that
we're not going to hang our heads, we're just
golng to come out and practice hard tomorrow."

Although fans of both teams were talking about
the rankings, coaches and players viewed the sub-
ject differently.

“The ronklngs didn’t matter,” sald the 6-4
Beaudry, who added 10 points and five rebounds

" and also is rated one of the top players in the

state, “Some of us came out with some butterflies
In our stomachs, including mysclf, because It was
our flrst game of the year. But the rankings never
really mattered.”

MCGEE SAID that malntalning the high rank-
ing was not a concern.

“The players take pride in that they are re-
spected throughout the state, but I don't think that
will ever make them cocky or complacent,” she
sald.

“We have some flne basketball players, but
they weren't born that way. They have worked
hard and that work has gotten them where they
are right now."

North loses lead, game to Lakers

Contlaued from Page 1
minute teft In regulation time,

But North missed two one-and-one
free throw opportunities and a layup
to lcave the door open for a Lakers
comecback. The Raiders also lost
starters Carey Perkins and Becky
Macek to fouls in the fourth quarter,
feaving North with only five players,

West Bloomfleld's Erin Lucas
made four free throwa and Kelly
Conaver, who led the Lakers with 12
potnts, sent the game nto overtime
tied at 42 when she sank a layup with
13 seconds remalning. The Lakers
outscored North 10-2 in the over-

“time.

“It was a grand opportuaity for us
to win the game, but the missed
layup and free throws came back to
haunt us,” North coach Lance Davis
sald. “It hurt because it was our
game to win." .

North was down 18-6 carly In the
game but rallied to lead 34-27 after
three perlods. Perkins scored nine
points and freshman Allsha Gordon
eight in the middle quarters, and
Karen Seremet and Macek added
five aplece in the third.

Perkins, a sophomore center, led
the Raiders with 15 polnts, Gordon
finished with 12 and Seremet added
seven In additlon to playing a great
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floor game, Davis sald. Perkins and
Gordon also had six rebounds each.

BRIGHTON .60, HARRISON 53:
Junlor center Heather Hopkins
scored 17 polnts and grabbed 12 re-
bounds to lead the Hawks, who led
22-21 at halftime but were outscored
39-31 {n the sccond hall.

Sophomore Amanda Ault scored
14 polnts for Harrison, and
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“They played three guards and ran a
lot, and we didn't adjust well to that.

“We came up short agalnst a good
team. I think we're moving in the
right direction, but we need to clean
Itup.”

LINCOLN 49, FARMINGTON 22:
The Falcons found themscives down
24-8 at halftime after making one of
22 tield goals and shouting 4 percent
in the first half.

Farmington, which had 34 turn-
overs and was blanked 16-0 in the
first quarter, played better in the
second half but couldn’t catch the
Rallsplltters, who were led by 6-foot

center Jennifer Brezinski, who
scored a game-high 20 polnts.

“We couldn't play them man-to-
man because of the blg glrl," Farm.
Ington coach Brian Swinchart sajd.
“So we played a zone bul their girls
were hitting from outside.”

Tammy Allen had seven points
and Monica Rentle six to lead the
Falcons, who play in the consolation
game at 6 tonlght. Shannon
Stepowski added 15 points for Lin-
coln.

“We can't go anywhere but up, so
hopelully the girls will come back
ready to work hard,” Swinehart said

Krista Snow added eight points and
six rebounds,

“We didn't take care of the ball
enough (In the second half), and the
defensive transition kitled us,”* Har-
vison coach Pete Mantyla said.
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