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Upbeat

Concert

By Kesly Wygonik
statf wriler

his theme song was, Steven

Woloson of Troy, who con-

ducts the Heritage Concert

Band, might whistle “Let me Enter-
taln You."

"We arc there to entertain,” said

Woloson, "The TV is offering such an

IF SOMEONE asked him’ what

is entertaining

band

Ballroom dancers Belle Kukurka
and Ron Sherman of Dearborn
Helghts add another dimenslon to
concerts, dancing the samba to a
Latln American tune.

“We've been dancing together for
clight years,” said Belle of her part-
ner Ron. “We met Steve, and he
asked us If we would dance at the
concerts. We said sure. We've won
lots of ballroom dancing contests

enter To com-
pete, we have to offer somcthing.
We're more than stuffed shiris play-
ing concert band musle.”

From 3.5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 1, the

band will play in Hamtramck at the
Labar Day Festival. The concert will
be at the Hamtramck Senlor Citl-
zens' Plaza, 2620 Holbrook, at Jos.
Campau.
. Concerts begin with the audlence
singing “Star Spangled Banner” ac-
companicd by the $2-piece band.
During “Take Me out to the Ball-
game,” they yol! then It's “One, two,
three strikes you're out at the old
bailgame.”

FOR “HI Neighbor,” some of the
muslcians put down thelr instru-
ments and sing. When the song ends,
cveryone stands up, tips their caps
and greets the audlence with an en-
thusiastle “hl.*

Durlng a “Testimonlal (o Liber-
ty,” a band member reads excepts
from the Declaration of Indcpend-
ence'and the Gettysburg Address,
while the band plays patriotle songs.

Thaddeus Dixon plays his
solo, accompanied by the
Heritage Concert Band, July
28 at Livonla Mall.

gl the P Detroit
area. We enjoy it.”

WOLOSON’S DAUGHTERS, Ma-
ria, Gloria, and Susapa play In the
band, and his wife, Ines Ls the musle
librarian.

The youngest member is drum so-
loist, 7-ycar-old Thaddeus Dixon of
Detroit. The oldest Is B8B-year-old
‘Teny Mastrantonlo of Clarkston who
plays clarinet.

Dixon lsn't the first young musi-

Steven Wolo-
son conducts
the 52-membes
Heritage Con-
cert Band as
they play
“Take Me Out
ta the Ball-
game" al the
Livonia City
Hall Plaza,

ctan to play in the band. Dennls
Carter of Hamtiramck, who plays
flute, jolned when he was In seventh
grade. Last year, he won first place
in 'WQRS “'Classics In the Making".

.competitlon, In June he graduated

from Hamtramck High School, and
will be attending college this fall.

“The band has people from all
walks of life,” sald Frank Lozano of
Livenla. “All the people have this en-
ergy. It's a (remendous outlet, It
helps you stay healthy.”

Most of the muslclans played in
high school and college bands and
orchestras. About 35 arc professlon-

2l musleians, and elght including Lo-
zane have their own bands or smail
combos.

Recently retired as a- princlpal
with the Detroit School System, Lo-
zano has been a band member for
about clght years.

“1 REALLY like working with the
group. It's a community effort. We
get a chance 10 unwind, and are able
to help other muslecians. I've always
been an educator, § like to help edu-
cate people. We do that by helping
cach other, and by playing a variety
of music at cur concerts.”

The band's repertoire spans the

.world — Polish, Itallan, German,

Ukrainlan, Irish and Spanish.

Founded in 1955 as the B Sharp
Musie Club, the band was rcorgan-
ized In May 1984 by Woloson and 14
musicians into the Hamtramck Con-
cert Band,

“Then we were asked to play at
the Italian American Festival at
Hart Plaza," sald Weleson.

On Sept. 19, 1987, the band played
{or Pope John Paul II when he visit-
ed Hamtramek.

“Frank Lozane, onc of our mem-
bers was the principal of Webster

Elementary School’ in a Hispanic
neighborhood of Detroit and wanted
us to play a concert at hls school. We
added some Spanish numbers.”
Because of the dlversity, the band
started being known as the Ham-
tramck Heritage Concert Band,

“Then, we got down to only two
band members living in Hamtramek,
50 we we evolved into the Heritage
Concert Band,” sald Woloson.

“We're making a blg effort to be
an ‘all-type’” band."” “We play all
kinds of music, ethnle, pop, jazz.”

Young drummer is on a roll

By Kesly Wygonlk
stalf writer

During the concert at Livonia Mall, Thaddeus Dixon
squirms in his seat and fidgets just like any 7-year-old
who wauld rather be outside playlng on a sunny Sunday
alternoon,

But when Heritage Concert Band conductor Steven
Woloson turns to the audlence and says. “and now I'd
like you to meet our guest soloist . . . " Thaddeus snaps
to attentlon.

He walks to hls drum set, nods to Woloson and steals
the show as he plays the percusslon solo, “High Hat" by
Paul Yoder, accompanted by the 52-member band.

“The thing thal's really puzzling,”™ sald his father,
Gus, “is he doesn't seem ready, but when the time
comes to play, he takes carc of buslness.”

DIXON IS extraordinary. In Novi, he beat drummers
age 16 and younger, 16 win the 1890-9t regional in a

cantest sponsored by the American Guild of Music. Then
he won the 1991 national competition in Chicago.

He takes his music seriously and already has the mak-
ings of a pro. During a recent performance at the Troy
Historical Museum, Thaddeus dropped a drum stick. He
didn’t miss a beat and contlnued tapplng with one stick
while reaching for another he kept close at hand.

“I don’t know where he learned that,” sald hls former
teacher, Nick Dombrowskt, Dombrowski plays clarinet
in the Herltage Concert Band. “A lot of kids would have
quit and staried crying.”

Thaddeus has a knack for music. His parents noticed
it when he was 2.

“His grandmother found a beat-up bongo drum at a
garage sale. He never put it down,” said Gus. "It fell to
picces,

“THEN WE went to Toys ‘R" Us and bought him a
drum set. He kept playing it. We thought he was serious
and bought him a professional drum sct. By then his toy
sel was held logether with tape.”
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GREAT WATER YACHTS
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GREAT WATER YACHTS
(313) 778-7030
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Lunche Dinner #Late Night Dining » Take Ouwt
1515 EAST MAPLE RD TROY » (312)680- 2332

The Hcrllaga Dancers, Ron Sherman and Belle Kukurk. dance
the samba while the Hcrllnge Concert Band plays “Brazll” in
Livonia,
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Divers Incorporated
"THE DIVERS DIVE STORE"
S’-“Zvoo Add Excitement to
Your Life!
Join The Underwater World!
« SPECIALTY CLASSES -

Confined Wates Courss | Miant
Son, Sept 16 AWed. 02, 98- | ey
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* Divemaster Class Oct, 15-19 & Oct, 22:23

42235 Ann Arbor Rd.
Plymouth, M1 48170
313-451-5430

+ Rescue Class Oct. 1 thiu 6

PADL S Star Instructor
Development Cenlet

3380 Washtenaw Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
313-971-7770

BREAK AWAY
and erplone Labe MeCigans natuzally sen

GREATER GRAND H/\VEN MlCH]GI\N
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Sat 1-3
Sun 1-3,
Mon 1-3

Crand HavenSpring Labe Ares Pureau
1 South Harbor, Grand Haven Ml 49412 (516} 8424499
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COIN, STAMP
COMIC BOOK and
SPORTSCARD

4 DAYS 4 DAYS 4 DAYS ( ‘

Fn. 830 Sat. 831 “Sun. 9/

UNIVERSAL MALL -

12 Mile at Dequindrem Warren

SPORTS STARS APPEARING |

Tiger Star Don Wert
Detrait Hochey Stars

Tiger Dave Rozema

September 20-21-22
...special appearances by Gordie Howe and Ted Lindsay
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SHOW

Mon. 92

Eddie Mlo & Dennls Hextall

* COMING SHOWS H —
Livania Mall
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FREE ADMISSION

FREE AUTOGRAPHS

&

Labor Day
Save 20%!

20% Off any food purchase
Monday, September 2nd, 1991.
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TEL-TWELVE MALL
11:00-7:00

Discount does not apply to take out orders.




