2CF)

L]
O&E Thuraday, August 29, 1091

Polish contributions inspire author

By Julie Brown
stalf weller

cans John Dingell, Barbara Mikulsk{
and Clement Zablocki have in com.
mon? Can you name the rellglous or-
der of sisters that arrived In the U.S.
in 1874 and became the largest and
most Important Polish sisterhaod 1n
the country?

The answers (The three were
eclected to Congress; the Feliclan Sis-
ters) are on page 26 of “The Polish
Trelvia Book,” written by John
Vraniak of Plymouth Township.

Vranlak's book came out in 1989
and is going through its third print-
Ing. That printing wlit take the baok,
published by Avenue Publishing Co.
of Hamtramck, up to about 15,000
copics,

“It's doing real well,” sald
Vraniak, a scnlor quality engineer
with the Ford Motar Co. Powertrain
Operatlons In Livonta. He describes
his book as the exact opposite of a
Polish joke book.

N VRANIAK DOESN'T consider his

. book to be the apposlie extreme, a
tedlous textbook. It's casy to read,
but stilt provides plenty of informa-
tlon,

*1t allows people to pick it up in
small doses, learn about the Pollsh
experience,” sald Vreaniak, who's
mostly Pollsh and-part Lithvanian
and Slovak,

He began to think about writing
such a bock quite a few years ago.
The game Trivlal Pursult came out
En the early 1980s, and Vranlak (pro-
nounced Ver-on-ic) noticed its popu-
“larity.

He didn't wan! to produce a trivia
game, and thought a book would be a
better chalce. Vraniak pald a great

_ deal of attentlon to the book's for-
mat, wanting lo make it reader-
Iriendly. He talked to many people
about the format, discussing It with
Polish-Americans and others.

Answers to questlons are found on
the opposite page, meaning readers
don't have to fllp through the book to
find what they want te know.
Vraniak didn't sort the quesilons Into
categories, such as sports or history,
thinking that some readers might
bypass such sectfons. Instead, ques-
tions fram a number of dlfferent
subject areas arc found on each

page.

5/ranlnk, 37, did a great deat of re-
scarch on questions and answers, re-
lying on books, newspapers, maga-
zines and other sources.

“I knew very little of It."” Vranlak
was surprised {o learn that selentist
Marie Curle was Polish, rather than
French. {She was born Maric Sklo-

Do you know what Pollsh-Ameri.
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John Vraniak, a former Farmington Hills resident, wrote his
book to increase awareness of Polish and Pollah-American his-

tory and contributions.

dowska In 1867, and received the
nickname “Madame™ when she mar-
rled a Frenchman.)

HE WAS ALSO interested to leamn
of the contributlons Poles have made
in U.S, wars, includlng the Revolu-
tlonary War. Polish-Americans have
fought in a}l wars since the country’s
beglnnings, he said, and have made
significant contributlons.

Vraniak, who grew up on Lhe cast
side, didn’t learn much about Polish
and Pollsh-American history as a
student in the Harper Woods schools,
Such history typleally isn't taught in
school, he sald, and many young Pol-
ish-Amerlcans are unaware of the
contributions thelr countrymen and
women have made.

“Oh, absotutcly. They know little
or nothing."

Vranlak started his research In
1986 and took a couple of years to
finish. He dld rescarch at area'll-
braries, including the maln branch of
the Detroit Public Library.

At the time, he was traveling quite
2 bit for Ford, and found he could
take materials with him on business
trips and do work on planes and at
other in-between times.

He didn't use a computer to put
together information. Instead,
Vraniak wrote questlons and an-
swers on 3-by-S cards, which were
casy (o take nlong on trips.

“it worked out great.” He was
pleased to find a publisher without
much dlfflculty, and knows many

She appears in magazine

Courtney Kling, 15, of Farmington
Hills, appears in the issue

'TEEN judgu wlll select nnly 45

of "TEEN Magazine as ‘a semlfinallst

appear In lhc Septcmbcr. October.

in the {irst Salon Super
Hair Scarch and is ellgible tor a
$5,000 scholarshlp.

Salon Selectives and "TEEN mag-
azine are on the lookout for the best
locks.

Qualifications are slmpie. Appli-
canls must be 12 to 19 years old and
have “terrifle tresses and stand-out,
stylish halr.™

Out of the thousands of cntries
reccived,” Salon  Selectives and

issues of
'TEEN.

The winner, along with four to six
fInalists will appear fn the January
1992 Issue of *TEEN,

1t Kling is selected as a finalist,
she will recelve an all-expense-paid
trip to Los Angeles to compete in the
Super Hair Search contest.

The winner, sclected by "'TEEN's
editorial staff and experts at Salon
Selectives,will  recelve a  $5,000
scholarshlp.

il Camenuintogist & Demalogise, Fara Molhal A,
wcmon Artis, Member of America Academy of
womv. the cunce of many phyans
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(irst-time  authors “aren’t as for-
tunate. Vrantak enjoyed working
wlth a local publisher.

VRANIAK SPEAKS and reads a
little Pollsh, but got help from a
translator with the Polish words and
phrases in the book.

Vranlak's wile, Annctte, was a tre-
mendous help to him in working on
the book. They have three children,
ages 8, 6 and 3. Vraniak found it a
challenge at times to work on the
book whlle keeping up with the de-
mands of his job and famlly life.

He finds If he can put in “one good

hour” of work early in the morning
he manages. Vranlak has a sequel
due out in early 1892, and was busy
In recent years doing that rescarch
and writlng.

“The format will be ldentical, but
it's all new information,” The second
book will alse pubtished by Avenue.

“The Pollsh Trivia Book" is most
well-known [n the Detroit area, he
sald, and has started to do well in
other citles with a large Polish-
American population, including Chl-
cago, New York, Cleveland,
Mllwaukee and Pittsburgh.

“it's stitl a relatively unknown
quantlty,”, sald Vraniak, who Invited
readers to wrlte lo him through his
publisher with any comments. He's
received 75 (0 100 letters, and hasn't
heard any negative responscs.

Some younger pcoplc have bought
“The Polish Trivia Book" as a glit
for a parent or grandparent. They've
ended up readlng it themseclves,
learnlng a great deal In the process.

He's found some people are
surprised that an engincer would
write a non-technical book. Vraniak
would eventually lke to work on
writlng full time.

He's proud of his Polish ancestry,
but lso’t necessarily bothcred by
those who tell Polish jokes. It's casy
to tell when such a joke-teller’s bel-
tigerent, he sajd.

“For the most part, they're not. A
lot of those same people truly appre-
clate what the Polish have accom-
plished.”

John Vraniak will sign copies
of his book during the Plymouth
Fali Festival, noon {o 2 p.m. Sun-
day, Sept. 8, at Lite Professor
On the Park, 380 S. Main, north of
Ann Arbor Trail in Plymouth.

Pregnancy support available

Oakland Family Services, a social
work agency, offers pregnancy sup-

port services. A professlonal Is avail-
able for exploring the cholces for
permanency  Including | abartion,
adoption, or parenting. If you feel
the need for support or know some-

one who might benefit from covnsel-
ing durlng thelr pregnancy, contact
Oakland Family Services at its cen-
tra) locatlon in Pontiac, (313) 858-
7766. Other locatfons and services
are also avatlable.

OWLS pan for gold

The Older Women's League of
Michigan will go prospecting for
gold In the golden years at its blennl-
a) conference, secking a more ade-
quate retlrement Income, affordable
housing and expanded health care
coverage.

Employment discrimlnation, pay
caulty, social security reform, hous-
Ing, long-term care, and “rlzht to
dic" Issue will be addressed at the
conlfercnce In Kellogg Center, East

Lansing Friday and Saturday, Sept.
6-7. A distingulshed group of speak-
ers from and

1, Approximately 1,000 Polos
sorved in the Continantal Amy
during which war?

2. What prosidont, in his
spooch (o the Senato an Jan. 22,
1917, nué)ponad “a unitad,
indopnn ont and aulonomous

3.This Polish-American was
boen Patricla Androzewski but
hor rock and roll fans know her
as whom?

4 Cvuig Bodzlanowski gainad
ional ra: man In 1985 altor
hn lost his right log in a
motorcycla ncc!donl and
rosumod his caroar in what
profossion?

5.This actor was born Charlos
Buchinski.

6. Whaa Froderic Chopin, tho
hmuus 19th cantury compasar,

Prove your Polish trivia proweés

These quastions, from John M. Vranlak's The Polish Trivia
Book, will give you a chance to test your knowladge about the
poople, places and things of Poland.

—

dled, which of his organs was
sent 1o his native Poland for
burial? .

7.What Polish astronomar was
the first to discover that the Earth
and iis fallow planets revolve
arcund the sun?

8. This part Polish football
coach reportedly once told his

Iaywa In ks ﬁ:‘?mntwwh:
Lal 's say the Prayer and
got the hnll out of hare.”

9. Namo the Polish-Jowish
immigrant who was a makoy;
man in the early days of mation
Enlclums before becoming a well

own casmatics manufacturar.

10, As of 1987, how many
poaple of Polish ‘dascent live In
motropolitan Dolrolt?

2} 200,000
b} 800,000
¢} 1,500,000

body was
9) Max Factor. 10) 800,000,

Bnnnrnr dl,Boxmg 5} Charlos Brvnsan 6) linan Tha rost of his
uriod in Patis, 7) Nicolas Ccpnmu:us 8) Mike Ditka.

Wilson. 3} Pat

Hendersons wed 50 years

More than 300 guests attended the
50th wedding annlversary celebra-
tion of Velda and Wiltlam Henderson
on Aug. 18. The Farmington Hills
residents eame to Michigan on thelr
honeymoon and have lved here
since. The couple were married Sept.
28, 1841, in Ste. Genevicve, Mo. .

The Hendersons renewed thelr
vows In Berean Baptlst Church of
Livonla, Thelr sor, Pastor Dennis
Henderson, performed the ceremo-
ny. The couple's flve children and 17
grandchildren planned a memory-
fllled receptlon, held at the Karas
House of Redford.

One of their glits were a hand-
made quilt given to them by thelr
chlldren, Thelr davghter Karen
made her mother's dress, the flower
glrl's dress and the wedding cake,
just as her mother dld for her 27
years ago.

Just as they dld 50 years ago, Beu-
lah Henderson, the groom’s slster,
served as malgd of honer, and Gary
Roth was the best man. David Hen-
derson served as the ring-bearer and
Heather Careron was the flower glri.

Willaim and Velda Henderson

The next day, the two families
met for a reunion with relatives and
friends from throughout the U.S.

The couple’s children are Jerry
Henderson of Plymouth; Karen
Klaus of Phoenlx, Ariz; Ed Hender-
son of Livonia; Dennls Henderson of

Jamestown, Ohlo; and David Hen-
dnmn of Union Lake.

D.C. will present.

The $25 reglstration fee Includes
dinner and entertalnment Friday,
breakfast and lunch Saturday, all
workshops and materials. A Satur-
day-only rate Is $20. Rooms at the
Kellogg Center are $55 per night for
up to four pesons.

For more detalls, call OWL 566-
9537, or Virginla Nicoll, 474-3094,
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TINA-MARI

BE INCHES SLIMMER
RIGHT NOW WITH TUMMY SLIM

A special support band of superfitm olastic supports
and flattons tho tummy. The outer shell of nylon
Lycra ond spandox powornat 1ims and slims you to
o lovelior silhouotio. Muscular fatique and nagging
backacho are easod away...look betier, feol bettor,

S-M-L-XL-
2X-IX-4X-5X-6X

Southfleld Commans
Shopping Plazs

292987 Southllold Road
1 Biack N. of 12 Mile
557-716S

Remember Classified
With an Observer & Eccentric Classitied
ad...you'll make money hand over fist)

32350 Eight Mlle ™
Farmington Hills

477-7177

Friday & Saturday Night
Fot Your Dancing and Listening Enjoyment

—SPECIALS —
esda)  Prime RIb
Fresh Lake Perch
SEAFOOD RAW BAR

OKE
Wednesday & Thursday Nights
Entertainment

Early Booking
Discounts

GREAT PRICEB!
TOP DISCOUNTS!
SELECT DATES

O/)haa[ cgtua/wa

Presbyopia
If you're over 40, you've got it.

BUY UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BONDS

Oxfor
Corners
Special
Care Unit
is pleased
to offer

For Memory
Impaired Disorders

Special Introductory Rate
$55 per day for the first two
months stay. Applies to new
admissions scheduled through
Labor Day.

Day_Care Program
Services available beginning
August 1, 1991,

Wete created the Oxfont Carners
Special Care Uit with your
familys needs in mimd.

two ve
special
programs

Oxford Corners Special Care Uit provides . . .

W Specially-trained pemennel assisted by the
/\I/hvum TS Assuciation,

W Family participation in Care Planning/Family Support
Groups.
W Flexi
inchad

Y to accommaodate individual necds

g Respite Care.

M Specialized activity progeamming

W Comfortable surroundings designed tor the
therapeutic necds af residents incuding a2 new
courtyard area,

W Visual muodifications including the use ot selevtive
colors, vi I cues and piclures to create @
stimulating environment,

Fur info

atian and a private tour, please contact
Kathy |

elt at 661-1700

anh 2
Why VARILUX, not bifocals,
are the best answer to presbyopia.®

STOP IN AND SEE OUR
PROFESSIONALS FOR EXPERT SERVICE

NOW HEAR THIS 2-FOR-1 OFFER
<08 om Aot 4 tvough October 19. 81 feech
+ 7ay cnisa 1a Eastern Canbbesn parta of P

membet Wnea® anaciaions win apeciat Lars: Dobery Viaton (* Rock 14}
T 10, Tha Formster Sates (Cournty Westarn) on September 21 & 28
batad on double pocupancY

on Saptambae
* Prices pevw bo kow - Miring 1t 3723 50 pa pecaon

FREE AR
from Datror to M
n:‘.‘:-:‘.mm-nmmmmhm:-:muu.wm Meet N Grool” semce by @ ! 855-1 1 22 |

North America's Largest Crulse Vacation Center

(313) 960-SHIP or (800) 424-0294

Locatod in tho Beaumont Medical Bullding
6900 Orchard Lako Rd., Sulte 307, Wost Bloomfiold

Windemere is located at 6950 Farmington Road,
just south of Maple Road, in West Bloomfield.




