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Lawn is gallery for this versatile artist

By Loralne McClish
staff writer

NCE MICHAEL Thibodeau
made up his mind to be an

artist, he ran into the same

prablems many of his
counterparts have faced: He would
have to be his own salesman, promo-
tion man and agent.

And that consumed a good deal of
time he should have spent on the
business at hand, sitting down and
painting.

His biggest coup to date In the pro-
motion department came when he
responded to a request from “The
Dayna Show.” The hostess was look-
ing for voluntecrs who have trouble
committing themselves in personal
relationships and who were wllling
to talk about it.

“That was me,” Thibodeau said, 1
am 33 and can't find a wife. I can be
50 absorbed in what I'm dolng here 1
can llterally hole up for two months
and not sec anybody. I quallfied to be
g guest on her show and {t was the
perfect time to promote myself as
an artist."

The show aired simultanlously
with Thibodeau's third one man out-
door show and It was hla biggest suc-
cess lo date,

His first show was on his mother’s:
drivewny when the family lived In
Kendallwood Subdlvislon In Farm-
ington Hllls, Hls second was on the
parklng lot of a Royal Oak gallery.
The most recent, this summer, was
on hls own good-slzed lawn where he
llves In Farmington and where he
sold the bulk of the 100 pleces of
waork he had on display.

THIBODEAU s an extremely ver-

satile artist. His work ranges from
stark realism to impressiontsm. And
he docsn't restrict himself to palnt-
ing, he works as well with paper
sculpture. But’ with brush in hand,
his favorite meditm Is olls, though
he has ncver scttled on a favorite
style.

“1 Just kecp trying new and differ-
enll things and I llke them all,” he
zald.

He grew up ln Farmington Hills
and graduated from North Farming-
ton High Schoal where he studled ar-
chitecture, ‘but that dldn't allow
enough creativity to suit him. He lat-
er graduated from Ferrts State Col-
lege where he studled graphics,
which, lacking the staylng power
needed to hold him, gave him a very
short-llved career In New York.

Thibodeau is self-taught.

Getting a few of hls pieces into
gallerfes in Manhattan’s SoHo dls-
trict while working in the New York
Times Magazine's promotlons de-
partment encouraged him to stlek
with hls artlstic career. He deviated
brlefly from (he visual arts, though,
to play drums with a band called the
Plutonlans. “That flzxled out be-
cause of a personallty erisls. I'm still
writing songs, and I don’t think I'll
cver give up music altogether, but
the goal is to become a successful
ardlst,” he said.

The next step towards that end Is
to find a publisher to serigraph “Up
Fifth Avenue,” a reallstic plece he
calls his best to dale, and to get
ore of his work into local galleries.

His work can now be seen in
Posner Gallery on Northwestern
Highway in Farmington Hills.

He can be reached by calling 478-
7315,
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Father’s reaction frustrates

Q. My motber has all the symp-
toms of Alzbelmer's disease, She Is
also hearing Impaired. She has a
heariag aid bot refuses to wear it,
which compounds her problem. My
father denies that anything is wroog
with her, which canses extreme frus-
tratlon for our famlly members.
How can [ make my father under-
stand that In order for us to cope
with my mother’s demeatia, she has
to acknowledge that something s

. wrong and quit expecting everyone
to behave as If ber bebavior is ac-
ceplable? Me box arteriosclerosls
and Is not well elther.

A. What you and your family are
cxperiencing with your father is not
unusual. According to Margle Fuller,
program ceordinator and education
and tralning speclallst at the Al-
zheimer's Assoclatlon of Metropoll-

tan Detroit, your father’s reactlon to .

your mother's illness is typical.

Most spouses have a very difficult
time admitting and accepting that
their wifé or husband has a problem.
There is also (ear involved, and If it
is Alzhcimer’s, Fuller states that
spouses take a very long time to ad-
mit that it Is Alzheimer’s.
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mother has symptoms of Al
2heimer’s, but you do not say if lhum
has been a medical d 1

groups are offered, including an ori-
entation suppor( group that mects at
the office.

would recommend hat she recelve a
complete neurological examination
and psychological evaluation to rule
out the possibility that she may be
suffering from any other disorders
that resemble dementia,

ONCE THE diagnosis of probable
Alzheimer's 1s made, the Al-
zheimer's Association is there to
help you, your father and mother
and other famlly members ta cope
wlth the disease.

Fuller suggests that you and your
family call the Alzheimer's Associa-’
tlon. People there can provide you
with all types of litcrature con-
cerned with the disease and the
problems that the sufferer and thelr
family must face. Many support
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driver's license because driving cer-
tainly gives one a sense of independ-
ence and freedom. There are several
areas you may wish to explore.

For information on public 1rans.
portation, call the Detroit Departs
ment of Transportation, 933-1300, or
the Detroit Suburban Mobility Au-
thority for Regional Transportation
{SMART) at 256-8600 during normal
business hours. .

You may also wish to check with
your local senior center or local

The A ’s A will

wark with your father and your fam-
ily to help make the situation better
for a)) of you.

Call the Alzheimer’s Association
at 557-B277 weckdays, 9 a.m. ta §
p.m. There is a recording machine
that will answer after 5 p.m. and on
weekends. Calls will be ccturned the
next day.

Q. My doctor tells me I should ro
longer drive. } don't want to be stuck
in my house or dependent on others.
Is there apy public transportation 1
can caslly wse? Cabs are so expen-
sive,

A. It is very difficult to give up a

[ agencies. Many of them
offer free or reduced-rate transpor-
tation to older adults. |

Often your driver's license is also
an excellent form ‘of identilication.
1f you turn in your license at any
Secretary of State brahch office, you
will receive, {ree of charge to any-
one older than 65, an identification
card 1hat can be used in place of
your driver's license for identifica-
tion
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same of his paintings which represent various styles. He sold paints from

Qakland Famuly Services 1s a pri-
vate, non-profit, famnly mentsl
health agency operating currently
out of five branch offices tn Oukland
County. The central ofice is in Fon-
tiac at 114 Orchard Lake Road

‘The wide range of pregnancy-re-
lated services includes, bul is not
limited to, infertility counseling,
counseling refated to the chalces of
abortion, adoption or parenting, a le
censed adoption and foster care pro-
gram, and a birth companion ser-
vice.

Infertility Counseling: Couples
facing issues of infertility are en-
couraged to cxplore the emotional

chaices.

Birth Companlon Service: The
birth companion service offers a
thoroughly trained individual to pro-

Variety of family
services offered

aspects of this experience and therr

wue CaTIng. cuntinuous, non-edi-
cal. emouanal and physical support!
curng labor and delivery at the hos.

mitia)

The birth cumpamions have afl
completed prepared chitdbirth class-
es and at least 24 hours additiunal
ing in working with families
re closely supervised by thel
professional stail at OFS.

Muking Choices: Facing an un-
planned pregnancy can be one of
hfe's most bewildering experiences.
Along with an experienced coun
selor, an indwidual can sort out feel-
ings and arrive at a plan that is car-|
g, luving and thonghtful.

Adoption/Foster  Carc; At OFS|
this 15 an open process, which may)
include involvement in the selection
of the sduplive parents by the birth
parent and future correspondence.
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