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Painter wins award
“Infinite likenosses,” acrylic on canvas by Carl Angevine
of Warren, took second prize in the the Celebrate Michi-
gan Artists exhibition at Paint Creek Center for the Arts,
407 Ping, Aochester, through Sept. 20. This annual ovent,
Juried by Joseph DeLuca, draws entries from throughout
the state and presents an innovative, contemporary point
of view. Houre are 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.

Make No' Law, The Sullivan
Case and the First Amendment,
Anthony Lewis, Random House,
1991, 355 pgs.

New York Timea columnist Antho-
ny Lewis has writlen a thriller,

But unllke other popular authors
who pen fictlonal accounts of Saviet/
American or Arab/Israell confllet,
Lewis has authored a volume revolv-
Ing around the U.S. Supreme Court’s
historic decislon, New York Times
v. Sullivan, .

It's spelibinding and beticr yet the
true tale of how a common thread af
Constitutional thought has been
weaved together throughout the dec-
ades to arrive at one of the most lm-
portant free-speech  decislons  [n
American history.

The Sullivan declslon, which for
the first (ime brought libel under the
jurisdiction of the First Amendment,
began in March 1960 when the New
York Times ran a full-page ad-
vertlsement defending Marttn Lu-
ther King Jr. and the clvil rights
movement — and attacking “South-
ern violators of the Constltution.”

Montgomery, Ala,, cily commis-
stoner L.B. Sullivan, In charge of the
police, flre, cemetery and scales de-
partments, took exception to the ad-
vertisement. He maintained It -
beted him, even though he wasn't
mentioned.

The advertisement criticized the
action of Montgomery police for
thelr handling of civil rights protest-
ers on the state capitol steps.

THE CASE traveled through the
Alabama court system, with the

books

Steve
Barnaby

New York Times losing at every
turn, Traditionally, llbel law had
fallen under the jurisdiction of the
state governments.

‘The Times, although its 'Alabama
circulation numbered only In the
hundreds, was concerned that If Sul-
livan was successful, a chilling ef-
fect would inhibit newspapers from
informing rcaders of the civil rights
movement in the South,

So concerned was the newspaper
community that both the Chicago
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Free-speech sti‘uggle vividly told

Tribune and the Washington Post
fited briefs as friends of the court,
urging the U.S. Supreme Court re-
verse the Alabama judgment.

The Alabama court decisions
amounted to $3 milllon In penalties.
The Times was not only sued by Sul-
livan but also other state govern-
ment officlals, including the gover-
nor. Also named in the Sulllvan suit
were four black Alabama ministers
whose names appeared on the ad-
vertisement.

Lewis regales the reader with fas-
efnating background material, essen-
tial to the understanding of the Sulll-
van decision. He recalls the Sedition
Act of 1798, which made it a erime
to criticize the government, and

shows how [ts spirit was revived dur-

ing World War I to threaten free
speech,

THE MORE excitlng and dramat-

Fall sessions starting
at FAR Conservatory

The FAR Conscrvatory of Thera-
peutle and Performing Arts, 1669 W.
Maple, Birmingham (First Presbyte-
rian Church), is having reglstration
for lts {all semester 10 a.m.to 1 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 7.

The FAR Conservatory, in its 17th

- scason, Is an instructional center

1hat uses the creative and therapeu-
tic arts to serve children and adults
wllh physical. mental and emotional

impasrments. [t serves the tri-county
area.

Classes offered include musie/mu-
sic therapy, art/art therapy, move-
ment/dance therapy, gymnastlcs,
drama/drama therapy.

The fall sesslon begins the week of
Sept. 16 and concludes Jan. 31. For
Information, call the FAR offlce,
646-3347.
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e chapters deal with how the dis-,
senting oplnions of Justices Holmes
and Brandels, two dlsparate person-
alities, survived to become the law.

You'll struggle along with Herbert
Wechsler, who fashloned the Times’
winnlng strategy and who took his
nspomiblllly in an “intensely. pri-
vate wa, .

And you'll it on the edge of your
chalr as Justice William Breanan
scurries about the hallowed cham-
bers seeking a mafjority, only coming
vp with a unanlmous decislon after
writing elght different drafts. .

Lewls' book is Important because
It shows how public debate is rele-
vant to cveryone In America, not
just the medla.

As Brennan conciudes, “debate on
public issues should be unlhlbited,
robust and wide-open and that it
may well include vehement, caustic
and sometimes unpleasantly sharp
attacks on government and public
officlals.”

LEWIS CONCLUDES his book by
noting some of the developments
since Sulllvan, which disturb the pro-
cess of free speech.

“The modern way to silence criti-,
cism Is to price it out of existence
with protracted libel litigation,” said
Philadelphia Inquirer editor Eugene’
Roberts. .

This Is a book that will make you
think about America’s past and its
future, something important for ev-
eryone who values democracy.

Steve Barmaby is managing ed-
itor of the Observer & Eccentric
newspapers.
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CITY OF BLOOMRAELD HILLS! Four bedroom home on heawy

1andseaped 5 Hardwood Boors, bay windows. prvis pabos,
custom woodwork and SpAOOUS OO Pristee condbon and
oSO caban. §750.000 847-7100 RAL8ESAT

\Sﬂ.ﬂw GLY-83540
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FAY-A2615
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CLOISTERS ON THE LAKE. End ung fownhouse. WMMI\
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lower level. Lake, pool and terrws $197,500 647.7100 BOX-

BIRMINGHAM. At cortemporaty ho pst a fow DiXhs from
downiown 2-sfory ceings K areas pew biizhen and Itered dock
$579.900 B47.7100 1030 Forest § of Map'e W af Adarms

DIRMINGHAM SCHOOLS! Great Bevedy Hits Colonal win recen!

Updates. lamdy 100M. wet plaster comtructon and hardwood foors Cat
Tor more Getals Hurry' $148.500 647-7100 ARN-87080

MOVE 10 MAPLEWOQDS. And enpy ths wondechd lamiy
reghbortaoy Cortemporry with excefent fioor plan, extertuive a of
wnGows 47 G0WAS. $PACKUT 100 and dream kachen $308.000
8516900 ROE 83290

LATHAUP VILLAGE. Lovety home win boastfly mantaned yard
Lots of bving arsas, ng oo, tay foom and screened
porch Kichen inchades 2% appkances $105 000 B47-700 WIE 86423
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