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- When the sun sets on Lake Supe-
rior, you'll know where to find the
Rguests of the Blg Bay Point Light-
house. In the lower, high among the
blufls, 1 jolned In the show as the
glowing orange ball bld another
Bood night to the Upper Pealnsula
shoreline,

Leave summer
behind at state
fall festivals

1 had arvived just an hour before

* to find a plnk sheet of paper taped
to my bedroom door. Innkecpers
Buck and Marllyn Gotschall leave

these for all overnight gugsts, a .

tonguc-in-cheek description of du-
tles while staylng overnight. A but-
ton attached to the Instructlons dis-
tingutshed me as a Keeper's Help-

er,
I didn’t have to monltor weather '

‘The leaves are coming. .

In lwo weeks they will' begin
thelr crisp colorful descent across
the Upper Peninsula. By the end
of the-month they will cross the
Mackinac Bridge and begia to
staln the ground around Mackl-
naw City and Traverse City.

By mlid-October they will wrap
their gold and green glory around
Bay City and central Michigan,
moving on south like a freight .
train of autumn color untll they
reach us in mid-October.

You can’t stop them. Nature [s
in charge. They wlll roll down I- -

° 75 past Daytonrand Cinclnnati, |

. through the mountaliis of Kentue-
ky and Tennessee, painting the
warld wlith thelr color and mark-
ing our calendars with _ the
promise of winter Lo come.

For many of us, it is a favorite
time of year, a time of autumn
festivals and weekend getaways,
with the kids In school and the
heat of summer fadlng away.

You like festivals? Check out
the action thls weckend, Sept. 6-8,
at cither the dtichlgan Wine and

- Harvest Festival in Kalamazoo
and Paw Paw or the Michigan
Potato Festival lg Posen and Ed-
more. .

Or start at the western end of *
the UP. with the Sept. 14-15 Octo-
bertest In Copper Harbor, hit the
Ewen Log-Jam-Boree Sept. 27-28
and end up Oct. 11-12 at cither
the Pumpkintest in Bessemer or
the Octeberfest In Iron Mountain.

There's an Oct. 4-6 Red Flanne)
Festival In Cedar Springs and an
Oct. 11-13 Oktoberfest in Frank-
enmuth. Call toll-free (800) 5432-
YES for a booklet called Michl-
gan Fatl Secrets from the Michi-
gan Travel Burcau.

the innkeepers.
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. . .
Big Bay Lighthouse is the only privately owned and operated
lighthouse on the Great Lakes and the only one in the coun-
try where guests sleep right on the premises,.according to

... .The breakfast

. The homey,

conditions or replace a lamp fila-
ment, but I did feel, for a aight
anyway, that I gulded the mighty
Great Lakes freighters as the Blg
Bay beam traveled out over the
waves,

According to the innkeepers, Big

" Bay Lighthouse Is the only private-

ly owned and operated lighthouse
on the Great Lakes and the only
one in the country where guests
sleep right on the premises. The
Gotschalls bought the historic 1896
brick structure in 1986 and imme-
diately opencd it as an inn,

“Guests Ilke the mile of shore-
line,”" Buck sald. “Jt's rocky and
frngm' and good for rock-hound-
ng."

Buck ‘i3 a great kidder who
picked up tennls at age 50 and has
since whipped players half his age
In statewlide tournaments, He's also
an avid sallor and pilot with hls
own atrstrip and plane 100 fcet
from the front door. Marilyn,
meanwhile, s a world traveler,

wind can beat fiercely during a fall
gale, Our conversation turned to
Willlam Pryor,-the' original Big
Bay Point lighthouse keeper, who
died under mysterious . cireum-
stances in 1901 and whose ghost re-
portedly roams the bluffs.

“He whispers to me in the spring
to go fishing," Buck said. “I go, be-
cause I don't want a mad ghost
around, but Marilyn doesn't hear
him and she is getting suspiclous!”

The second-floor library leads to
a clrcular staircase and up to the
tower, 120 feet above the water,
where the light casts its beam. The
current lighting apparatus is con-
slderably smaller than the original
Fresnel lens, which is on'display in
the foghouse,

Buck notes that it came from

Paris with a Jist of 52 lightlng In-

structions.

Breakfast Is in two shifts , six
guests each, during busy summer
th

asa.
result, is ecspeclatly fascinating.
Stories about Italian vacatlons,
About the bear wha ran Into the

. woods with a trash can. About

Buck’s growlng-up years in the
same Indlana town where James
Dean llved:

Blg Bay Lighthouse has all the
warmth and ‘fricndliness you ex-
pect from a great bed and break-
fast, but it's not a luxury stay. Like
the craggy rocks on which It sits,

- the lighthouse is more than a little *

rough around the edges.,

During my vlsit, tools and books
were plled high on a stair landing.
cluttered common
rooms displayed posicards and T-
shirts for sale. Same corners need-
cd redecorallng, others a simple
stralghtening and dusting.

Six upstairs guest rooms, which
command 365 to $165 per night,
are sparscly’ decorated and com-
fortable, Some share bathrooms
down the hall. The Tower Room,
with tts dramatic view of the lake,
remains the most requested.

The guests gather after dark In
the first-floor living room, where
the great stone fireplace takes a
bite cut of the cold lake wind; the

, and. it e
healthy and homegrown, We start-
ed with a whipped frult drink of
peaches, pears, apples, red rasp-
berries and a touch of yogurt.
Homebaked muffins came. .next,
followed by dellclous yogurt/but-

termilk waffles. They serve white-

To the lighthouse at Big Bay Point

fish or brook trout In season.

The tnnkeepers suggest {and so
do 1) the 4% hour $25 tour of Big
Bay with friend and neighbor Jeif
Ten Eyck. He guldes the adventur-
ous Lo favorite spats, hopping
stone-to-stone over rushlng water
or scaling medlum-sized cliffs. Jeff
caters to any guest, including the
elderly or disabled, who wants to

Journey by van to hiklng sites and”

enjoy a trail lunch of U.P. pastles.

The innkecpers have blazed a
pleasant tral! that beglns as a tree-
lined path, then ends in meadows
along the Lake Superior bluffs, so
you can hike around the property.
Explore the town restaurants and
the spots made fambliar by "Anato-
my of a Murderer," the 1959 movic
which was flimed here and in near-
by Margueite.

For more Infermation, contact
Big Bay Point Lighthouse, No. 3
Lighthouse Road, Rig.Bay, Mich.,

49808;. (906) 345-9957. There's a.{.

two-day minlmum on the weekend.
During your second ' breakfast,
you'll be upgraded to Senior tlelp-
er, but your only real responsibili-
tles will B¢ to relax and enjoy one
of the country’s most unusual bed-
and-breakfast experiences,

It will tell you about the three

*Great Lakes circle tours posted
around lakes Mickigan, Huren'or
Superior. !

Explore the Agawa Canyn\l col- °

travel notes

or {rain out of Sault St. Marie,
Ontario, which leaves daily at 8
a.m. for the 230-mile trek north
into the autumn-leaf glory of
Agawa Canyon. .

Qr the Southern Michigan Rail-
road tralns that lecave cvery
weekend from  Clinton  and
Teeumseh to Raisin Centet, call
{517) 423-7230.

Or the BI
Chapter of the Naticnal Rallway
Historical Socicty, which runs a
pair of fall color tours by speclal
excurslon train that run from Bir-
mingham to the Thumb, a 200-
mile cirele, Oct, 19 and 20,

. Rlde a’cance or take one of the
fall coler tours offered Sepl. 29
through Oct 21 on the Au Sable
River Queen. Take a hot alr bal-
Yoon above. the trees at sunrise or
sunset from Capt. Phogg Baltoon
Rides in Fenton.

Did somcbody say cider mllls?
We've got a million of them,

® DESTINATJON USA

@ Washington, D.C.’s 200th birth-
day will be celebrated in grand style
on Pennsylvania Avenue from 11
a.m. 1o 6 p.m. Sunday and Monday
Oct. 13-14, Columbus Day Weckend,
when the city's first Taste-DC festl-
val Is held. A quarter million people
F peeted to atiend, with foods
“avallable from 30 of D.C.'s top res-
* taurants,

® The Chattancoga Choo-choo's
Golden Anniversary Special tour
feaves New York's Pennsylvania
Station and -whistle-stops ~ through
cight states belore arriving in Chat-
tanooga, Tenn. on Sept. 10.

The Choo-choo celebrates the 50th
anniversary of the well-known Glen
Miller recording and follows its
route. The number of seats has been
doubled from 200 te 400, so rales
have been reduced to $2,225 single
or $3,850 a couple.

s.are

tive cexhibits highlighting sigaificant
evenls and places jn the movement.
A laser beam traces the path of the
bullet shot from across Mulberry
Street.

® The Michinna Mennonlte Relief
Sale may not sound llke a world-
shaking event but quilt-lovers wait
for it all year. Tt takes places 6 a.m.
to mid-gfternoon Sept. 28 al the 41
Fairgrounds In Goshen, Ind.

‘The quilt auction is at 8 am,, an-
tique auctlon at 8:30 a.m. and the
new and used auctlon and ¢ am.
There's an open house 5 pm. to 9
p.m. Sept. 27 If you want to look at
what's coming up. Free admisslon
and parklng.

The sale Is a means of ralsing
funds for the Worldwide Relief Pro-
gram of the Mennonite Centrat Com-
mittee, now in its 72nd ycar. This is
the highlight event of the year in In-
diana Amish country.

starting with Adrlen and Armada
and ending with Ypsilanti, Check
the state book for addresses.

And if you'd rather hang out a
sign that reads -“gone {ishin',"
we've got a million fishing tour-
naments for you.

We like to think that nobody
else In the world has color like
Michigan's color, but you can fol-
low it down Interstate 75 to the
mountains north of Atlanta be-

fore It _begins to ade. Call Ken--

;] all line toll-free at
(800) 225-TRIP for color dates,

‘That's a great deal more than any-
body paid 50 years ago, but it in-
cludes air fare an Delta to New York
City and back from Chatianooga
plus hotels at cither end. H you think
that nothing could be finer than to be
én Carolina in the morning, call the

clarification

Chattanooga Convention and Visitars
Bureau at (615) 755-8687.

® The Natlonal Civil Rights Mu.
seum opens Labor Day weckend in
Memphis, Tenn., making i1 the first
civil rights museum In the country.
There are mixed reviews on this
10,000-square-foot museum built on

An incorrect area code for Infor-
mation on Shaker Village was print-
ed on the Obscrver & Eccentric
Travel page. The correct area code
and phone number s 606-734-5411,

The Napa Valley Wine Train route

late September to carly N“"'—"P"" the site of the Larraine Motel, where i 36 miles.
:::-m‘"m":: the color {*j"ﬁ* in the ) l,\‘(n&tllzvll,lsnst;cr King Jr. was killed on —
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PADI S Star Instrictor
Development Center

42295 Ann Arbor Ad.
Plymouth, Mi 48170
313-451-5430

3380 Washtonaw Ave.
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
.. 313-971.7770
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Start the day easy... It's sure to have some dramatic results.

Avon never

Begin with a leisurely breakfast in one of Stratford’s many fine hotels o cosy bad and breakfast inns, Browse
through unigue and intriguing shops. Strol) along the banks of the Avon river. Complete your day wath 2
deficious dinner and an evening of superh theatre. Is there any better way 10 spend g day? The Ciwy ot
Stratford and the Stratford Festival welcome you to the 1991 season of 14"splendid productions in our
.ﬂ_xnnm\i‘ljm}t playhouses - a choice as rich and varied as the charms of the city and sunounding cn)lllllrymxnlu‘

STRATFORD

FESTIVAL

AFRIL 29 10 NOVLMUER 10

For your FREE copy of the 1991 Strutford Visitor's Guide and performance schedule call 1-800-561-SWA
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