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Trashy thriller
is worthwhile

By John Monaghan
stall writar

“Defenseless” Is one of those flims
that could casily "get overlooked
among the end-of-the-summer leito~
vers, And it would be too bad, be-
cause this trashy little thriller
moves an audience through its twists
and turns with just enovgh style.

1L also proyldes Barbara Hershey
with her most' rewarding role in
years as T.K. Andrews, an attorney
who gets much too close ta her latest
case. The victim, It turns out, was
not only her client and lover, but
also coincidently the husband of her
college roommate.

Overly melodramatic and hokey?
You bet. But thls low-budget thriller
(made by New Visions Pictures and
distributed by New Linc and Seven
Arts) delivers on suspense: while
scriptwriter Jomes Hicks serves vp
quirky characters you don't find in
your typical Hollywood thriller.

T.K.. as It turns out, leads a pretty
cluttered life. Her offlce Is piled high
with Jawbooks, case files, and the oc-

casional hall-caten chicken sand-
tead of-a-Franklin-Pl

mavie studio which employed, ml-
nors, :

THE FATHER of a 14-year-old
starlet flips cut and starts stalking
all the principals in the case. He
bloodles sleazy dlrector Jack

Hammer and lops off the principal”

asset of porno actor Bull Dozer. He
apparently  got carried away by
stabblng Seldes 18 times.

“Defenseless” begins with a clever
twist. Instead of the usual opening
credits, we watch the first shots of
“Ball Busters,” tbe Jack Hammer
production about a cheerleader who
will do anything to win the big game.
For a moment you think you're in
the wrong theater. .

From here director Martin Camp-
bell eimploys a pretty straightfor-
ward visual style that occasionally
falls into the shadowy domain of
film noir. When he does toss in a
tricky shot, llke mouse-cye-view clo-
seups followlng high heels or charac-

‘Eleni’ thrives on sus

"~ Ip h¥ small rural Gréex village,

- Elent Gatzoylannis had been raised
according to tradition. She was o be
obedient and to know her place, For
probably the flrst time in her Wle,
Elenl says a resounding no when
Greek communlsts terrorize her vil-
lage in 1948 and demand that. the
mothers give up thelr chlldren for
the party. .

Before the Greek clvil war ended
in 1949, 28,000 Greek children had

" been taken from their famllles and

.

24 LeAnne Rogers

. pass the popcorn

et

turning to Greece and wanting to lo-
cate surviving participants from the
civil war,

shipped off for indoctrination in .

communlst countries llke Albania,
One of the children who escaped the
relocation was Elenl’s son and New
York Times reporter, Nick Gage,
whose book is the basls for “Eleni,”
2 1985 Peter Yates fllm.

Raised In America since he was 9,
the adult Gage has become Increas-
ingly ohsessed with the torture and
murder of his mather as the 30-ycar
statute of limitations allowed under
Greek law is ubout to run out.

Well played by John Malkovich,
Gage keeps a handgun in his desk

drawer and walts for a transfer to.
become bureau chlef in Athens. He ° ad:

clearly has his owd agenda for re-

ELENT'S STORY s told through

flashbacks of Gage's memories of
. his mother and accounts he is able to
plece together through his own in-
vestigations. Gage dbesn’t even re-
spond to small talk from a boyhood
friend he counects with in Athens.
He just keeps pushing for informa-
tlon about Eleni.

Played by Kate Nelligan, Elenl ts
a sturdy, unglamourous woman who
has been keeping her famlly togeth-
er without the help of her husband,
who has been bullding the family
fortune in America for nearly a dec-

e,
Elenl's world is a place where

SCREEN BCENE

tirewdod ls gathered, goats are herd-
¢d, and life Is qulet. 1t will just a
matter of Ume before her husband
gets enough money and a home to
bring hls family te joln him.

One of the ironles about Elenl's
situation is that she was totally non-
political. Early on she helps a local
comimunist running from the monar-
chist soldiers. That same man later
returns with the communist troops
to force her famlly from their home,
take all their food and put the local
residents into forced labor details
laying mines.

EIdh didn’t know or care about
politics. All she cared about was
keeping her family together and
from starving, at one paint stealing
the feedbag from a solider's horse

pense

for the gats, ™" * T TT T T

LINDA HUNT Is very good as.a
local woman whose communist xym-
pathies don't help bher when her
maternal lnstinets run contrary to
the communist parly goalt. After
falling to get the appropriate patri-
otic response to their call for volun-
teer children, the party man tries to
bribe the starving children with
fresh bread, ,

Malkovich's Gage Is a man haunt-
ed by the last glimpse he had of his
mother as she was marched away on

a work detail. After they had sald ™

thelr good-byes, Elent senses the boy

Is still watching and turns just be-’
fore she is out of sight for a final

wave. It's that small boy that Gage

remembers and helps fuel bls rage

that by simply surviving long

enough, his mother’s killers become

innocent men.

For a [ilm n which a large part of
the concluslon is known at the outsel,
“Eleni" stlll manages to_provide a
good deal of suspense. It's the ten-
sion of filling [n thc outline of what
we know with what Is revealed in
layers.,

DETROIT FiLM THEATRE, De-
trofl Institute of Arts, 5300 Wood-
ward, Detroit. Call B32-2730 for
more informatlon. ($5)

“My Father’s Glory” (France -
1990}, 7, 9:30 p.m. Sept. 6- 7,1, 4, 7
p.m. Scpt. B. The story of a young
boy growing up in the magnificent
of Provence Is based on

by strong light-

ters
ing, it works as a pleasant surprise.

M

she writes notes and phone numbers
“on litide scraps of paper. She keeps
*meaning to repaint her old convertt-
ble, but never seems to find the time.

Her love life isn't much cleaner.
She conslstently falls for the wrong
guys and this time picks a doozy
when she both defends and sieeps
with Stephen Scldes; a successful
businessman who rented a ware-
house building to a pornographic

RAWLS

Saturday, Sept 7
Hill Aud. 8 p.m.
CALL 9944801

- LOU- |

there's-a-great- study.
by Mary Beth Hurt as Scldes' wife, a
Southern belle who has kept her irri-
tatlngly sunny gisposition ever since
college. T.K. has always been a little
suspleious. “If anyone was that hap-
py, they'd die of hypeglycemla,” she
5ays. N
Sam Shepard, the ptaywright and

sometimes actor, doesn’t haye much

10 do as the investigating 9”1:&-.

—

NS ENTERTAINMENT

the of writer-director

Marcel Pagnol, whose seripts for

ean ‘de Florette” and “Manon of

(wo-part story (both directed by
Yves Robert) o be cantlnved In “My
Mother's Castle” in early October.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and

Middlebelt Roads, Livonla. Call 476-
1166 for infarmation. (Free) .

A Star Is Born" (USA - 1954), 10
am. Sept. 3. Judy Garland's carcer
was reborn with this remake of the
classic  Hollywood melodrama. A
young starlet soars to the top, while

-to_the bone when
- Dahmer case surfaced. Jodie Foster

musica) classic screens here as part
of a month-long tribute to leading Ja-
dies.

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,
22918 Woodward, Ferndale. Call
540-0660 for information. (§4)

“Silence of the Lambs” (USA -
1991). 8 p.m. Sept. 3. This year's
most talked-about thriller hit close
the Jeffrey

the-Springs™ brought-him-fame-long— her—matineeidol_busband_(James__plays.an FBItrainee who must inter-

after his death, This is the flrst of a

The Cutting Edge+88

Mason) hits the skids. The restored

Lecter in the hopes that he will help
catch a new serial killer. Directed by
Jonathan Demme. As part of an
eight-week “Twisted Film Serjes.”

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E.
Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 963-8690
for informatlon. (35, $3.50 students
and senlor cltizens.)

“Superstar: The Life and Times of
Andy Warhol” (USA - 1931). 715
p.m. Sept. 2. A documentary about
the popular Pop Artist.

view jailed “Hannibal the Cannibal
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FOOD'S IN BLOOM--
SEETASTE BUDS
Evary Monday in TASTE

Let us take you from your town to

“Our o

WT'1

We loved “Our Town” and we know you'll love it, 100,
1f you enter our “OUR TOWN" CONTEST, you will have an opportunity to vislt the

STRATFORD
FESTIVAL

‘ -9

EEaGes O Crogaosd Oy

classic ballet academy

Fall Registration

“adisapline unparalieled

in Ontario this autumn and see Thomton Wilder's timeless story of Grover's Comers.
" You could easlly be one of the twenty lucky Observer & Eccentric readers who will participate
in this one-day trip fof two to Stratford on Saturday, October 5, 1591. The trip includes travel

September 4th, 5th & 6th -

by bus, lunch at the famous Church Restaurant and, of course, two tickets to the matinee Open enroliment for 4-16 yr. olds: also- accepting adults
performance of “Our Town™ at the Avon Theatre. — 2 - e . e
To win, call 953-2030 from a Touch-Tone® telephone and answer the three questions . :

listed below. Be sure to leave your name, address, and daytime telephone humber.
I you give three corect answers, your name will then be gnlcrcd in our impartlal grawing for

- 1his exclting theater event.

T. What was the name of
the newspaper editor in
Grover's Corners?

1, Editor Walsh
2, Editor Webb

. * 3. Editor Wilkes

2. Grover's Corners Is a
typical 3mall town In
the carly 1900s. What
state is it in?

1. Michigan
2. New Hampshire,
. 3. California

3. In what year was the -
Stratford Festival's first
season?

1. 1953
2. 1900
3. 1985

-
RULES: You must bo 18 or oldor 10 entor
Conlast 13 rot opon o omployes of tamly

mombors of Suburban Communicatens Andrew Dolha as George Glbbs !,

Corparaton ' Przos a0 confofundabia and and Ann Baggley as Emily Webb L/
! {

“WINNERS WILL BE CHOSEN SEPTEMBER 20,1991 3526 Drake Rosd
I A - / West Bloomlicl

661-2430
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