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', 'ES, CHIEF Bill Dwyer, we 'do need some
< W " sort of an undercover police task force
to deal with these soscalled “carjack-

.mclrupolitinn area.

=260 vehicles taken at gunpoint and a_couple ‘of
Ssomething has to be done.

.., 1t’samazing to us that thii$ carjacking has gone
,'un so long and so many victims have piled up
before one of aur public officials fihally said,
.leven if not in so many words, “For God's sake,
“let's do something about it!”

-~ Call the task force STRESS, if you like, Mr.
“Police Chief. Call it anything you want (we, the
sfrightened ° citizens of metropolitan Detrolt,

o would call it RELIEFY),.but get it going now and

‘start making the bad guys suffer. That's your job.
' The carjacking crime wave has been cresting
{or about a menth now, and If you've not heard

-l abuul it, you must not be a reader of newspapers

Al |

or a watcher of TV news .11. 6and 11

Y. THE VICTIM' mlghl be pumping. gas, waltlng

in the drive-through line of a fast-food place, or
just stopped at a traffic signal. The bad guys
come along, stick a gun in the driver’s face and
take off with his car and cash, .

Of course, some drivers: resist (they probably
worked damn hard to earn the money for-that
car and -get 2 bit peeved when some scumbag
: drives off with it!) and are sometimes shot dead
[ or woubded for their brnvery

-"worst urban hell holes on Earth.
- Carjackings started in the city of Delroit and
'most of the incidents take ptace there. But, alas,
thc criminals of the '90s don't need King Cole-
“‘man to tell them to."hit the road..
Mile Road.” L
By its very nature, a crime’ involving autos
was bound te roll into Oakland County, and that

" .- ings" that have -been plagulng the -
¢ Thanks for suggmt[né that — with mord lhun.
“molorists shot.dead when they tried to'resist:— _

Crack down!
,Cops must stop carjacking

_ The lucky ones just lose their

-, cars. . .andare lefi to fend for .

themselves on foot in one of the
worst urban hell holes on Earth.

happened eventually, "An “armied “robbery/auto -
theft oecurred in Blopmilield Township Aug. 24,
and an attempted one took place on Northwest-
ern Highway in Farmington Hills last week.

IT WAS THE Northwestern Highway incident
which prompted Dwyers sugguuon nbout the
pollee task force. |

At a recent press confmnce ‘with !he lights
ablaze and the cameras rolling, the chief said he
wants a task force comprised of officers from
the suburban departments, Oakland County
Sherifi’s Department and the Michigan State Po-
lice.

Task force members would study crime pat-
terns and analyze evidence to determine which
sareas might be targeted by thieves. Offlcers
“would work-in plainclothes and a decoy program
could be established. The officers would pose as
potential viclims on the roadways.

“This could’ be & major deterent, if they
(thevw) believe’ these kinds of unlL\i nre out
" there,” Dwyer said.

Good ideas . . . but enough talk. It's tlme for
action. Whatever the' fallings of Dwyer’s plan, it's -
infinitely better than hearing some wimp-of a

Sad but true. Carjacking is a horrible crime,
but an even worse one is for authorities to sll
back in horror do nothing aboutit.

+ - hit Eight .. ... Come on, now. We, the law-abidlng citizens ol

metropolitan Detroit, certainly doii't deserve-to -
be terrorized by every plece of human trash that
can wield a gun or knlfe.

Recent cm]d abuse cases still ‘plague s, But '

« the rccogmlln that these cases require special
training-tor the judges involved is ngeded, along
.. with ways to lunhcr protect the victims of child
abuse. .
igan law, elear on

what constitut hysncal and sexual abuse of
children, Many cg nty prosecuting attorneys wllt
have one or several stalf members who special-

ize in child abuse cases. That has helped prosecu- -

Child abuse
‘Casemequmrmﬁlng, funds—

day care centers to schools."The check would
.turn up any felony, convictions or

Both parties to pander

to publlc with tax cuts

LAST WEEK brought Gov. John
Engler‘l plan to cut property tax
. for school operations by, 30
" over flve years and to limit ann
increases in assessments to 3 pel\
cent or Jess.

It's unclear how his plan (whlch
will cost more than $8 billlon in state
ﬁvmuc over flve years) would be

nded. What. would -replace the
schools’ lost property taxes?

This followed by, some weeks the’
D ie plan to cut
property taxes and pay for' It by

. repealing the capital acquisition de-

;;_,:mz‘_mgky_nm’.q ublic official say, “Well, lock your doors and -
.-left to fend for themselves on foot in one of the  roll up your windows. ngs do happen out |, |°, ductiomof-the singl
there.” : :

a whole raft-of industrial m abate-
ments, :

“It's unclear in this prval! what
would be used lo stimulate private
business investment or contribute to
Job growth in Michigan.
~-Both "political ~ partles - are-in-a-

. pandering Tush to cut taxes. Both

proposals are to be on the November
1992 ballet, suggesting both parties
are ‘more lnwmled in- campaign
rhetoric than in genulne tax rellef.

It sounds like deja vu all over

REMEMBER 1981, the early days
of the Reag:m Administration in

LW

come taxes were too high. And L'hcy
were.

Led by budget director Dave
Stockman, former Mlichlgan con-

.. convlctions that lnvoIve a sexual offense or child

abusc -

ANOTHER NEEDED change to the chlld pro—

, the pro-
;oscd ke largest aingle tax rate cut
in Amecrican history. Democrata

rushed to mhmlt Lhclr own cuts. -

Stockman himsell, later admitted
the néw tax hw guaranteed the Ilrg-
est growth In national deficita In
American history.

Two consequences;

Flirst, the federal governmml Bys-

tematically sloughed off responsibil-

ity for ali kinds of programs, from
educatlon to housing, onto'the states

" and local governments. Today’s re-

sull: Chronie, severe financial crisls
in states like Michigan and even a

" Gov. Engler have devised the same

strategy for Michlgan? Rush to com-
pctt wi\h Democrats in pandering to

city bankruplcy in port, they rea-
son, becnuse at day L] end no mone}
ECOND—EQUALL Y -important;—wil-be—tefi—t;
was the budgetary straftjacket into  ment, & -

which virtually all government pro-
grams were jammed.

Want to bulld bridges? Educate
poor kids? Provide another 13 weeks
of unemployment to workers lald off
- during" the recession? -No money.
Sorry.

Later it became clear that some
canny folk on the political right had
this outcome In mind all along. Théy

reasoned, correctly, that if the coun-
try could be thromy into a large and
persistent defleit through excessive
tax culs, there would be no money
left for activitles of government,
bath useful and not 50 useful.

.y achieve a  and those around him what they
(rcad my llps) modest tax increase  have in mind when Uic; wTutT——

and a bajanced budget was an agree-
ment between Congress .and the

.White Hoifiip+ that new spending

would have’ (o, be . lmmpanled by
fic lncruudmmuu\ .
Could some &leyer, I plc around

NO DOUBT Michlgan’s tax struc-
ture relies too heavily on the proper-
ty tax. No doubt a lot of state spend-
ing (s either wasted or ylelds dubjous

But does it foliow that nothing
done by government s useful2fAre .
_good schools a waste? Is job trainlng

“for our workefs tiseless? Should "

state colleges be ignored? Is it point-
less to clean our lakes und preserve
our woods?

Not at all. Ta ask these questlons
is to answer them.

People ought to ask the governor

state revenue by more than $1 hll:
lion a year for the next flve years.

Phit Power is chairmau of the
company that owns this newspa-
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodically.

tection law would require that police be cont.

ed If there [s an injury to a chlld that could be a
result of abuse. Police sce many cases where
children’s lnjurlcs are not recognized as ahusc

| tors more clicclively pursue such cases and Al

lowed them to work with the victim on a one-to-
one basis, rather than shuffle a child who.is,
already a victim from one official to another. *
penalties that reflecta crime whose victims are_

-sometimes too young even to speak; much less
know how to seck prolcclion

ALTHOUGH MANY judges have become fa-

.lmlmng needed to properly try such cases. Al-

] hough. is often thé best thera- .
! py for young abuse victims, judges need to un-
derstand.that questions must be phrased in a way
the chidd can understand, l

~Judges must also understand tha the court-
rooin is an’ Jintimidating place for a child facing
his alleged abuser, including the imposing figure
»of a-judge, sitting on high, dressed in black robes.
‘Some judges actually step down from the bench
to question the child in a less formal wny. setling
(the child at ease.

There are also some changes needed to current
Taws to help prevent the crime and determine if
abuse has taken place.

Stale Sen. Michael Bouchard has introduced a
bill that requires a criminal history check for
anyone employed in the child care field, from

HE CELEBRATION of our Constitution’s
bicentennial occurs in  momentous
times, With the human urge for frecdom
breaking out ail over the werld, repres-

sive governments are toppling as people reach
for those basic rights we, in this county, have
enjoyed for more than 200 years.

The Bill of Rights and d

The state’s child abusc: statute also provides .

“riliar with child abuse cases, they often lack the *

Urge for freedom topples
repressive governments

from our readers

But not all legisiative vemediés are gm oes:

* Bills that would require prosecutors to represent

“the Department of Social Services will not niake,
-Urying abuse cases easler ‘or serve.the vietlm,
Thcy will only encumber the preceedings: and
give DSS hureaucrals more swny in the courts.

fiPohce must
walk beats '

And the one aspect . of child abuse that gets
short shrift is prevention. The state should con-
tinue to put money into the child protection fund,
Taxpayers should support the fund by donating
when they turn in their Michigan tax return. That
money, goes to teaching kids and parents about.
preventing child abuse before the legal system
becomes involved. -

The Legistature also should do its part'in fund-
ing child abuse prevention.

. RECENT CHANGES In the law that address
child abuse have gone a long way toward bring-
ing’ understanding of an ugly crime into the
courtroom and giying abused children’rcal pro-
tection.

But Judges must be trained in the fine distinc-
tions of a body of crinie that can repeat itself if
the victims grow up to be the criminals.

For in the words of Elizabeth Barrett Brown-
ing, “The child’s sob In the sllence curses deeper
than the strong man In his wrath.”
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ANNIVERSARY ..

Bill of Rights

a political system (hat eficctively guarantees the
rights of the individual.

Vaclav Havel, president of C: in

To the editor:

In Steve Barnaby's recent artlcle,
“Fear Keeps Suburban Residents
Qut Of Clty,” he beglns, “Fear is a
devastating monster.” Fear is a ba-

sic human instinct as old as prehis- .

torie times. Self-preservation s not
such a bad instinct.

Of the 400 people surveyed, Bar-
naby states, *, ., , £3.9 percent were
less llkely to visit the city of Detroit

70 percent belleved we

necded better police protection in

Detrolt "

- H this survey.was conducted prior
to the widely publicized Fraedom *
Festival assults, T do not believe the

- statistics would - kave - been- much

tower. The city of Detroit does need

more beat-walking police olflcers.” ~

B When the Detroit” pallce make
nee-“visibly-and-Immedi—owned“-cata-are-fed-al-home-and ——

Lhelr
own 10 the cltizens and pa-

' lmm of these districts every day and

nlght. more will come lo the clty of

ln ol.ber ‘words, get “out of the

Manooglan manslon, get out of eoun-

cil chambers, get out of the squad

cars and walk down the sldewalks
1ike everyone else.

Jeffrey J. Thompson,

N Farmiagton 1ills

Fox: voice

One might also take note that

gencerally don't prey on hirds, They
do however chase mice and small
rats, which is thelr place in the food
chain,

1t should also be noled that allcats ™ -

bury thelr “waste.” Thus, outslde of
additional hcadaches and wasted
maney, the only outcome of such leg-
Islatlon would be to humlllate the
councll and residents of this other-
wlise fine community.

When in the course of operatlon a -
governing body finds It necessary to
leglslate the natural activities of
smal] hartnless pety, then it becomes
obyious that. the body in questlon
needs to seriously re-evaluate lts

loritles., "
ofreason . et Mark e,
re me gdnor ) . K Farmlngton Hills
‘Thank - yi Jean

l-‘ox for no( bdng “foollsh, foollsh,
:n;l;h" In regards to the proposed
eline legis]

The drug problem,
and crime are devastallng monsters.
These monsters are not caslly, I
ever, -slain In large urban areas,

However, I the city of Detroit wish."

e to tap Into the spendable suburban

" dollar, then it must make the busl.

ness cand entertajoment  districts
safer.

During the Freedom Festlval,
there were undoubtedly more police
officers on city streets than on any
other day. Regardicss assaults are
golng to occur during such 3 huge
gathering of people. In con to
that, how many beat-walking pblice
officers are on the streets in the en-

his address to Congress on Feb, 21, 1990, said:
“Wasn't 1t the best minds of your country . . .
who wrote your famous Declaration of Inde-

have made our constltutlonal system of govern-
ment a beacon to the rest of the world - espe-
cially cvidenced at this time in Eastern Europe
and the Soviet Unton — by providing a model for

your bill of human rights and your
Constitutlon? . . . Those great documents .
inspire us all; Lhcy inspire us desplte the fact that
they are over 200 years old. They inspire us to be
citizens.”

ter districts tonight?

Dick Isham general manager

Steve Barnaby managing edior
Judith Doner Berne assistant managing editor

I'd like to point out to the Farm-
Angton Hills City Council that the

prop: i

nothing toward eliminating the prob-
lems that are currently being
blamed en‘the felines.

Raccoons and other “wild” ani-®

mals that populate this arca are pri-
marily responsible for torn-up trash
bap and anlmsl “waste” on roof-

tops,

50 in order to appease the few
complaints that have beea received,
the council would have to enforce
some controla over these animals as
well, reglrdlm of the fact that they
are wild,

Opinlons are
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are besi
when shared with others,

Names will be withheld only
fdr the best of reasons, and
the decision 1o do s0 will bg
made by 1he editor,

Leiters should be mailed 10:
the cditor, The Farmington
Observer, 21898 Farmington
Road, Farmington 48336,
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