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Worries go to top of heap

By Sazah Welner Keidan
guest columnlat :

YOU ALL KNOW what a bride
- does on the day after her weddlng:
She goes on her honeymoon. But did
‘you ever constder what the mother
of the bride does? N
- This one spent her day in the pour-
Aing raln, walking up mounds of gar-
bage In the local landlill, looking for
the large envelope which contalned
all the envelopes with the wedding
glft money!
The Sunday evening wedding was
*a triumph. It was the cel of

a large bag so that when the bride
and greom stopped by for coctails
before leaving for the airport —
they spent thelr wedding night in a
local hotel — they would find every-
thing In ope place. All the gift boxes
were In carrybags when I reached
, for the large envelope.

It wasn't there!

* It wasn't anywhere! I searched the
house. My heart was raclag, I was
hyperventillating.

But I knew: I had tossed the enve-
lope into the trash, I called the town-
ship to get the name of the garbage

I called the

a very happy event In our family.

. Because the groom was concerned
about the safe keeping of any gifts
that might be tendered at the party,
Jarranged for a trusted person to be
to collect and take them back to the
‘house. "

ted all the envelopes Including the
marriage llcense, the wedding con-
tract and some other Incidentals into

the large one. While dolng so, I de- -

cided to clean out my “wedding
briefcase” and threw all no-longer-
needed lats and papers In the trash.

Monday is trash day In my nelgh-
borhood. .

THE TRASH COLLECTORS ar-
rived before 8 a.m. and took every-
thing 1 had left at the curb. I then
‘went to exercise class and kept some
olber appointments. I gat' home
about 1 p.m. in a heavy downpour
and decided to make some Junch.

The kltchen looked messy, though,
1 decided o consolldate the gifts inta

ite. following snorning I_consoll,__ fect_where_my. nelghborhood _toas

company lo get my route number
and the pame of the landfill. I called
the landilll. Thelr computerized sys-
tem indicated that my truck had
dumped at about 11 am,, and the
man on the phone lnformed me that
although he could tell me within 200

was, it was already buried under

about four feet of. additional gar-

bage. Lot

Could I come out and look, I asked.’
Sure he sald, but it would be Uke a

. mh{lllnn to one shot that 1'd find any.
thing. B

I THREW ON a black slicker rain-
coat and grabbed a shovel.

1 got Into my car and drove like a
manjac, in the rals, out the freeway
to the dump. It was. a harrowing
ride, but | got to the exit and
promptly found the landfill.

A young man in a plckup fruck
drove me to the site. The mud was
ankic-deep. He advised me not to
bother getting out of the truck be-

cause |t was dangerous and hopeless.
But I was compelled. After all, what-
would I tell the newlyweds?

Asd 30 I trudged to the top of the
garbage beap. I looked carefully and
found”. . . NOTHING!

Reluctantly I left the apot drove
toward home. On the way [ used the-
carphone to call the rabbi and the
county clerk’s offlce to begin the
task of replacing the documents. I
composed the letter to the guests.

By the time I got home it was
nearly 5 pm. I 2at in the kitchen
berelt, cold, exhausted.

Then I decided to call the bride
and groom to break the bad news be-
cause ] didn't wast them hearing this
inmy house at 6 pm.

THE GROOM ANSWERED. He
sounded happy. I asked him to sit

~down because I bad some bad news:

.. “T don’t think we had a break-In
Jthis“miorning, but- we did have a
amall disaster," I began. “The enve-
lope is mlssing. Today ls trash day In
the nelghborhood and , . . * :
“Say. no more,” sald the groom.
"We stopped by at noon and took it
They hada't thought to leave me a

Ibave decided that the nc;nlyweds
owe me a weekend at the King
g&nch Spa in Torento for my trou-

es.

Sarah Weiner Keidan is a West
Bloomfield resident and profes-
sor of political science at Qokland
Community College. -
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Nothing is short about

" HERE'S A dandy category for the
game show “Jeopardy.” Abbrevia-
tions.

NIMBY. That's casy — “not in my
back yard.” Holler “NIMBY" when
you don’t want a group home or in-
cinerator in the neighborhood,

ASAP. "As soon as possible.” Ev-
eryone in an office knows that pne.

RHIP. “Rank has Its privileges.”
Milltary veterans got that ASAP.

WYSI WYG, pronounced ''wiss;
wig.” Your computer-wise kids will
tell you it means “what you sce is
what you ger."

SLAPP. Wow, that's a new and
nasty one. But folks in growing com-
muntties had better learn it because
it's golng arourid the country. .

SLAPP_means “strategle lawsul

‘'what developers do when homeown-
ers, environmentalists and preserva-

tionists fight.too batd against tear-:-
. sprawl™ — the eating vp of corn-

Ing up God's ecosystem.

y3 ) .
T stumbled’acréss SLAPP in:th
June issue of Planning, a’ magazine "

agalnst public participatlon’ ~IU's years,

c

- Tim
& Richard

Rights? We're celebrating its 200th
annlversary.

Unlverslty of Denver researchers
have identifled 400 SLAPP lawsuits
around the country. New York, Cali-
fornia and Colorado have seen most
of these lawsuits, but they are
spreading.

‘OUR COMMUNITIES in Michigan
could sec strategic lawsuits agalnst
pu_b)lc participation in the next few

these lawsuit winners

You circulate pamphlets,

And you could get SLAPPed. It
bappened, Enos said, in Rye, N.Y., to
folks who wapled to protect the 18th
century home of Jobn Jay, the diplo-
mat ang chief justice. The developer
who wanted to build luxury homes
asked $30 milllon damages. :

NOW, FILING a lawsuit and win-]
ning it are two different things, -

“Developers are losing most
SLAPPs, Enos reports. Their law-
yers have found it difflcult to plerce
the people’s freedom of speech de--
fense. :

But we In the news business know
about these sults. They cost you
money to defend. They cost you
enorous’ amounts of Lime ta pre-;
pare a defense. You can't do your:
regular work while you're defendlng.

As I write, the

2 lawsulf designed toquiet'you .~
U

Council of Governments Is circulat-
ing its draft plan to curb -“urban

ficlds and lakeshores by developers
with no population growth to Justify
it, an of older clt-

you won't-{ind on the
shelves or chaln bookstores. Readers
are publle offictals who deal In land
use. The writer is Gary Enos, a New
York-based magazine reporter.
SLAPPs arc designed to have a
chilling efiect on falks who speak out
agalast developers' plans or petitlon
government for the of
gricvances. Some authoritles say
SLAPPS are a threat to freedom of
speech. Remember the Bill of

ies. There is strong. but not unani-

you win, but the suit:
takes so much starch out of you that®
you're never the same cmotionally.
You seek a new lioe of work. You
move. I've seen It happen. - :
~Vice Presldent Dan Quayle, him-*
self an ordalned lawyer desplte his C:
average, made a speech -to the
Bar A

tn which

mous, sef for ur-
ban sprawl.

Michigan Is ripe for SLAPP suits
because we have thousands of teeny-
tiny cities, villages and townships,
each thinking of itsclf. The nelghber-
ing community, onc block away,
wants to rezone for a billion-dollar
megamall. You scream. You orga-
nize protests. You hold meetlngs.

he sald the U.S, has too many law-
yers — .70 percent of the world's
supply — and too many lawsults.

The ABA members didn't. like
that. Many of them like to SLAPP
people around. .

Tim Richard reports regulasly:
on the locat implications of state-
and regional events. N

Give teachers power io make education work

© Q. Much bas been written lately
sbout empowering teachers. Don't
teachers have enough power with
—their-nntons-and-coutr -

think this new empowerment idea

makes sense, or s It just another .

fad?

A Empawermient is the latest edu-
catlonal buzz word. R
-..._Yet teacher.: rerment 18 not a

and par

-

. ADoyle -

new concept. Wendell Hough of
Wayne State University has been
_Infusing this_concept In numerous
schioo] districts in Michigan™ since
And it s effective.
Baslcally it is a collaborative ef-
fort that lnvolves bath teachers and

adminisiraiors in planning and Im- .

apeaker, returns all ex-

“clied, shioves @ supposedly new edu- —i'ﬁﬁlﬁﬁ'_idﬁciuﬁl—ch'nigi:

catlonal mode] down the throats of
teachers and reports to the board
how much teacherslike' lt” ™70 7

TEACHERS WILL Implement
such a top-down model but really
have nothing personally at stake to
sec the new educational concept or

a building lmp:
ment program.

It 18 far removed Yo e top——powerment-or-cotfaboration-between———SOM

down model. The top-di model is

program ks
The whole concept of teacher em-

ation and teachers hinges

where “centrat offlce™ goes to a con-

on certaln’ basic beliefs. Those be-

ferénce, becomes mesmerized by a  liefs have been articulated by Hough  ersare:
3

GET ON TRACK

THE BEST AND BIGGEST TRACK

hrased by this writer
They Included:
@ The more people are involved

Tprogram p! golz
have at stake to sec the program Is
successful, .

® An effective school district or
school bullding educational program
wlll result only when the potentlal of
all parties Is released and put inte
actlon,

® The weaker the princlpal the
more frighicned he Is of a teacher
empowerment model.

0 0l
office staff don't recognize that real
power comes from the teachers,

You lmply In your questlon that

~ teachers have enough power In their
contracts, Frankly, as a former
president of a teachers' organizatlon

who was part of the group that start-
ed negotiatlons in 1965, I consider
the contract a separate issue. Reali-
57 -

‘What is most interesting in all this
Is that the Michigan Education Asso-
ciation and now Jocal school districts
are consldering this new “teacher
empéwerment” concept. Yet Hough

has been doing 1t for more than 10

years. Maybe more educators should

start paylng more attention to the’
essor— 1

- Hewasrwas——

my doctoral degree adviser,

- James “Doc" Doyle, a former.
teacher/school administrator/
university instructor, is president
of Doyle and Associates, an edu-’
cational consulting firm,

occur when administration recogniz-
s that leachers behave the way they

do because it makes sense to them.

# Top administrators must be an

integral part as a facilitator -of
change. B -

® Teacher empowerment pro-
grams must provide for leadership
development. ;

E-OF-M Y-personal-observ

tions as one who believed In-lnvaiv-
ing and sharjng decislons with teach-

THIS FALL WITH

LIGHT SALE IN
“THE WORLD —
AT BROSE!

LE!

‘It's the FINAL 4 DAYS! Your last ¢
to sail in for real savings
on the furniture you’ve been
wanting all along!

The last good buys of summer on
everything from chintz Solas to cherry
desks. A sizzling setection of style that

endures. Detailed to ctassic perfoction
ata price you can afferd!

ance

—.ENDS"MONDAY!

10% OFF

TRAC & S
TRAC CQNNECTORS

our already 40-50%
e v ove o SAUE ATUCAST S8R ON-
M ::mhw-. ) SALE LASTS 10 DAYS ONLY! MAHOGANY - OAX + PINE - UPHOLSTERY

ACCESSORIES » ACCENT PIECES

Save 25% to 40% On Every Other
Manufacturer We Carry,
Including Special Orders.

" STOREWIDE SUMMER SALE
. ENDS MONDAY.

et (Gl

2600 N, Woodward Ave, .
Just South of Square Lake Rd. of Bloomfield Hills

Fine Furniture Since 1917

* Debossed visual polarity kne T -
}j}d JUNO lighting, inc.

{igNong Histares Do b rery Decot = Winng Supplies and LigM Rulbs
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ELECTRICAL

COMSTHUCTION NG

332-8348
Open Moa., Thurs., Fri. il 9 p.ea.
Tues., Wed.. Sat, il 5:
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Q740 W 7 MILL TIOAD
LIVOMIA, W1 ADLED » (312) 4542201

O, TUES , WED , $4T 9 30400
THORS, AL $ 208 00




