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‘Anniversary celebration
Ridgedale Players take nostalgic journey

By Keely Wygonik

elalf writer
HE RIDGEDALE Players
arc _celebrating thelr 60th
anpiversary with a sam-
pling of songs, dance, com-
edy and fashion from the 1930s
through the 1980s i a dlnner theater

time Ridgednlers Helen Stout, Genle
Garner and Dawn Hooper, “The Mu-
slc Goes "Round” Is being presented
6:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 6, Saturday,
Sept. 7, Frid
da 14,

e're dolng & medley of songs
from televislon shows and commer-
cials,” sald Garner. “We'll do the
Texaco song, ‘When the Moon Comes
Over the Mountain,’ the Howdy Doo-
dy song and Mickey Mouse Club.
Sorne of them are funny.”

Dinner wlll be served at 6:30 p.m.
with an B p.m. curtaln, Tickets for

for the dinner theater is llmited. Call
644-3328 for tickets.

“We've opened our scason for
about the past three ycars with a
musleal revue,” said Rldegedaler
Mark Carley. “It's become a tradi-
tlon."

CONTINUING IN thls spirit of
nostalgia, Rldgedale will open lts
regular season Nov. 1 with the come-

Ly . The sto-
ry features Abby and Martha Brew-
sier, two very sweet malden aunts
who can’t understand what's wreng
with sending lonely old men to their
eternat resting place with a nice
glass of polsoned elderberry wine,

Soctal Security, a modern comedy

Y,
ay, Sept. 13, and Satur-

the show and dinner are $20. Scatlng *

Patrick Barnard of Ferndale snd Renee Sanger of Troy dance -

up a storm In the Ridgedale Players' 80th annlversary revue,

“The Music Goes ‘Round.”

by Andrew Bergman about Sophle
Greengrass, a senlor citlzen who
shows her thirlysomethlng daughter
and son-in-law that’s she's capable of
taklng care of herself, opens Jan. 10,

The: musleal comedy “Working”
by Stephen Schwartz and Studs Terk-
el featuring memorable songs from
Schwartz, James Taylor and many
others, opens March 13, -

“Tho Uninvited,"” a classle ghost
story by Tim Kelly, on IhE
classic Ray -Milland film by the
same name, opens May 1. - -

Founded in 1931, Ridgedale’s flrst
home was build as a WPA project
under President Franklin Roose-
velt's New Deal. The old playhouse

on 10 Mlle Road In Oak Park served
the group for §2 years.

Originally organized as & private
group, Ridgedale staged productions
only for its members until 1935,
when they “went public” with thelr

."first production, "Remote Control.”

“WE'VE COME a long way since
then,” said Carley. “In the beglnning
we did one show a year. Now we do

e, Ind

foll scale musical.”
In 1983 Ridgedale 4aced its big-

gest challenge, They were evleted

from thelr longtime home by the I-

696 freeway expansion, The group

found a new theater at 205 W, Long

Laké Road In Troy, weat of Liver
nols, In a one-story cinder block
building that had been a church.
“The move was quite difflcult for
us at first,” sald Carley. “Every year
we have had to make some sort of

der to create a better theater and to
make the theater experience more
comfortable and enjoyable for our

improvement (o our property In or«

trons.”
Among the improvements are
widening the auditorium, ratsing the
stage and roof, redecorating the lob~
by and lounge area, paving the park-
ing lot and Installing air condition-

ing.

“We were Nery fortunate that
when we moved out here, much of
our south Oakland audience came
with us, said Carley. “'But ticket
sales fefl off as we tried to cstablish
ourselves in our new community.”

That's changed. Troy area rest-
dents now make up a majority of the
audience, and ticket sales are pick-
Ing up every year, said Carley.

*“Alter every production we have
an afterglow and serve sandwlches
and coffee to the audlence,” said Su-
san Masters, a Rldgedaler for over
39 years. "It's one thing we do that
no other theater group in the area
does. The people just love it. It's 2
nice way to spend the evening.”

The theater scats about 100 for
dinner theater, 180 for dramas and
165-170 for musicals. Tickets, with
the exception of the dinner theater,

THE GROUP hopes to attract
more members, especlally from the
Troy arca, They arc holding an open
-house 2.5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 8, at the
Ridgedale Playhouse.

‘Local singer to perform at eatery

§
Fonte D'Amore in Livonia treats
diners to “A Night In Europe,”
featuring performances from Broad-
way and Opera including “Phantom
of the Opera, Verdl and more,
- Wednesday nights beginning Scpt.

1
Kaye Rittinger, a dramatic sopra-
ne from = WIToT

don and Sister Rose Carmet Burgess.

Rittinger has been successful in
breaking the stercotype of Opera as
“stiff and uptlght,” as she personal-
lzes her performances by approach-
ing each table, and telllng a story
about every Opera or Broadway
show tune she performs.

N —aitrr n d

riman and Farmingten Roads in
July.

Fonte D'Amore specializes in
hememade breads and pastas, vea)
and seafood dishes. .

Reservations are required duc to
the limited capacity. Guests are
asked to make reservations between
§:30.p.m.-and 7 p.m. as the entertaln-

Bob Grimm and Sonia Milten of Rochester Hills clown around
in the “The Music Goes ‘Round.”

“You don't have to have acting ex-
perience,” said Masters, “For every
person on stage there’s eight or nine
back stage. There's a lot of camara-

group made up of the children of the
adult Ridgedale members. Members
learn how (o act and sing and pro-
duee a play from top to bettom. For

derje in the group, We draw mem- _information, call Ruth Van Sulli-
bers from all over the metropotltan  chem at 641 3

Detrolt arca. You make {riendships *
that last a lifetime.”
For membership tnformation, call
Kent Martini, 398-2725, °
Ridgedale also has a youth theater

This year's productlons include
Christmas with Santa, Dec. 7 and &
‘The Easter Show, April 4 and 5; and
Summer Play, June 19, 20, and 21.

—

table talk

Schoolcraft
College

f1 College’s American

Waterman Campus Center. The
college 15 at 18600 Haggerty Road,
between Six and Seven Mile Roads
in Livonta. - .

Marco’'s -

Marco's in The Village Com-
mois, Farminglon, is holding a
wine tasting. and fixed price dinner

Jolned by an alternating cast of pro-
fesslonals Including Scott Jensen, a
.....noled_bass/baritone_from_the Unl
versity of Michigan Opera. Accom-
paniment will be with Stanley Wal-

““brated 19 years [n the'same

Lina Del Signore’s hometown In the
center of Italy, Fontc D'Amore
(meaning "fountain of Jove™) cele-

32030 Plymouth Road, between Mer-

tocation;—and-dessert:-For-more-informatlon,

menlrbcglru at 7:30 p.m. Cosl is $25
and includes a speclal Opera Buffa
entree, antipastl, soup, salad, entree

call 422-0770.

‘Area resident stars in EMU musical

‘Meid over by popular demand,
Pamela Cardell of Westtand, takes
the stage and boards the Ark at the
Eastern Michigan Unlversity Span-

berg Theatre September 8, 7, 12, 13

and 14 In “Two by Two,” a light-

- hearted - Richard -Rodgers musical-

about Noah and the flood. . -
Cardell portrays = Noah's wife,
Esther. A senjor, Cardell Is majoring
In theater, and has performed in sev-
eral musicals at EMU.
~Two by Two," opened on Broad-
way in 1970 starring Danny Kaye as

“the 600-ycar-old--Noah." After suc-
cesslul ,cbllaboraliuip with Oscar
Hammerstein and "Lorenz  Hart,
Rodgers began looking to grand sub-
Jects, and famous stars for his plays.
That proved to be a winning com-
- bination for "Two by-Two," 3 musi- _
ca) verslon of Clifford Odet's “The
Filowering Peach,” a story that deals
with Noah and the flood, and covers
such contemporary themes as.the
generation gap, ccology,-iho. bomb,
family, faith and the future.
Tickets are $4 for the Thursday,

TuncheDinner #4ate Night Diniry o, Take Out
1515 EAST MAILE RD . TROY » (313)689-2332

Scpl. 12 performance, 38 for Friday,

-Sept. 6, and Scpt. 13; and Saturday,
Sept. 7 and Scpt. 4. Tickets for
EMU students are $6. . B

For reservations, and information,
call 467-1221.

Harvest Restaurant and Profes-
sor’s Pantry reopened for the fall
semester on Sept. 4: The restavrant

in the college’s award-winning culi-
nary arts program. Hours are noon
to 1:30 p.m., Tuesday-Thursday for
table side service, noon to 1:30 p.m.

recommended, call 462-4423. Pro-
tessor's Pantry olficers . fresh
“baked breads, pastrics, salads and
entrees 1o go. Hours are 11 a.m. o
3 p.m., Tuesday .through Friday.
The restaurant is in the College’s

-is staffed and.operated by. students

Friday for bufet. Reservations are |

i) & S pm T MonRRyT Ot Pt T tve-
Marty's Cookies ning begins with a tasting of ltalian
wines, cheeses, freshly baked
___On_Tuesday,_Sept._10,_Marty’s__breads, crackers.and {ruit 6:7.p.m._
Cookies, both the downtown Detroit  The kitchen and dining room staff
and Birmingham stores will domate  wilt be serving' a special Itallan
cookie proceeds to Detroit Orches-  fixed price dinner planned to com-
tra Hall. Jumbo cookics are priced  pliment the swines. Entree choloes
at about $1 each. Last year Marty's  include grilled swordlish with gar-
raised about $1,500. The steres are  lic"sauce, Filet Mignon with Gor-.
at One Kennedy Square,.¢orner of  ganzola, Chicken Breast Capricou-
Fort & Griswold, Detroit, and 316 sa, 7 veal Regonate. Cost per
East Maple Road,. between South ™ persoiitds $32. Sealing for dinner
Woodward & Hunter, in Birming-  will be by reservation only, cali
ham. £77-7777 by Wednesday, Sept. 11.
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725 S. Hunter » Birmingham

that spevial oceasion - Call for details.

642-6900

24366 Grand River
(3 blocks west of
Telegraph)
SPECILS
WWED. & SUN. S8 B YEATCAN SAMPLER -
MARGARITAS 39.9 5 MEXICAN SAMPLER |
\

D DRYETSEE | o2 7 LORTHO
.
AUTHENTIC MEXICAN CUISINE & DECOR;

S

& OPEN 7 DAYS
537-1450

Free Bangquet
Raoom Available

*Margaritas
*Mexican Reery

Rice

sl
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CELEBRATE
YOUR
HERITAGE

" WITH US!

. "'FREE
HERITAGE % % ADMISSION * %
«DAYS'91~ " o
September 6, 7, 8 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Historic Bishop Pari
On The Waterfront

o Waterside Perfornuinces Concerts
« Appfie Dre £ e Cevam Soaa

« Lovinng History Encaniprtents

« Cotmtial Dinner

Tohlee Bear Picaiy

ptre-Colortinl Theatrics
Iy

& Demansty,
« Trollew Rides

« Perad Clothing Castume Show
* Merdhant Heritage Days Sale
= Historis Home & Church Tours

» Art & Craft Exiebuts
tions

Information (313) 246-4520.

Public Invited To Attend
In Perlod Costumes
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