State won’t permit incinerator before vote

By Pat Murphy
slatf writer

News this week about Oakland's
proposed $500 million solld waste
program was bad and good, accord-
ing to county commissloners.

The bad newa is atate offlcials will
not give Qakland a permit for its
proposed {ncinerator in Auburn Hills
before. residents vote on financing
the program Nov. 5. .

‘The good news is the Detrojt Edi-
son Co. Is willlng to pay $20 miillon a
year for electricity generated by the’
controversial waste-to-energy Incin-
erator. . .If iU's ever operational.

The news was indeed a mixed bag,
with commlssloners not certaln
about which bit of information iz
more Important in the long run.

Not having an operating permit
puts commissioners in a posltion
they'd rather aot be in ~ asking vot-
ers to approve flnancing for the
waste program before they have a
permit to operate the incinerator
from the Michigan Air Potlution
Control Commission.

The commlssion can't issue the

permit untll the Mickigan Depart-

ment of Nafural Resources makes 3 -

OAKLAND APPLIED for its oper-
ating permlt ln December, 1989, and
corpmissioners scheduled the vote on
flnancing the solld waste program in
November, rather than August, hop-
ing It would approved by then.

Some commissioners even lnaisted
the vote should be canceled if ‘the
permit was not approved in time,
““There's no sense voting on an incin-
erator if we don't have a permit to
operate i, commissloner Lawrence
R. Pernick sald at that time.

When contacted Wednesday, Per-
nick scemed less certain. “1 want to
get more Information about why we
won't have the permit before I com-
ment,” sald the Southfield Demo-
erat.

Other commlssloners, however,
scemed commited to golng ahead
with the Nov. 5 vote — with the stip-
ulatlon that no incinerator weuld be
built without a state permit.

“I don't sce any way around it,”
said commissloner Denald E. Blsh-
op, R-Rochester Hills, “We have to
go ahead with the.vole ... we
should have vote on this a Jong time
ago.”

Bishop sald he opposes the Incin-

erator, He sald he hopes not having’

Tec on the
— explalned Ann Hobart, publiﬁ!llor-
matlon officer for the solid waste
program. E
And the DNR won't make a réc-
ommendation untll the state estab-«
lishes a policy on mercury emlsslans
~trom incinerators — something that
could take four months or longer.

the permit would prompt
his colleagues to agaln conslder a
measure backed by @ number of
commisstaners.

Blshop .favors. putting iwo ballot
proposals before voters. One would
authorize the sale of bonds for a
wasic program with an Incinerator.
The second would propose the sale of
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bonds for a program without the In-
cinerator. .
Putting two issues before the vot-
ers is something staunchly opposed
" by Commlasloner Roy Rewold, R-
Oakland Townshlp, and others who
Insist the incinerator would be a vi-
tal part of any comprehensive solid
waste program.
They 2ay not having an Incinerator
would force the county to bulld an

If vpters reject the Inclnerator in
November, Rewold and others say
the county should conslder discon-
tinulng its efforis to manage zolid
waste management and Jeave the
problein Lo Individual communitles,

Commlssloner Teresa Krause, D-°
Troy, said she belleves not having
the operating permit for the incln-
erator will not affect the outcome of
the Nov. 5 electlon. “Voters are
going (o refect the Inclnerator with

incinerator or landfilt in five years

or less, or without a permit,” she prediered.
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The contract with Detroit Edlson
was d| Tuesday during a
meeting ﬁ‘ the county board's Plan-
ningand Bulldlng Committee — and
greeted ns exceptionally good news.
“We're very pleased,” sald Com-
mlssloner Larry Crake, R-Water-
ford. “It means we'll get top dollar
for any elecirlcity generated by the
[neinerator.” .
The contract was okeyed by the
committee, but must also be ap-
proved by the entire board of com-

missioners.

It calls for Edlsen to pay 3.5 cents
per kilowait hour of electricity, &
price Crake sald would generate
about $20 milllon annually, or about
25 percent of the expected operating
costs,

As proposed, the Auburn Hilis in-
cinerator could burn up to 2,000 tons
of trash a day and generate epough
eleciricity to provide power to
60,000 homes each year, according
to Hobart,

Area residents confident on recall

By Pat Murphy

organizers In Lansing finlsh counting
stalt writor

and announce the results, possibly as
carly as late Wednesday.

Robert Alexander, state coordina-
tor of the reeall, was unavailable
Tuesday and Wednesday and did not
return phone calls. -

A recorded message,
said: “We're countlng signatures. 1f
we have 800,000, we'll file. 1f not,
'we'll extend one week.”

The original deadllne was Aug. 20,
when organizers ciuliaed to have al-
most enough signatures for the re-
call. But they extended the deadline
to Sept. 3 and called for one “big
pusi* to guarantee 800,000 signa-

Mary DesHarnals and ber husband
of Blrmingham say they collected
mote than 500 signatures on peti-
tions to recall Gov. John Engler aver
the weekend at the Michigan State
Fair. | ... ) :
Dorothy Habicht of the City of
Wayne says she collected about 300,
mostly from pecple enjoying the La-
bor Day weckend at Belle lsle.
“We're going to make it,” asserfed
Habicht, a single parent who sald she
previously- collected 2,000 slgna-
tures. . .

These are (wo examples of why
area residents worklng on the peti-
tion drive to oust Engler are-confi-
dent the“blg push” for signatures
over the last two weeks has been
successful and they have more than
the 641,141 needed to put a recall on
the ballot.

But they won't know for sure untll

[ |t5 Dottliome & |
Winintunes Wontl

tures.
* That 800,000 — more than 150,000
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more than the minlmum number
needed — is a goal Alexander and
others active In the recall Imposed
on themselves, The extras are need-
ed, they say, to make up for any sig-
natures that may be -invalidated
when the petitions are certifled by
the state board of canvasers,

The recall effort started In May as
2 reactlon to across-the-board budg-
et cuts that cut basle state services
and trimmed welfare benefits.

People like Mary M. Johnsion of
Farmington Hllls and Vie Taylor of
Livonia say they are active In the re-
cal) because the budget cuts reduce
Important state functions — ilke
protecting the environment — In ad-
ditlon to taking much-nceded assist-
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ance from the disadvantaged, lixe
the disabled and familics with chtls
-dren. .

State Republicans on Wednesday,
however, agaln declared the recall a
failure and insisted most residents
approve of Engler's budget-cutiing
policies. -

“This recall.thing was never the
mass movement the organlrers
made it out to be,” said Bryan Flood,
press secretary for the Michigan
GOP. “The majority of residents
voted Gov. Engler into office be-
cause he said he'd cut needlexs
‘spending. They tlke the fact that be's
living up to hls campalgn protnises.”
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