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By Busan Buck
staff writer

IGH SCHOQL cheerlead-

ers are too busy practlc.

Ing their moves to con-

cern  themselves with

the slory of the Texss mother con-

victed of trylng to hire a hit man to

kill the mother of her daughter’s rl-
val for a cheerleading squad,

Thal's the consensus of some
arca cheerleading coaches. -

While the coaches and their col-
lcagues have discussed the incident
In detall, the squad members ha-

—ven't:

‘When a girl becomes a
cheerleader, she must
remember classes sre
a priority.’
— Wendy Poelke
Farmington Harrison
chesrleader coach

cheerleaders, Cumming sald.
“We're not a competitive squad.
When they {(cheerleaders) are not
cheering or studylng, they have
Joba."

th

““There’s npt too much reactlon,”
said Mary Cumming, who's been
the head cheerleading coach for
Southfleld/Lathrup High School for
10 years. “They probably think the
concept is ridleulous.

“We're talking about cheerlead-
Ing,” she said. “This s not a career.
We lose perspecilve.

“This is a chlld we are talking

cheerleader stereotype,” Cummin,

tlona! Honor Soclety) people.”

IU's the worst day of Cummlog’s
ilfe when she posts the squads.
"F;vljngs are hurt. 1 bote 13, she
sald.

SOME PARENTS yell at Cumm-
ing. “Parenta can be nasty,” she
sald.

Cumming's varsity squad
cheered Sunday at the Sllverdome
during the Detroit Lions-Green Bay
Packers game.

All schools have cheerleading
tryouts; some schools compete
more than athers.

“I rely heavlly on comments and
recommendations of staff mem-
bers,” Cumming sald. “Stalf in the
bullding 1s very open. Ilook at kids
I canget along with and who can
get alang with cach other, who are
able to take criticlsm and who are
academically sound.”

Most don't go on to bé college

about.” We don't-have the. typical....
2ald. “These are NHS-quality (le- -

When- Texas_Ineld: [
curred, one of coach Wendy
Pgelke'nj Fncrﬁﬂn;wn Harrison

pped a
articlo and brought it in.

“'We joked about it," Poelke sald,
The coach playfully added (he
phrase: *Don’t get any [deas” next
to the clipping.

“If they don't make cheerlead-

death,” Poelke sald, —.

is with cheerleading, but it-could
happen with any other acuvity,
Poelke added, “When a git] be-
comen a cheerleader, she must re-
member classes are a priority.”
BECOMING A Harrison
cheerleader involves skill, four
teacher evaluations, leadership
qualitles, acter and splrit,
Poelke sald. -
Emotion sometimes oversha-
dowa reality when parents evalu-
ate abiilty, sald Poelke, who's
coached cheerleading for 10 years
at Harrison.
Last year, Harrison took first
place in Lhe league's cheer daoce
competition.
“Nene of my girls bave even
mentioned [t (the Incident)” sald
Victorla Peurach who's coached
h di at Bir h
Groves High school for two years.
I sce my girls every day and not
onc has brought it up. The girls are
really close.”

ing, It's Dot a matter of life or -

_ It just happens that this incident___

Wendy Poelke (right) works wilh Farmington Harrisol

of life or death.”

Previous to coaching at Groves,
Peurach coached cheerleading at
St, Bede school in Southileld,

Pcurach, a 1985 Groves gradu-
ate, also cheered for the schoo)
when she attended. Then more than

Cheerleaders aren’t -shaken

100 glrls tried out for the squad,
she said. That number has dropped
to about 70.
_ “They (Groves glrls) have differ-
ent Interests now.” Peurach said.
Cheerleading Is not one of the

by

n's cheerleaders, “If they don't make cheerleading, it's not a matter '

top notches on their list, Peurach
d

said.

She hold tryouts two limes a
year. Girls must be passing at least
half of thelr classes. A “C” average
was required when Peurach was a

hit-

mom|

JOHN DISCHER/atal photographer

cheerleader,

“Attitude is the strong thing”
Peurach sald. “They must be able
to perform under pressure,
Cheerleading is a sport. I have girls
who really work hard.”

-Schoolofficials-again raise skateboarding concern -

By Casey Hans
siatf wrlter

Farmington school officlala will
target speciflc arcas they say are
being damaged by skateboards and
single-bladed  street skates and,
again, ask for help from the cltles of
Farmington and Farmington HIlls in
enforeing the rules.

"It needs to be done,” said Don.
Cowan, director of bulding and stu-
dent services for the district. He said
the district simply wants the faclll-
Ues to be used as they were original-
1y intended, and is concerned about.
the district having to spend money to
repair them.

“Nobody's (rylng to usurp some-
body's playing area,” he added.

- School officials are most con-

tracks, which could be easily dam-
.aged, and tennis courts, which some
young people are using as a Roller-

blade hockey court. They are also

- concerned about damage to black-
topped play areas, and benches and
other ltems which are sometimes
used for skateboard jumps.

& At the district’s request request,
the Farmington City Council Intro-
duced an ordinance In August regu-
lating such actlvities and Included
school propertles, but Farmington
Hills City Council members did not
consider the  district’s request.

Farmington tabled any action at a
Sept. 3 meeting, awalling a more *

specifie request from the district
and ls trylng to cooperate with them.

COWAN SAID HE will, agaln, ap-
proach both citfes about the issve.

Although no major dollar damage
has been logged in school facllitles to

—cerned—about—revamped—school——date, Cowan.belleves L will I

continue. “Thls Is really more pre-
cautlonary pow,” he sald.

The skateboarding issue began
. \

when Debhle Cornwell — then Lon-
gacre Elementary PTA president
and-currently president of the Farm-
Inglon Area PTA Councll — valced
her concerns about damage and
safety issues to the Farmington Cily
Council. She said alder teens were
driving to the school and skateboard-
ing, causing some damage and driv-
Ing younger chlldren away.

The clty told her they could not en-
force anything on school grounds
without an ordtnance and a specific
fequest from the school district. The
district then requested such an ordl-
nance {rom both citfes. ’

Trustee Susan Renncls suggested
last week that the district parrow
the focus of Its request, even detail-
ing which tracks and schools,

“1 think we.shotld.revisit bow-we_—

want to define this,” she sald. “They
will go right down the draln If we
don't attempt 1o protect them.”

Official wants sdhools

to be in on library talks

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

Farmington Publle Schools trus-
tee James Abernethy has called for
the distrlct 1o take an active Interest
In"a possible merger of a Farming-
ton-Community Library and Oakland
Community College facillties.

Although aware the school district
already works closely with the Joeal
library system, Abernethy said he ls
interested in secing bow the school
district could get involved ln any
possible merger. He sald bringing all
the agencies togethed could be bene-
ficlal.

“I'm Interested in having people
monltor it (the situation),” he sald. 1

would like to see a helgl d dla-

ton C Library “on 12 Mile

logue.”

Ofilctals from the community 1l
brary - and OCC's Orchard Rldge
Campus in Farmington Hllls are ex-
ploring the merger of a new maln
Wbrary with a college library on the
campus south 1-96 between Farm-
ington and Orchard Lake roads, be-

cause of cramped quarters in the ~

38,000-square-foot maln tbrary on
12 Mile.

THE OCC LIBRAIY also nceds
work. Offlclals are awalting a con-
sultant's report which will detall
problems at that facllity’s library in
the heart of the campus.

A $14.5 million bond issue to bulld
a new maln hranch for the Farming-

near Halsted was defeated in 1989,
and officials have been looking at
other options since. Library director
Beverly Papai has sald the new li-
brary would requirc 80,000-squarc-
feet of space — more than double
what they have now, -
* Merglng the two libraries would
allow.sharing of book collections,™
Journal subscriptions and- technolo-
gy. officials of both institutlons sald.

Farmington school trustee Helen
Ditzhazy said she belleves the possi-
ble merger and district Involvement
“has some merit.”

Superintendent Michael Flanagan
sald he meets monthly with Orchard
Rldge president Dan Jaksen, and of-
fered to moniter the ongoing talks,

Three men arraigned in auto
chase and freeway shootings

By Sussn Buck
staff writer

in West Bloom{leld, police sald.
Just after midnight Tuesday, a

Three men were arraigned
Wednesday, two on felony charges,
in connection with an aute chase
punctuated with gunlre.

According to police, four men
were involved In a verbal dispute
outside a rap concert at Joe Louis
Arcna in downtown Detrolt carly
Tuesday.

Fi Hills police offlcer spot-
ted the two cars, a red Camaro and a
silver Buick, pursuing each other
north on Orchard Lake Road,

Two of the men — Michacl Terry
James, 18, of Detroit, the driver of
the Camaro and Harvey Eugene
Johnson, 24, of Poatlac, the passen-
ger In the Bulck — were arraigned
on the same seven felony charges

They took thele argument to De-  Wednesday afternoon before Judge
uvue.{ o ,um— camnl on 175 3 ffer in 47th District
to 1-696, then exiting on Orchard Court, Farmington.

Lake Road in Farmington Hills — JAMES' BOND was sct at $40,000,

chasing and shooting al each other
along the way befare being arrested

and Johnson's at $30,000. They both
face a pre-tria) examination 1:30

p.. Thursday, Sept. 1i.
Judge Schaeller.

The two men were charged with
two counts {clonious assault, one
count of concdllcd weapons, onc
count reckless discharge of firearms
and three counts of felony firearms.

A thlrd man, Detroiter Wallace
Wideman, 21, a passenger in the
Camaro, was charged with furnlsh-
ing false Informatlon, said Farming-
ton Hills Sgt. Charles Nebus. His
bond was sct al $2,000. As of Thurs
day, no pre-trial date was set.

The three are belng held in the
Oakland County Jail.

‘The fourth suspect way released,
Nebus sald.

before

SUPERINTENDENT Michacl
Flanagan sald he is disappointed the
issue has nat been resolved to date.

] don’t understand what the prob-.
letn is” he sald. "I'm concerned
about the buiidings and the money
we spend on our schools.”

Cawan‘said the district can cur-
tently call - pollee and complain
aboul trespassing and other prob-
lems. The problems arise, he sald,
after schoal hours and on days when
school Is not in session. Then, he

sald, there ls no one avallsble to con-
tact police.

Laws in both.citics would allow
police to come onto school property
and handle property damage and
other problems without a call from
the district.

Specific complaints have beea
logged at Longacre and Farmington
High Schoot, both in the city of
Farmingion, and also at Forest Ele-
mentary In Farmington Hills where
kids are playing roller hockey In a

parking lot filled with cars. N

Parent Joe Svoke sald he was con-
cerned that the skateboarding issue
had painted school officials as “bad
guys” which he said is not true.

Another parent, David York, sald
e felt if the district detatled lts spe-
cific needs to the cities, “T think it
(the problem) will take care ol it-
selt.™

Staff writer Susan Buck con-
ributed to this report

p
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