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GOP, Dems outline different strategies for 1992

By Pat Wurphy -
slatf writer .

After addresslng Oakland County
Republicans Thursday, the national
GOP chairman, Clayton Yeutter,
told nesesmen about his wish: He's
iike Lo see Tom Harkin, the populist
senator from Jowa, emerge as the
Democratle challenger to George
Bush in the 1992 presidential elec-
tlon.

He didn’t use the term “bull—."

But that was an oversite.

“] used It last night (talking to
Democrats 1. Wayne and Macomb
countles),” said U.S. Sen. Tom Har-
Kln. “I just dldn't use it today."

The plain-speaking Jowa Demo-
crat was referring to the expletive
be frequently uses to deseribe poli-
tles & . . especially as practiced by
. Republlcans, )

THE FORMER VIETNAM War
pllot shled away from the expletive
that has come to be somethlng of a
trademark Friday when talking to
Oakland Democrats. But he en-
haneed his image as a folksy man of
the people with quotes from and sto-
rles about other stralght-talkers. To

That wish may come true, accord-
ing to Harkin, who was also in Qak-
land County, last week.

“There are rumors that I';n golng
to be running for president,” Harkin
told a luncheon crowd Friday at the
Seventh Annual Soapy Willlams Golf
Classlc. “Those rumors are true.”

HARKIN DIDN'T formally an-
nounce his candidacy; that’s coming
Sept. 15. But Harkin clearly pointed

1o his battle plan for confronting
Bush, if, Indeed, he makes it through
the pext year’s primaries to win the
Democratic pomination.

Bush, however, bas a strategy of
his own, accordlng to Yeutter, who
on Thursday spoke at the Qakland
GOP's 15th Annual Garden Party
fund-raiser at a private residence In
Orchard Lake.

Yeulter, who served as the presl-
dent's’s Secretary of Agriculture pd-

, or o belng elected Republican chalr-

no ‘bull----’

mm:ally." Harkin quoted Roosevell o

as saying. “Now we know It's also
bad economics.” -

And whal did those in the audlence
say gbout Harkin?

"He's talking about baslc Demo-
cratic values,” sald McNabb
of West Bloomfield. “And he's talk-
ing about carrylng them fato the
19908 )

JEAN PROKOPOW, anolber West
‘Bloom{leld resident, said Harkin plo-
polnted Lhe key to future Democratic
success when he sald the party must
reach out to the 50 t of Ameri-
cans who did not vote for president
In 1988. “They've given up hope,”
she sald.

Barry L. Howard, who was an ac-
before becoming a

nd

wit:
© From Mark Twaln, for cxam- tive Democrat
ple, Harkin a response it

parap
to a highly favorable Introduction
from Democratic county chalrman
Donald Tucker. “You may go to
heaven for your generosity, provid-
Ing you don't go somewhere else for
your exaggeration.”

» On Soapy Williams and his bow
ties, Harkin cited a 1958 story saying
the former Michigan governor
swltched after dunking hls regular,
tie in the mushroom soup during a
formal dinner with Frank Murphy,
another former Michlgan gavernor.

® From Franklin Roosevelt, he
borrowed this ltem and sald it ap-
plies to the basie core of Republlcan
policles. “We know that greed is bad

Ronald Reagan.

“He charges up the faithfa), be bas
a definite message and he stresses
traditional values,” he sald.

Republlcan Les Greenwald said he
was impressed by Harkin the speak-
er. “But his politics scare me. Gov- *
ermment doesn’t have a pill for every
soclal HiL”

Greenwald was master of ceremo-
nies the night before tn Orchard
Lake when GOP patlonal chairman
Clayton Yeutter spoke at a Republl-
can fund raiser. Among other things,
Yeutter said he'd ke Harkin to chal-
lenge President Bush next year.

man in Japuary, promised a cam-
different from the one Bush

i

George Bush will run a campaign
based upon hls performance as pres-
ldent.”

James M. Alexander, Oakland
GOP chairman, explained the strate-
gy change (his way. “In 1988, Demo-
crats tried to deflne George Bush as
a wimp, 50 we ran a campalgn to de-
fine Mike Dukakis . .. and show
that he was saft on crime.

“THIS TIME wc're running a
campalgn that focuses on who
George Bush Is and what he has ac-
complished."

ran as a challenger in 1988. Yeutter.sald he expects New York
Yeutter sald Bush would conduct  Gov. Marie Cuomo to eventually be
en basedon  the tdenil

his performance as presldent, In-
stead of one designed to show bis op-
ponent's shortcomlings.

Asked If that means no more Wll-
lle Horton ads, Yeulter said; “The
psychology Is completely different.

date.

@ personal note, however,

On
Yeulter said he'd like to see Harkin '

as the Democratic challenger, pre-
sumably .because as a sell-pro-
claimed liberal, the Iowa Senator

1 candl- -

Manday, Septamber @, 1091 O4E

would be yulnerable.
The X 1 would

10)5A

falled, Harkin insisted. “Supply-side
and the trickle down the-

be “lhe worn out Great Socicty pro-
grams,” Yeutter said, the same pro-
grams Republicans have successful-
ly attacked.

In his talks to the party falthful,
bowever, Harkln said thelr only
chance of winning the presidency is,
a return to basics — and acting like

ToCTats.

“I've had it up 1o here with Demo-
erats runnlng as Republlcans,” he
said, referring to those within the
parly who say in the party must be-
come less lberal and more moder-
ate. -

REPUBLICAN POLICIES — par-
ticularily domestic policles — have

ory should be put on the scrap heap
of blstory along with (hat other
failed system . . . communlsm.

“Communism falled because it
was good to a few, Republican poli-
cies must fall because they too are
good for a very few. Democrats
must be for Main Street, not Wall
Street.”

Harkin promised to raise a ques-
tlon asked by Ronald Reagan in his
first presidential campalgn. “I'm
going to ask voters if they’re better
off," he said. Do they have better
joba? Do they have better schools? Is
health care better? ‘Arc-roads bet-
ter? ™
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+ AUBURN KITCHENS & BATHS
2042 Auburn Road .
Rochostar Hills
853-2773

+ CREATIVE KITCHENS & BATHS, INC.
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