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IN CONCERT

@ CHUTES AND LADDERS

Mooday, Sept. 8 — Chutles and Ladders
will perform at Croas Street Station, $11
W. Cross 5t, Ypsilanti. For Laformation,
call §85-3050.

@ PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
jonday, Sept. # — Paradise Valley
Shirley Hayden, will
lake place at Alvin's, 5758 Cass, across
Wayne State Unlversity, Detrolt. For in-
formation, call 832-2385. R
'

IYPERFORMANCE

. :Mooday, Sept. 9 — Hyperformance
will perform at Rick’s Cale, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. ‘For Information, call 996-
YA

& CHIBEL BROB.

Tucsday, Sept. 10 — Chisel Bros. will
perform at Alvin's, 5738 Cass, across
Wayne State Unsversity, Detroit. For ln-
rmation, call 832-2355.

@ CJ.CHENIER

Wednesday, Sept. 11 — CJ. Chenler
and the Red Hot Louistana Band will per.
form at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 998-8335.

@ SAMARITANS

Tharsday, Sept. 12 ~ Samaritans will
perform at Cross Street Statlon, 511 W.
Cross St.,, Ypsllanti. For informatien, call
425-5080.

® FIRBT LIGHT

Priday and Saturday, Sept. 13-4 —
First Light will perform at Rlck’s Cale,
811 Chwreb, Ann Arbor, For Information,
€31l $96-2747.

® LIBERTINES

Friday asd Saturday, Sept. 1314 — Li-
bertines will perform at 20th Century
Bar, 22759 Van Dyke, Warren, For Infor-
malion, call 757-9847, -

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

David Halley carries all the prop-
er credentials of Texas songwriter.

The Lubbock, Texas, native won
the 1979 New Folk award at the
Kerrville Folk Festival, watched
Kelth Whitley turn his ode to life —
“Hard Livin' ™ —~ lnta a Top-10 coun-
try hit. He's more than held bis own
working with the West Texas
songwriting brethern of Jimmie
Dale Gilmore and Butch Hancock.

Yet perhaps thls seems 3o super-
fluous when It actually comes (o an
artist aitaching his name and his
soul to his songs, them in

Success comes
slowly to Halley -

have stirred some emotion in those
who have written it."

HALLEY’S willingness to look be-
yond the boundaries of folk and
country may be the only thing Lo sep-
arate him from his Lone Star
songwriting compatriots. Otherwise,
his roots are simitar.

Halley used to slt in with Ely and
Hanceock, performing in thelr bands
and whittllng songs. One day, Hao-
cock stop) the session and told
Halley (o listen intently to the words
he was singing, feel them and under-
stand them. .

He wrote a serfes of acoustical-in-
splred numbers — most notably
“Rain Just Fajls.”” The song reveals "

) that has

his own voice for public inspection.
Halley finally has on “Stray Dog
Talk,” his debut release on Demon
Records.

The lrony is this: The album is
only readlly accessible in England.
Hailey has never even performed

ere.
“1 still fecl I haven't done it in the
Unlted States,” sald Hailey, ln a lald

r

. ® LUCKXYDOGS
Friday, Sept. 13 — Lucky Doy wilt
perform at Lili’s 21, 2930 Jacob, off Jos.
Campau, Hamlramck, For (nformation,
call 875-63%3, .
@ MIMIHARRIS AND THE 8NAXES
‘Friday, Sept. 13 — Miml Harris and
the Snakes will perférm-at Alvin's, 5756
. Cas, across Wayne State Univerlty, De-
* Ipgit: Por Information, call 832-2335~

@°ACOUSTIC MUBIC  °

“The Michigan Acoustic Music Allfance
will present the second “Mama'’s Calfee-
hopse™ 8-11:30 p.m. Friday, Sept. 13, at
the Blemningbam Unitarian Church, Lone
Pibe and Woodward. Mark David
Gagtlieb, Barb Barton, Mary McGulre,
Davld Folks and Hideka Mills are sched-
l¢d 10 perform. Admliaslon i §5. For in.
formation, call 795-1417,

@ CROWHAR HOTEL

Friday, Sept. 13 — Crowbar Hotel wil)
perform at Cross Steeet Station, 511 W.
Cross St., Ypsilantl. For Informatlion, call
485-5050,

® CHAOS CABARET NITE 2

Fridny, Sept. 13 — Swining Richards,
Mutant Preas and Alien In the Land of
Our Birth will pertorm as part of Chaca
Cabaret Nite 2 at Finney's Pub, 3965
Woodward Ave., Detroit. For informa-
tion, call 831-8070,

& DETROIT BLUES BAND

Friday, Sept. 13 ~ The Detroit Blues
Band will perform at Ted's Pub, 38 S.
Maln, Clawson. For Iaformation, call 435-
4755

© SUNMESSENGERS

Fridsy, Sepl. 13 — Sun Messengen
will perform at the Bind Pig, 208 S
First, Ann Atbor. For Information, call
9988535,

® BLIND DOG BLUES BAND

Friday, Sept. 13 — The Blind Dog
Bives Band will perform at Moby Dick's,
$452 Schacfer, Dearborn. For Informa-
tion, call SA}-3650,
® HAPPY AS CLAMS

Friday, Sept. 13 — Happy as Clams
wil} appear with Hope Orchestra at the
Hamirameck Pub, Canitf, one block cast
of 1.73. Foe information, call 365-383%

#® PAUL VORNHAQEN QUARTET

Friday and Satarday, Sept. 1314 —
Paul Vornhagen Quartet will perform at
Bird of Paradise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann A
b&. Cover ks $3. For information, call
6623310 =

® MOTOR CITY SHAKERS

Friday and Satarday, Sept. 1314 —
The Motor Clty Shakers wlil perform at
the Other End Lounge, 5855 Monroe. Tay-
13¢ For Information, cail 278-5340.

#7810 DAVE AND THE ULTRABONICS
* Saturday, Sept. 14 — Dig Dave and the
“Uhtrasonics will perform “at the Blind
Pig, 208 5. First, Ann Acbor. Fér Infor:
malion, cal) $96-8555.

@ CRACKERBOX

Saturday, Sept. 14 — Cracker Box will
petform at Cross Street Station, 311 W.
Croas §1,, ¥psilanti. For informatlon, call
4835050 .

® KiLciry

Saturday, Sept. 14 — Kl City will per-
form with The Skoundrels at Finney's
Pub,. 3985 Woodward Ave., Detroit. For
Enformatlon, call 331-2070.

. ® ALLAN HOLDSWORTH
~Satarday, Sept. 14 — Allan Holdsworth
wil} perform two shows 8 and 11 p.m. at
Alvin's, 5786 Cass, across from Wayne
State University, Detroit. Tickeu are
11250 In advance. For Informatlon, cal}
$0-MUSIC.

Toxas songwriter David Halley has attached Dog Talk,”

his nameo and his soul to his songs on “Stray Records.

‘Crazy:’ A film noir classic

..« A rainy night. A boy stands before

a gun shop window, admiring the
gicaming - weapons  just beyend
reach. Heaving a rock through the
glass, he snatches four or five pistols
and runs down the strect. He trips
and a gun goes sliding across tho wet
pavement in front of 3 pollceman.
The opening shots of “Gun Crazy,”
playing Tuesday at the Magic Bag
Theatre Cafe in Ferndale, only hint
at the trouble young Bart will get
into as an adult. When he mects up
with a femate counterpart, the lov-
ers take to the road “Bonnie and
Clyde” style in search of big money.
“Gun Crazy," made on a shoe-
string budget by Joseph H. Lewis in

1949, is a-rarely screened classic of .

the “film neir” cycle. The series of
stylized postwar crime and mystery
fifms reached s zenith with B-move
ics like "Gun Crazy.* .

‘When Bart {John Dall) meels Lau-
rie {Peggy Cummins) at'a camlval
sideshow, it's love at first sight. She's
an English-born sharpshooter, whose
batker boyfriend invites anyone in
the audicnce to test ber marksman-
ship. Bart, fresh from four years of
reform school and a stint in the
Army, takes the challenge.

BART WOULD scttle for a job

uns for h "\

but Lauric laughs at the $40 a week

he'll make. She wants big money,

fots of it, and talks Bart into a crime

spree that takes them across several
states. .

SCREEN SCENE

Y tickets please
"¥' John
__-__Monaghan

Two things make their story so
fascinatlng. First, the love angle.
From that first meeting at the carni~
val, ‘you know ‘they're mad about
each other.

“1 see the way you look at him,”
says the jilted boyfriend. “It scarcs
me. It's like you're a couple of wild
anlmals or samethlng.”

As lovers on the run, they can nev-
er look to others for help. All they
have is each other, and throughout
the twists and turns — and even
murder — they stay together, “like
guns and ammunltion,” according to
Bart. )

Add to that the amazing visual
style, Lewls packs the flim with unu-
sual shots, such as a bank robbery
filmed in one continuous take with
the camera mounted in the backseat
of a getaway car. In an Inspired bit
of improvisation, the director insist:
ed that the actors simply drive
toward the bank, not even knowlng If
a parking spot would be open.

W watch Bart, dressed [n cowboy
outfit, leave the car while she walts
behind the whee). A policeman
rounds the corner and pauses ln

tront of the bank. What will Laurle

do or say? She's as surprised by the

outcome as we are,

IT'S THI§ type of Identification
with the characters that makes “Gun
Crazy” more powerful than most
crime fllms. The binding of two mis-
fits, perhaps the two straightest
shooters In the country, offers con-
siderably more than “Bonnle and
Clyde,” who arc jolned solely by
thetr boredom with life.

Bart abhors kilfing. He tkes belng
the beat at something and that hap-
pens to be shooting guns.

You can evern understand Laurie, a
_manipulative femme fatale, whe
brings poignancyto her lines about
being kicked arcund so much that
now_she wants to kick back.

“In recEnt months, the Hlm has
played to packed houses in major
citles, spurted by the discovery of an
original release print and by direc-
tor Martin Scorsese, whose glowlng
appreclation piece n the New York
Times aptly hails “Gun Crazy” as “a
masterpiece.”

DETROIT FILM SOCIETY, De-
troit Public Library, 5201 Woodward
Ave.. Detroit. Call 833-2323 for in-
Tormation. ($4 Individual admisslan;
$25 series membership).

“0f Mice and Men” (USA — 1939)
and “State Fair” {USA — 1933}
sharc a double bill starting at 7 p.m.
Sept. §3-14. “Mice” is a superb adap-
tation of the John Steinbeck classie,
with Burgess Meredith as George
and Lon Chancy Jr. as’the mentally
retarded. Lennle, whose confusion
and uncontrollable strength get
them both into trouble. Lewis Mile-
stone directed. Followed by “State
Fair.” the original version of the
Philip Strong novel, starring wit
Rogers and Janet Gaynor. No Pat
Boone.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, De-
troit Institute of Arts, 5200 Wood-
ward Ave., Detroit. Call 8322730 for
morc informatlon. (§5)

“Love Without Plty"(France -—
1990), 7 and 9:30 p.m. Sept. 13-14 and
5 and 7 p.m. Sept. 15. Director Eric
Hochant has absorbed the free-
wheeling visions of French New
Wave classics into his own stary of a
perpetyal dropout named “Hippo,”

whose primary interests are sleep-
ing late and prowling the streets of
contemporary Paris In scarch of
women.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middcbelt roads, Livonla. Calt 476-
1166 for informatlon. {free}

“Whatever Happened to Baby
Jane?™ (USA — 1962), 10 a.m. Sept.
10, Bette Davis lends a chilling per-
formance as a former child star who
lives in an old Hollywood manslon
where she torments her crippled sls-
ter (Joan Crawford). This great
Grand Gulgnol horror story plays
even better when you knaw about be-
hind-the-scene catflghts between the
two stars. Robert Aldrich directed.

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE,
22918 Woodward Ave, Ferndale.
Catl 540-0660 for information. ($4}

-

»Gun Crazy" (USA ~ 1949}, 8 p.m.
*Scpt. 10, Carnival sharpshoolers turn
Bonnic and Clyde in this rarcly seen
“film noir" entry from Joseph H.
Lewis. As part of an clght-week
“Twisted Film Series.”

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E.

Liberty, Ann Arbor. Call 963-8690
for information. ($5. $3.50 students
and senlor citizens.)

“Paris Is Burning” (USA — 1991),
through Sept. 20 (call for show
tmes). A documentary iook at gay
black and hlspanic men who com-
pete in Harlem drag ball. First-time
director Jenny Livingston spent
three years filming the often gruel-
ing competition of “yogueing.”
which combines dance with gymnas-
tics and fashion poses.

“The - Cabinet of Dr. Caligari”
(Germany — 1919), 7 pm. Sept. 10-
11, Robert Weine directed this influ-
ential German Expressionist silent
about the evil Dr. Caligari who in-
structs his slecpwalking sfave (Con-
rad Veidt) to comemit murder.

“Cyrano de Bergerac™ (France —
8:50 p.m. Sept. 12 and 6:30
*poi Sept. 13 Gerard DePardicu
wonderfully plays the 17th-century
poct and ‘swordsman who can face

any man armed with only his rapler .

wit but turns to mush around the
woman he Joves. DePardicu barely
needed makeup to portray the large:
scnozzed hero.

— John M h

back tone that belies the angst of
non-accomplishment. “In the Unlted
States where I play a lot, it's bard o

get. I can't even get it

A journalist took some of Halley's

demos to England and played them
for Andy Childs of Brentford-based
Demon Records:

Childs llktd.!{ailcy'l music 30

much he wanted to release the tapes

his —debul 7élesss onDemon——immediately-asa0ER. B, 5
ley had a few more songs to add to
make “Stray Dog Talk” an LP.

THOSE WHO are holding Halley's
flrst release In their bave
found somethlng of a Texas treasure,
borne of both the seemingly incon-
gruent mix of passlon and under-
statement.

His songs bear a rich, sort of time-
1ess melancholy Lhat aches but never
spirals downward into mindless cyn-
Icism or vapid anger. He writes good
songs.

More importantly, one gets the.

ympression Halley belicves n a good
song — no matter where the source.

The album offers a breadth of folk
and country stylings. Most stay with-
in the Texas tradition with a few no-
table exceptions such as “Dream
Life" whose smoky saxophone gives
the number a surreal jazz feel.

Stll), Halley is the type who would
Just as soon spend a night o an Aus-
Un bar, watchlng a young rock’n'roll
band mangle the craft if it produces
the seed of a decent number.

1n fact, Halley mentions he'll be
producing tracks for an upstart rock
outfit in Austin, the Picket Line Coy-
cttes.

“1t {a good song) can be all kibds
of things. Sometimes [t can be just
the music. Usuaily, it's got to stir
same type of emotion and it has to

the

the become ballmark of Texas
songwriters: “But it ain't on your ac-
count-I'm leaving if I'm leaviog/
Rain don't fall for the flower if it's
falling/Rain just falls.”

In those times, Halley spent his
time as an on-call session player.
The royaltles from Keith Whitley
doing “Hard Livin' " allowed him to
explore other passibilitles.

He was a band leader for Jimmie’
Dale Gllmore and {ronted a progres-
sive country-rock outfit called Ro-
deo Actlve in the early ‘80s. The.
band lasted two years, its “‘country-
with-an-attitude” stance well before
its time. )

“WE HAD A lot of fun with It. No
one In the band besldes me could re-
ally believe in the feasibility of it.”

ually-the-ox
the formation of the David Halley

nd.

Through his collaborations with
ex-Dwight Yoakam bassist J.D. Fos-
ter has also helped Halley meld his
country-foik-rock sensibitities Into a”~
balanced form. Foster produced
“Stray Dog Talk,” in which he per-
forms on bass, gultar, mandoiin and
percussion and does back-up vocals.

‘The jump start swagger of the Ro-
deocactive days cab be seen in buoy-
ant numbers such as “Live and
Le .m” and “Opportunity Knocking"”
and to a lesser degree, “Tonight” 1f
anything, they seem (o symbolize
Halley's autenomy fram traditional
sparse songwriting style espoused by-
the West Texas crowd.

“1 bad written a couple of songs.
Jimmie and Butch's sensibllities re-
ally formed a lot of that early stulf.
These days, it's less that way. I have
more confidence ln my sensibilites.”

Datid Halley performs as port
of the La Casa Fotk Music Serics
& p.m. Friday, Sept. 20, ot Bir-
mingham Unitarian Church, 651
N. Woodward Ave., Bloomficld
Hills. Tickets are 310, Also per-
forming will be Tom Pacheco,
Richard Dobson and State of
Heart and Katy Moffart, For in-
Jformation, call 540-9031.
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to miss our Fall Lobster Feast.
$12.95

For this low price, yonncan treat sourselt
2o~ ol whote tresh Narth Atktic Tabster along

getible, potaa and hread .
Weve als got great prices on Glitorau
wines to complement your labster mea)

This offer is aviilable trom Seplembor = o
December 30 only So cama inausd enjoy amual
where, unlike the entede, you won't go into the red

wonn ANarrott.

17100 Laurek Park De.. Livonia, M1 48152 » {313) 462-3100
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