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Harrison routs Rice

in grid opener, 32-0

By Dan O'Meara
staff writer

Nobody would have ever thought
mercy substitutions would be part of

a first-time meeting belween foot-

ball powers Farmington Hills Harrl-

son and Birmiogham Brother Rlce. .

But that was how the much-hyped
—-contest-ended-Saturday-night-in-the
Sllverdome as Harrison rolled over
the Warriors 32-0 In the Prep
Kickoff Classic.

The game matched two of the
state's most (radition-rich teams,
each led by a legendary coach and
cach kaving won four state champl-
* onships.

—was-a-state-champl

“It's a big win for our program,
but we have to remember it's just
one game, Harrison coach John
Herrington said, “There are some
years they'ro golng to whip our butts
and some years we're going to whip
thelrs.

“But I admire the Rice program.
Our kids were playing this ilke it
onshlp,-and-Ri
has to face that every week."

HARRISON'S ROY Granger made
his first start at tallback and re-
sponded with 195 yards and four
touchdowns on 28 carzies,

The S5-foot-8, 155-pound  semior
scored on runs of 5, 2 and 84 yards in

the first balf, and the Hawks led 16-0
at halftime. Granger dashed 64
yards agaln in the fourth quarter to
Tinlsh the scoring with 7:20 remaln-*

ing.

“1 think our {ront line did it for
us,” Granger sald, “Before I could
get hit at the line, they had already
moved them back five yards.

linemen) to dinner. I thought we
were gooling areund, but they were
taking it seriously.”

Harrison got an emotlonal fUft ear-
1y, Herrington sald, when the Hawks
took the apenlng kickolf at their 47-
yard line and drove for a TD in 10
plays, includlog scven runs by
Granger.

“When you're playing Rlce, you
never know 1f you can move the ball
or not,” Herrington sald. “But we
found out we could move it, and it
gave them a lot of confidence.”
Granger finlshed an 11-play, 71-
yard drlve carly in the second quar-
ter and all but shut the door on Rice-
wlth his 64-yard sprint, which came
on first down after Harrison stopped
the Warrlors on downs at the Harrl-
son 36.

THE HAWKS were just as impres-

ce . “Now.] have to take (the offensive

Rice quarterback Steve Merchant lost his hel-
met upon Impact with Harrison tinebacker

LEE A. EKSTROM/Batt photographer
Mike Pesci {32). Merchant, who gained 3 yards

on his only Intended carry, was not hurt.

sive on defense, holding Rice to 17
yards rushing. Scan Johnson was
Rice’s leading rusher with 18 yards
while Marcus Harvey was held to §
yards on 14 carrles:.,

“We knew from watching the

—scrimmage; he'sadateral Tunnerand — - Hawks leadlag 12+

fikes to hit the seams,” Herrington
sald. “We wanted to sllde with him
and hope we could contaln him. But
that's coaching talk. Either the kids

Roy Granger prances into the end zono for one of his four

touchdowns Saturday night.

LEE A, EXSTROM/statf pholographor

tackle him or they don’t.”

‘The Warrlors had better suceess in
the alr, though quarterback Steve
Marchant was constantly harassed.
Harrlson came up with big plays and

North Farmington played a good

Pontlac Northern, 21-14.

game against a top-notch football y ”
team Friday, but the Ralders came Our kids aren lgolng
up short in the season opener at to put their heads

Darcen Talley's 4-run yard touch-
down run with 1:14 to play in the

19-14 lead, and they added a two-
polnt converslon.

Talley rushed for 79 yards on 18
carrles, scored two TDs, intercept-
ed two passes and relurned a punt
50 yards to set up the winnlng
score,

“"We had him boxed In a couple
times, and he made a great Indivld-
ual effort every time,” North coach
Jim O'Leary said. “He's one of the
best bhcks I've ever seen, He does
it all — and he’s a power runner,
too.”"

North scored first on Todd An-
derson's 17-yard run in the flrst
quarter, capping a four-play, 76-
yard drive. Adam Chalmers klcked
the first of two extra polnts,

Talley, a S5-foot-11, 18%-pound
junjor, dashed 18 yards for North-
ern, and the PAT kick forced a 7.7
halftime tie,

‘The Raiders needed three plays:
to caver 45 yards and take a 14-7
lead on Mark Temple's #4-yard
pass to Mike Jehle at 9:04 in the
third quarter.

fourth quarter gave the Huskies a *

down, They know they = - 1ea

went against a good
ball team and played
them even up.’
— Jim O'Leary
North football coach

Tom Herrlng ran 37 yards for
another Northern score with 1:30
left fn the quarter, but a missed ex-
tra-point kick preserved a 14-13
Iead for North. X

“In 'my cstimatlon, this is the
best team we'll see all year,”
O'Leary sald. “We led for 47 min-
utes. Our kids aren't golng to put
their heads down. They know they
went against 2 ‘good ball team and
played them even up.™

Temple was 3.0(-10 passing for
* 48 yards, Anderson galned 83 yards

* on 16 rushes, Jon Sturtx 35 on four.
North had 150 rushing yards and
198 tata), the Huskies 144 and 206,
respectively. -

W.BLOOMFIELD 20, FARM-
INGTON 8: The host Lakers scored
in cach of the first three quarters

. defenslve pass Interference penalty

Raiders battle but lose

In the season opener for both teams
Friday, but West Bloomllcld coach
Joe Brandell gave his defense the
credit for his team’s 14-0 halftime

d.

““The defense bad an outstanding
tirst half," he satd. “The defense
really shut them down.”

Greg Perry opened the scoring
with a 38-yard run, and Neil Graz-
ano klcked the extra polnt. Quar-
terback Tom Andre scored on a 15-
yard run in the second quarter, and
Graziano's extra point made it 14~
0. ) .

Farmington trimmed the lead to
14-8 on its apening drive of the see-
ond half, highlighted by a 54-yard
scoring tun by Ryan Adams. The
Lakers came right back with a 75-
yard, 16-play drive, capped by Per-
Ty's 5-yard run. A key play was a

on a fourth-and-22 pass f{rom
Farmington’s 32, which kept the
drive alive. |

Defensive end Mark Beuerle led
the Laker defense. He had 12 tac-
kles, Including four for. losses, 10
first hits and caused two jumbles.

West -Bloomfleld ran for 186
yards and passed {or 30. Andre ran
17 times for 70 yards while Perty
had 67 yards on 10 carries. Farm-
inglon totalled 98 yards rushing
and 35 passing.

stopped several Rice drives despite
the fact Merchant was 11-0f-25 for
112 yards. Matt Allen caught three

for 80 yards,
pam drove to the Harrison 3 but
was stopped on fourth-and-goal with

short punt, the Warrlors got the ball
at the Harrlson 268 but went nowhere
in- four downs. Granger broke his
first long run on the next play.
“The defense Is awesome,” Herr-
Ington said. *(Tackle) Jason
Gloetzner s deflnltely. an all-state
football player. Nobody likes to run
his way. (Linchacker Mlike) Pescl is

By Steve Kowalskl
stalf writor

80 smart; he's always In the right
place.”

In the third quarter, Keye Smith’s
perfectly-place punt pinned the War-
riors at their 1. The Hawks got the
ball at the Rice 22 and took a 25-0

—After—a—lead~on~Andy~Fitpzatrick's-fourth~—(5Rice coach AT Fr:

down swing pass to Dan Hight, who
raced 23 yards.

FITZPATRICK WAS 5-0f-13 for.
66 yards In his {(rst varsity start at
quarterback.

Rlce drove to the Harrison 18 with
the .help of a clipping penaity, but
Merchant’s pass was intercepted by

Hight ‘on the’ second play of the

fourth quarter, Two posscssions lat-

er Granger scored hls fourth TD, and
Herringion began substituiing.

“They beat us falrly and square-
adding he wasn't surprised by Harrl:
son's sireng defense. “We saw them
on lilm over and over. We tried our
best 1o compete with them, but we
just couldn't today.

 “Maybe our kids will really get to-
gether now. 1 think they're the type
of kids to do that.”

CC routs Mules, 24-6

“Coach (Tom Mach) had (Dan) Kelly and (Dan) Gusoft
spread on the line and let me go right through the llne,”

most.

Rlck Corattl is Redford Catholle Central's defenslve
coordinator, but ‘on Saturday his shoe slze mattered

sald Yoakam. “Coach uses his speed to his advantage.
He's a smart man.”
The Shamrocks took the ensulng kicko!f and drove to

Bedford's 20, where they settled for Zavagnln's 37-yard

ficld goal for a 10-6 Jead. After the CC delense stopped

Corattl wears a size 9% and that was important since
€C's all-purpose player Frank Yoakam forgot his tur{
shoes at home.

Yoakam, who also wears a 9%, borrawed a palr of
Corattl's old shoes and the S-foot-10, 170-pounder used

e

Bedford on three plays, Yoakam fielded a Bedford punt
at the CC 30 and took it past the Kicking Mules® line of

defense for a score and a 16-6 lead.

Zavagnin's extra point made the score 17-6 with 10:45

them to his in CC's 24-6 pening win
over Temperance-Bedlord at the Pontlac Silverdome,
Yoakam, CC's fastest player, took the opening kickol!
of the second half and raced 86 yards for the game's
first touchdown. Kerry Zavagnin's extra point gave CC
27-0 lead with 11:46 remaining in the third quarter.
Yoakam later blocked an extra point and returned a

was Yoakam or the shoes.

“It takes 11 men to score a TD {touchdown),” sald
Yoakam, who scored once on a kickol! return and once
on o punt return during CC's Class AA champlonskip
scason a year ago. “I {ee) we have a better team than
last year. There's more togetherness on this year's
team. The juniors get along with the senlors, we're like
one big family. Last year there were cliques. This year

.. there'sno cligues.”

CC, which struggied to get past Bedford, 10-8, in last
year's season opener, found itself in a scoreless tie at
halftime with Bedford.

After CC 100k a 7-0 lead, Bedford recovered a CC
fumble and dreve 62 yards far a score, finishing the
drive on a 43-yard screen pass from quarterback Ran-
dall Kruff to Jess Jurley with 5:59 remaining in the
third quarter.

But Yoakam snuck his hand in to block the extra point

Gy

3rd quarter is Mercy’s downfall

attempt by Bedford, keeping the score at 7-6.

punt 70 yards for a TD, prompting people Lo wonder If it

in the game.

CC closed out the scoring later in the quarier, as jun-
jor quarterback Chris Barbara threw the ball Into a
crowd at the goat line and it was caught by Matt Roney

for a 23-6 lead. Zavagnin's PAT made it 24-6.

CC ocutgained Bedford, 238-149 in total yardage and
more Importantly held the Kicking Mules to 29 yards on
the ground in 30 carries. Senior tallback Jeff Tibaldi led
CC with 88 yards in 14 carries and almost had himself a
TD before fumbling on Bedford’s goal line near the end

of the first hall,

“1 told him that kind of sltuation will make you a

- better back,” Mach said of Tibaldi.

Barbara, making his varsity debut, completed only
two-of-three passes for 61 yards, but he was CC's second

1cading rusher with 47 yards on 10 carries. Barbara got

the call to start aver junior John Priestap and senlor
Mat Pinard, but Mach made no promises about the sec-
ond game Saturday at 7:30 p.m. against Detroit Mum-

ford at Livenia Clarenceville.

“A ot of things happen In your first varsity game that
you're not used to, but 1 thought Chris handled things
well,” said Mach. "I don't know what the future holds
because the No. 1 spot Is earned every week at each

position and nothing comes guaranteed.”

CC's defonse was led by defensive back Brett Walter,
who had an interception, and Jinebackers Gary Stegall

and Joe ilerman, who combined for 17 tackles.

Madonna rallies

South Lyon outscored Farmington Hills Mercy
16-5 In the third quarter Thursday and held on to
beat the Marlins 46-43 in a non-lcague glrls bas-
ketball game.

The Marlins, who are 2-1 overall, led 2923 at
halftime before falling apart in the third quarter.
South Lyon Improved to 3-1 overall.

“1 knew they were a good team, but I think we
were favored and they were geaked up to play

. us," Mcrey coach Larry Baker sald. “Our exceu-
tion was absolutely atrocious, .

“1 wasn't happy at halftime. We were passing
up scoring opportunities, and I Jooked for a little
better execution In the second half, but what we
got was poor execullon and worse defense, We
played back on our heels and that allowed thelr
polnt guard {Shelly Pietlla} to penetrate.”

Pletila scored 14 polnts for South Lyon and sen-
for center Nikki Bailey benefitted from Pietila's
passing by scoring a team-high 16 polnts.

Mercy was led by Laure DeMattia with 21
polnts. Mary Blenlewicz had 12 points, including a
pair of three-point shots, but the rest of the team
combined for only 10 polnis.

*That’s not golng to cut it," Baker said.

Senlor guard Kathleen Berrigan “showed
fashes of brilliance,” according to Baker, “but
didn’t finish her ahots and tried to do too much in
Lbe second half."

-girls basketball

OXFORD 58, FARMINGTON 133: Oxford
turned a competitive game inlo a rout Thursday
by outscoring Farminglon: 38-17 in the second
half. *

The win cvened Oxford’s record at 1-1.
ington (s 1-3 overall,

The Falcons could have made It closer but had
trouble at the free throw line, converting only six
of 24 shots.

Freshman Andrea Salyer was a bright spot for
Farmington, scoring 12 polnts and grabblng nine
rebounds, Becky Washnock added seven points,
whlle Tammy Allen tied Salyer in the rebound de-
pariment with nine.

Oxford was led by Krista Stransky with 16
points, including two three pointers and nine
polnts In the third quarter when the Wildcats out-
scored Farmington 189 to expand a 21-18 half-
time lead. Danielle Corrigan, a 6-foot-3 center,
had 14 polats.

"We a good game for threc quarters,” Farming-
ton coach Brian Swinchart satd. “We played a lot
smarter; that's for surc. 1 thought we got a littte
tired and fell apart,

b
Farm-

“We handled the pressure arlot better, If we can
do that, we'll stay in ballgames. We're heading in
the right directlon.”

REDFORD UNION 54, HARRISON 26: Senior
guard Shannan Morris gave coach Gary Fulks an
all-round effort Thursday with 26 points, 10 re-
bounds, five steals and four assists.

The Panthers (4-0) scored the game's first 13

-polnts s ey ad b rpstls slaylog endeleated

176ur games.

“Our defense ‘was outstanding.” -Fulks said.
“We're starting to show a lot more compasure.
We're not letting teams back in the game after
gelting a fead, which s a difference from last

ear.”

Junior forward Wendy Malecki cnjoyed her
fourth stralght double-figure cffort with 13 points.
Sophomore guard Jamie Zalek added scven

ints.

Junlor center Heather Hopklns was Harrison’s
only threat, (inishing with 22 of the Hawks' 26
polnts. She also had 11 rebounds. Freshman for-
ward Krista Snow scored the other four points.
Harrlson is 1.2.

“Shannon Morris had a great game,” Harrison
coach Pete Mantyld sald. “She scored off picks,
off rebounds, off the dribble. They rebounded ag-
gressively and killed us on the offensive boards,
We didn’t hit a perimeter shot all night.”

One very positive ¢lement em-
erged from Madonna Unlversity's
volleyball match againsi visiting
Kalamazoo College Thursday.

1¢"just fook an awfuily-long time
to happen.

The Lady Crusaders were on the
verge of defeat. The best-of-five
match was tied at iwo games
apiece and they trailed the Lady
Hornets 11-2 In the decisive fifth
game.

That's when they dug down a bit

deeper. Sparked, by the outside at-
tack of Elena Oparka, a transfer
trom Schoolcrait College, Madonna
rallicd to cdge Kalamazoo 17-1%
and win the match, three games to
twa.
* The Crusaders won_the second
and third games, 15-7 and 15-8.
Kalamazoo won. the first and
fourth games, 15-12 and 15-9.

to defeat K’zoo

“We just really hit the ball well
tonight,” said Madonna coach Jer-
ry—Abraham. "It was a great
match. The kids stuck in thece and

—POS BT b s Ty ST

Oparka in particular. The 5-foot-
9 junior collected six kills In the
fifth game to igalte the Crusader
comeback; she Iinished with 18 for
the match.

Dana Hicks-Finley led Madonna
with 44 kilts in the match. Tonia
Stith (from Walled Lake Central}
had 20 kills and Julic Adams fin-
ished with 10,

Abraham also singled out the ef-
forts of setter Penny Baker and de-
fensive specialist Jenny Sladewski
(Livonia Stevenson), who had I4
digs.

Maddnna, now 4-5 overall, hosty
Saginaw Valley State at 7 pm.
Tucsday.




