Off with the heads

“The way not to compose pictures

Have you ever plcked up your prints from your
phnlo-ﬂnuhtr only to discover Lhat the top of
grandma’s head has been chopped off? Or perhaps
you inadvertently eut off in the viewfinder one of
the petals in that shot of your prized orchid.

1If guilty, you're not alone. Too many amateur
photographers don't pay close enough attention to
the edge of the frame when they compose Lheir
shots.

‘Taking a second, hard look through the viewiln-
der and maklng necessary adjustments will ellml-
nate the elementary mistakes such as cutting off
heads. But how should you decide to crop or frame

__the_pleture in the viewfinder with respect to the

edge of the frame?

-~ A good way to begin is to move your camera
closer 1o or farther from the subject, perhaps even
change the angle of view.

The best way to test this method Is lo choose a
statle subject such as a buildlng or statue, Try ver-
ticle or horlzontal.

ASK YOURSELF which way looks strongest and
works best? Are you allowing enough breathing
room at the top of the structure? Are you backing

photography

| Monte
Nagler

house, Notice how important the window and flow-
er pots are (o the overall impact of the shot.

Don't forget, a finlshed print can often be im-
proved by altering the edge of the frame.

- A photo of a long, thin subject, for example, ben-
efiis by being trimmed to Lhis sbape. Look at your
{Intshed prints and sce what lmprovements can be
made by imaglnative edge trimming. All it takes is
a pair of sclssors.

Monte Nagler is a professional photographer
based in Farmington Hills,

up too far so that may be en-
tering the velwfinder?

11 taking a portralt, is your background what you
want and is there enough framing edge around the
face? Sometimes you may want to crop severely,
perhaps placlhg the edge of the frame right through
your subject’s forebead. This method Is flne for a
dramatic portrait. Fashlon photographers often use
this technique.

I've scen many pictures of flowers and ch

short shots

@ The Glant Used Camera Show and Model
Shoot — Photerama USA'— is scheduled 10 a.m. to
5 p.m. Saturday, Sept. I4, and 10 am. {0 4§ p.m.
Sunday, Sept. 15, at the MtMm Clvlc Ccnler,
15801 Ave. al

where the tip of a petal or the top of the steeple just
touches the edge of the frame. Dolng so adds a de-
gree of (cnslan to the shot. So either crop in Ughtly
or back off to achieve a more comfortable edge to
the frame.

1 pald a lot of attention to the edge of the (rame
in the environmental portrait shown here. In fact, I
spent many minutes studying the compasition‘and
the frame edging before I asked this charming and
agreeable Greek woman to step in the doorway.

1 WANTED her at the extreme right side of the
composition framed by the doorway with the entire

For more information, call 884-2242.

More than 100 dealers will display a variety of
photo equipment and antlque and collectable pho-
tography items. Mast of the dealers wil) be pre-
pared to buy, sell or trade equipment. Also featured
will be free workshops on model photograpby, in
which the public may participate, and a free
shutter check.

® Monte Nagler's fall phnmgraphy cl.nsu will
take place Tuesday, Scpt. 24, at th

Thursday, Soplember 12, 1891 OLE

Monte Nagler paid careful attention to the edges ol ‘his
recently In a village, Amari, in Crete.

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4

Center of Farmington/Farmington Hnls (call 477-
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the

cdge of the picture framed by the of her

House {644-5832).
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