Prosecutor/ judge feud spills into

By Pat Murphy
stall writer

Southfield lawycr Douglas J. War-
tell insists there is na evidence to
support a demand from the county
prosecutor that Judge David F.
Breck disquallfy himself from ceiml.
nal cases in Oakland Circuit Court
because of prejudice,

“There is no evidence that Judge
Breck Is blased and no reason for
him (o disqualify himself,” Wartel)
sald In arguments at a hearing
Wednesday before Breck in Gakland

ion next week, Otherwise he decllned
to comment.

The dispute became publlc after
Breck sent an Aug. 20 letter to

relaying
from threc furors who speat four
days on a case in which the defend-
:Inl was accused of stealing a $35 ra-

0.

One juror went so far as to write a
tetter asking why the prosccutor had
spent so much tme and money "o
attempt to convict a man who was so
clearly innocent.”
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Clreuit Court,

Breek’s letter cited other cases he
considered to he typical of

Judge David Breck made no decision
following Wednesday’s 20-minute

hearing. He took the arguments under
consideration and said he would issue

an opinion next week.
declined to comment.

Otherwise he

pleas”

Saylog he believes matters are
“getting out of hand,” Breck wrote,
*It is my intention to suggest that
the bench lodge thelr complalnts
with the Board of Commissloners
when you next ask for a budget in-
crease.”

Thompson called the letter a
“threat” and characterlzed it as “an
unvarnished effort at direct Interfer-
ence™ with the prerogative of hls off-

that waste time and money.. “I re-  permit mere bench trials {instead of
jury trials), avoid overcharglng and
i more.

give your

spectlully urge you to consider

Ice.
“HE (BRECK) THINKS he can In-
timidate me,” Thompson told news-

courtroomi

Judge wants changes that would, 1n
effect, soften hls traditlonally toogh
policies against crime.

“The pollcies of my offlce — such
as refusing to plea bargaln — are
designed to present a tough pollcy on

crime,” Thompson sald. “1 cam- -

paigned on those policies and the
people elected me. 1 do not intend to
change them.” -
So far, other cireuit court judges
have not publicly intervened In the
dispute, even though Breck sald he
“has the support of my colleagues™

men.
Worseyot, the.p

in trylng to convince Thompson

saysthe

But Reeek has  developed
Yadversarial” attitude toward the
prosecutor's office and should re-
frain from presiding over future

crlminat cases, argued assistant pro- ©

secutor Michael J. Modelski.

Both were part of the tatest devel
opment In an on-going Jurisdictional
dispute between Breck and prosecu-
tor Richard Thompson.

That dispute has apparently

In-the - for

changing—some_af .your.

change his policles: g

some tlme, bui flared in‘t’o the open
after Breek hreatened to ask county
commlssloners to curtail the pro-

secutor’s budget tf he didn't operate. _

bls offlce differently.

Breek
should be more flexible. He wants
Thompson to, for cxample, modily
his “hard and fast" policy aga.nst
plea bargaining, something the judge
sald would ease the court docket
wlthout compromise.

THOMPSON SAYS the judge has
no authority 1o “'dictate” how he will
run his office and countered by filing

. a motlon that Breck Is prejudiced
and demand he dJisqualify himsell
from crimlnal cases.

Breck made no decision following
Wednesday's 20-minute hearing, He
took the arguments under considera-
tion and said he would Issue an opin-

OCC program

insists the prosccutor’

--targets people
in transition

Oakland Community College's
frec-admission Transitions Seminars
are six-session weekly programs de-
signed to offer support, direction, ed-

guidance, and carcer plan.

ning advice,

Participants witt examine person-
al, academic and career goals, and
identify the methods for achieving
thelr objectives.

Starting in mid-September, the
fall serics of Transitions Seminars
will be offered at each OCC campus.
Participants are able to select morn-
ing. aflernoon, and evening sessions.
Registration in advance Is required.
Those interested can directly phone
the campus of their choice through
August 28 10 rescrve a spot. After
that date, please call 340-6802.

® Auburn Hills Campus: Register
by phoning the counseling office at
340-6574. The first sessinn will be on
Thursday, Sept. 19, 10 a.m. lo neon,
in Bullding B,Room 113,

* Highland Lake Campus: Regis-
ter by phoning the Coul ng Office
at 360-3069. The first session will be
on Monday, Sept. 16, 3-5 pm., in
Highland tall; Koom 330.

® Orchard Ridge Campus' Regis-

ter by phoning the Wamencenter at .

471-7602. The first session will be on
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 6-8 pm. in
Building D, Room 210, .

Royal Oak Campus Register by
phoning the Counscling Office at
544.5574. The first session will be on
Wednesday, Sept. 18, 10 a.m.-noon, in
Building C, oom 102

Southfield Campus' Register by
phoning the Counseling Office at
§52.2624. The lirst session will be on
Monday. Sept 16, 6:8 pm, in the

Lower Level, Hoom 114,30

Fall tours set
by county park

The Independence Oaks Nature
Cenler 1§ offening a variety of pro-
grams that enable residents to enjay
the fall colors and other natural
wonders of aulumn.

On Sept. 14, for example, the cens
ter is sponsoring a “Monarch Bultee-
fly Bus Tour™ to P’t. Pelee, Canada,
to view butterflhies and migrating
birds

Cost 15 $7 per person, with prepay-
ment reyuired by Sept. 7,
" Participants are urged
noculars, lunch, all-weather elothes

and prool of citizenship (a driver's -

license §s aot sufficient

On Sept. 20, the cenler offers
“llarvest Moon™ cvenlng with b:
ride and camplire. The event is 7-9
p.m. and costs $1 per person. :

On Sepl. 28, the “Canecs and Col-
ors” water color tour will feature a
paddhﬁg tour of Crooked Lake, lead
by a park naturalist.

" The tour is 3-5 p.m.. with partici
pants frec 10 bring their own canoes
ur ta rent one for §3 per haur.

Those inlerested can preregisier,
or oblain additional information by
calling 625-6473.

Independence Oaks 1s part af the
Oakland County Parks and Reere-
ation park system. It is located on
Sashabaw Foad, north of 1-75 ncar
Clarkston.
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- Only Scott Shuptrine

~ Makes Classic
Furnishings Affordable

S_cbtt Shuptrine has long been recognized
as Michigan’s Home Fashion leader,
setting incomparable standards of

impeccable service and design excellence.

- Today, we go a step further, and make
one of the best, most coveted, names in
home fashion eminently accessible. How?

This week | ﬁ

| 40-60% OFF HICKORY WHITE |

Seott

4110 Telegraph Road (Just South of Long Lake Rd.) Bloomfield Hills 642-0070

18850 Mack Avenue (Just South of Moross) Grosse Pointe Farms 886-5200 » 12200 Hall Road {Between Van Dyke & Lakeside Mall} Sterling Heights 739-5100

19435 Mack Avenue (On Mack Between 7 & 8 Mile Rd.) Grosse Pointe \oods 881-9330 43606 West Oak Dnve (Across from Twelve Oaks Mall) Novi 349-0044
Open daly 10.00 am - 9.00 pm Mon.- Sat » 12 Noon - 530 pm Sun. » Use your Visa. Maslercars, Discover Cand or Scott Shuptane Revohing Charge.

By deducting 40°fo 60% OFF the retail
price of all Hic‘kory White merchandise.
As impossible as it seems, we're doing it. :
40 to 60% OFF all Hickory White. That’s
stock, samples, even special orders. From
the exotic and Oriental fo the timeless
traditional lines of 18th Century English
and American classics, it’s all here, and
it's all on sale. Everything from bedrooms
to dining rooms to sumptuous upholstery

and occasional pieces are specially priced.
Whether you need an accent piece or an

entire room, you can’t afford not to shop
this event, Take this opportunity to
A acquire the very best in home furnishings

HICKORY @ WHITE at special prices.

The Seceet of bne buenaure

gptive |

Fine Furnitire 4 Since 1927

L



