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Travelers tell
tourism tales

"L Every traveler has a story to
prove that truth is stranger than
fiction.
* My “impossible colncldence”
oecurred when I learned that a
South African living in Michigan
bas a sister who llves across the
street from my grandmother in
Stratford-on-Avon, England.

‘We had never met before and
we discovered this during & casu-
al conversation among mutual
friends, The chances of that hap-
.pening are much less than the
chances of winning the milllon<
-dollar lottery.

" JAMES LoPRETE and his wife
. discovered thelir Impossible coin-
- cidence on a recent 33-day tour of

Relive the old South in Natchez

By By Armand Gebart
apeclal writer

cert of black spirituals and a flirst-
persan-account performance about

Hoop-skirted ladles will guide visl-
tors through high-ccilinged rooms
and up splraling stairways durlog
the annual Fall Pilgrlmage tours In
Natchez, Mlss,, Oct. 5-25.

Natchez, population 22,400, was
spared much of the plilage and burn-
ing of the Ctvi) War, so more than
500 pre-war manslons, churches and
other bulldlngs remaln Intact or
have been restored. Twenty-six of
them are open Lo the publie during
the Fall Pilgrimage.

You will find manlcured gardens,
stately pillared manslons with price-
less furnishings and heirlooms, sto-
ries and lggends, mint juleps and
macvelousculsine — a place where

Southern hospitality Is alive and buried in a cave durlng the occupa-

well. Half of these houses serve as
bed-and: inns, which com-

¢ Poland, C: kia and east-
+ em Germany,
¢ They llve in Orchard Lake.
*They knew about St. Cyril and
ethodius Seminary, on the west-
% ern shore of Orchard Lake, but
they didn’t expect Lo run Into that
name In the farmlands outslde
+ Warsaw.
*  Someone broke into thelr car
* on @ Saturday afternoon, so they
ere driving with two broken
< windows when Lhey went 40 mlles

west to Chopln's birthplace the

next day. .

ay back we saw 8 |
oung priest  hitchbiking. He

poke some English and in the
course of our limited conversa-
-tion we lcarned that his best
© friend had spent time at the Ore-
- minary.”

pete in the arenas of clegance-and
graclonsness,

Each mansion could be an ideal
seiting for a romantle novel. Each
bas its distinctlve personality. How-
ever, discipllned selectlon is needed
to prevent an averdose of splendor.

Longwood is probably the best
properly on which to rouse yester-
year's ghosts. Never completed be-
cause of the war, the five-story oc-
tagona)-shaped house has an Qrien-
tal imode, Ineluding Byzantlne
arches, and an onion dome which
caps and dominales the structure,

e exterlor 18 [ini ¢ Inic
rlor Ls a shell. Palnt buckets and nail
kegs, dusty packing boxes and tool
sets are scaftered (hroughout, re-
minders of the Northern artisans
who fled when word arrived of the
: Forl S

an 1862 Christmas party
are highlights of the event In the
house, which glows with 100,000
lights.

Stanton Hall, the largest of the
manslons, features a white classical
colonnade and occupics an entire
city block. Built in 1857, It features
Carrara marble mantels, gold-leaf
micrors, bronze chandeliers and
sterling doorknobs as accents to Jux-
urlous furnlshings made possible by
King Cotton.

Rosalic Is another genteel knock-
out. It scrved as the Unlon army’s
local headquarters durlng the war
and In 1863 was occupied by Gen.
Ulysses S, Grant. The gold-leal mir-
rors, now hanging on the walls, were

tion. Rosalle overlooks the Mississip-
pl so it Is 'a good sile on which to
ponder the past and the strategle
role the mighty river played in the
war,

One antldote to manslon overdose
Is 1o Intersperse visits with other
Natchez llfestyles,

Under-the-Hill on Silver Street Is
an cxample. It is a contrast to the
stateliness of the uphill aristocratic
section of town. This was the lair for
gamblers and riverboat roughnecks.
It teemed with brothets and bars, Its
caves were filled with stolen goods.

The restored neighborhood is now
home 1o shops and restaurants. The

nder-The T |

mous French doors opening onto a
gallery lg a delightful spot to grab a
mcFl;::;d watch river traffic.
odging Information, reserva-
tions and tour tickets contact the

Stanton Hall, the largest of the mansions, features a white
an entire city block. It was built in 1857,

- THAT MILD coincidence was
compounded the next day, when
- LoPrete went to “a small farm
outslde Warsaw where an individ-
*ual entrepreneur was making a
very good llving replacing aute
.windows. Some Pollsh people
whose car was also being re-
* palred apoke some Engllsh.”
The two couples were sliting
over a farmer's kitchen table
, drinking coffee when the Polish
- people pulled. out phatos taken
during a trip to the United States.

“He showed us some plctures of

the two of them with a lake in the
- background. The plcture had been
"taken In front of the Orchard
Lake Seminary where they had
visled his brother, who had been
+ a priest there for a short time.
"I do not know what the odds
would be that we would run into
two people without any prear-
‘rangement, on a totally non-
. scheduled basis, both of them

with connections to an Institution
" In our small communlty.”

LoPrete added a P.S: “The
whole trip, even without advance
reservations and ‘Engilsh only,

. proved to be 1 and we

tiring: Qnly the hase.
ment is completed, nlne rooms
where the occupants lived out the
war.

Each December is devated to a
Victorian Christmas pageant at
Longwood. Candlelight {ours, a con-

Civil War vivid

VICKSBURG, MISS. — The
Vicksburg Nattonal Military Park Is
the centerplece of this historic,
proud, battle-scarred city. Memories
of a 47-day Unlon slege, May 19
through July 14, 1863, are stil] vivid
here,

Go first (o the park’s visitors cen-
ter to capture the impact and under-
standing of the hardships endured by
a beleaguered city. Study the diora-
mas of civilians secking refuge in
caves from bombardments. Learn of
mllitary sirategles, defenses and of-
fenses.

Then rent a tape cassette ($4.50)
and drive along a 16-mile trail
through 2,000 acres of woods and
htlls, peppered with commemorative

would recommend It to others.

Best of all the cost was about 70

percent of what we were used to
: paylng in Western Europe.”

THE NAME of Orchard Lake
came up agaln when I spoke to
Sarah Kneisel, a General Motors

. engineer who grew up in West
Bloomfield, graduated from Mer-

- cy High School and eamned a de-

« gree In Industrial design from the
Unlversity of Michigan.

Sarah’s husband, Mark, teaches
at St. Mary’s High Schoal in Orc-
hard Lake. Mark graduated from
South Lyen High School and the
U-M and now coaches basketball
and rawling at the school.

and markers,

There's a transformation. A narra-
tor changes the green hills into
bloody entrenchments. A battle
rages where majestic monuments
were later to be erected, honoring
the fallen Blues and Greys.

clarification

Our recent story on Laramic,
Wyo., included the wrong address
and phone number for the Vee Bar
Guest Ranch. The Vee Bar is at 2091
State Highway 130, Laramle, Wyo.
82070, telephane (307) 745-7036,

Natehpz Toure Canalat
State Street, P.O. Box 347, Natchez,
Miss. 39121 or toll-frec

T
ar-the-five

Visitors can learn of milltary WS TIRVeT Stoted-br ity

(800) 647-6742. A three-house tour
costs $12 and a four-house tour Is
$14 per person. Twelve of the homes
are open year round.

in Vicksburg

Opposite the Natlepal Cemetery
entrance s the muscum for the USS
Cairo, a sunken Union gunboat that
has been salvaged. The ironclad
Calro destroyed on the Yazoo River
by Confederates Is believed to have
been the first vessel sunk by an
electrically detonated mine.

For informatlon, contact your
travel agent or the Vicksburg Con-
vention and Visltors Burcau, P.O.
Box 110, Vicksburg, Miss., 39180 or
telephone toll-free (800) 22)-3536.

Cruise
Carnival Cruise Lines

“The Ccstorsy”
i Novemdber
DOUBLE BONUS

I addinion to receiving
chiscounted rates take
anather *50 OFF per cabin
by booking now!

only a fcw openings left...
Book Now!

For Great Discounts
catt

Only By ===
Sea -
645-9900 1 S}

TROY....
BIRMINGHAM

588-5833
11unre.851-8822

Cruisin’ thru the 90s

with Elliott Travel
A TELESCOPE TRAVEL COMPARY

Special Cruise Night
Thursday, September 19 - 7:00 pm’
Southfield Marriott
$1.00 admission

Speclal Rates - Refreshments

and Prizes - WIN A FREE CRUISE
(must be present to win)

NOVI.... 348-3303
WESTLAND.. 522-4220
DEARBORN 93-4600 -

SOUTHFIELD.

and of- uor;' octagonal-shaped house haa an Oriental mode, including
Byzantine arches, and an onion dome which caps and domi-
nates the structure.

fonses at Vicksburg. Natlonal
Millitary Park. .

Grand Opening
The Detroit Inatilude of Arto
Aluseun Shop at. Tivelee Oako Alall
Upper Level, Center Court

DIA MUSEUM SHOP (‘de

1. eetail vasis oftering the Detroit Tostitute of Arts experie

myu - ze~am

w beautitully appointed establishment simulating the inerior

3w place W discaver exquisite merchandise including three

dimensional art, jeweliy, books, exhibition inges and cands and

aift wiapping. AL a place of education, of fearning for albages.

TWO DIA MUSEUM SHOP LOCNTTONS:

NOwl
Pacdve Oahs Malle Latn & Nooy Bl
U313 380 800 e Manday - Satonday 10 a9 e, Somday 120 pin
“
1 ROIT
The Detoit Tnstitore ol Arts 8 5200 Woodward Ave

G383 9 0 Wednesday = Sunday 950 g0+ 530 pon




