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Blake Babies just rock away

By Larry O'Connor
stotf writer

- All John Poole Strohm asks Is
that you don't Judge his band by its
cover.

On the Blake Bables' latest EP,
“Rosy Jack World," is a backhand-
ed rendltion of the Grass Rools’
chestnut “Temptation Eyes." The
song s slick, non-threatenlng and
by all means radio {riendly.

“1 guess I'm a little embarrass-
ed,” sald Strohm, who Is the gultar-
ist In the threc-member band, “It's
so pop, it'ssa. .

. Unlike the Blake Bables?
Undoubtedly. The Boston-based
trio Is indeed 2 pop band, but not
one to express carelree sentiments
.and teary-cyed laments in a banal
fashion.

Using strident gultar-driven mel-
odies backed by lrregular bass
beats, the Blake Babies are mostly
“about contradlctlon.

7 A volce 0 sweet, 50 ethereal as
Jultana Hatfleld shouldn’t be al-
Jlowed to sing about such sad
themes as unfulfilling relationshlps
and uncompromislng personal poli-
Ues. She all the the vocal
jnnocence of The Sunday's Harriet
Wheeler with the (Uppant attitude
of Sonle Youth's Kim Gordon.
Gultarist Strohm can seem total-
ly at casc withln the confines of a
simple pop melody only to tum to a
dissonant snarl at the slightest pro-
vocatlon. Drummer Freda Love's

lon-onl
unharmonious momeats.

BY AND large, the Blake Bables
and bands of their ik offer pop's
only salvation. In a time when the

lease on the North Carolina-based
independent Mammoth Records in
1889 and abounds with cutting edge
pop. The band put out two EPs pre-
vious to “Earwig,” includlng *Slow
Learner” released on Bllly Bragg's
Ulllity label in England.

From the group's inception when
Strohm and Love met up with Hat-
ficld at Berklee School six years
ago, the mission has been to wrile
songs chronlcling some of life's bit-
ter experiences. The band's been on
a tear since. .

“Earwig” was followed 10
months later with ‘“Sunburn,”
which was produced by Gary Smith
{Pixies, Chllls and Connells). In
that time, the band toured virtually
non-slop,

INITIALLY, THE Blake Bables
had dlffleultles performing live on
a conslstent basls. Strohm attribu-
ted the problem of transforming
the anger that fuels songs such as
“I'm Not Your Mother’ on stage.

Smith has been able to capture
that (ntenslty in the studlo, espe-
cially during the “Sunburn" ses-
sions at Fort Apache in Cambridge,
Mass. The bulk of “Rosy Jack
World” was culled during that
time. Smnith has played a large role
in helplng mold the ideas of a band
that was languishing on the club
circult.

“In a sense he (Smith) dlscovered
us,” Strohm said. . . . He sort of

took us in and funded It. He gave us

Apache. He basically saved our a—
8" . o
Then again, it was Smith's [nsts-

tence the -Blake, Babies record
-Eyes." Strohm sald

-genre is sadly sy with the
falseness of Milli Vanilll, the flam-
boyance of Madonna and the repet-
Hiveness of REM. clones, the Ba-
bies disruptive pop muslngs are
rather raplurous.

Strohm sald It's all about strik-
g the delicate balance between
the serenity pop music offers and
the disturbing images of real life.

"It comes really natural,” sald
Strohm who shares songwritlng du-
ties with Hatfield. “We're all really
Into pop music, not the pop you
hear on the radio but by the con-
cepl of making pop songs.”

- Earwig” was the band's first re-

none of the band members knew of
the number until Smith brought a
copy In and played the single for
them. The group also covers Dino-
saur Jr.'s “Scvered Lips” on “Rosy
Jack World."

“1 wouldn’t llxe to be known for
one-hlt songs,” Strohm sald. "I
would like for people who bought
our records to get Ioto them and
ilsten to them.” -

For these famlliar with the
Blake Bables' work, the ruse of
“Temptation Eyes” will be easily

. seen. To that Strohm satd, “T hope
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@ VISION
Monday, Sept. 18 — Vislon will per
form ai Cross Street Station, 511 W.
i i

Jos. Campay, Hamtramck. For inforam-
tlon, call 875-8555. - e
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with the falseness of Milli Vanllll,

‘Blake Babies will perform

Friday, Sept. 20, at Atvin's, 5756

The Boston-based Blake Bables — John Poole Strohm, Jullana
Hatfield and Freda Love — offer disruptive musical musings
that are rather rapturous at a time when pop is synonymous

"Crosy St Y psttamti—or
435-5050.

@ WILD KINGDON

Mondasy, Sept. 16 — Wild Kingdom will
perform at Rick's Cafe, 811 Church, Ann
Arbor. For Informatlon, cail $96-3747.

© PARADISE VALLEY JAZZ JAM
Monday, Scpt. 16 — Paradise Valiey
Jazz Jam wiil take place at Alvin's, 5756
Cass, across Wayne State Unlverslty, De-
troit. For Information, call 332-2355.

® THEATTIC

Tuesday, Sept. 17 — The Attic will per-
form at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Ar-
bor. For tnformation, call 998-2747.

® CHIBEL BROS.

Toesday, Sept. 17 — Chisel Bros. will
perform at at Alvlo's, $756 Cass, acroas
Wayne State Unlversity, Detroit. For in-
formatlon, call 832-2345.

® DAVID CASSIDY

Wednesday, Sept. 18 — David Cassidy, -

formerly of the Partridge Family, will
perform at Alvin's,” 5758 Cass, across
Wayne State University, Detroit. For In-
formation, call 832-2335.

@ HANNIBALS

Wednesday, Sept. 18 — Hanaibals will
perform at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor. For Information, call 998
8555,

@ TRINIDAD YRIPOLI STEEL BAND

Thursday and Friday, Sept. 1920 —
Trinldad Tripoli Steel Band will perform
at Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
For information, call 996-2747.

® WILD KINGDOM
Thursday, Sept. 19 ~ Wild Kingdom
W perfosm at Crass Steeet Statjon, $11

LLEY,TOMN

-DAVID Pi
RICHARD DOBSON AND S8TATE OF °
THEHEART fT et
Friday, Sept. 20 — David Halley, Tom
chard Dobson and State of +

mingham Unltarian Church, 631 N.
Woodward. For information, call 540-;
$031. .

® BLAKE BABIES N
Friday, Sept. 70 — Blake Badles will'
pecform 10 pan. at Alvin's; 5756 Cam,*
across Wayne State Unlveralty, Detrolt.
For information, call 332-2355.

,

& CROWDED HOUSE

Friday, Sept. 20 — Crowded Howe
with Richard Thompson will perform ta:
Quublaad at tbe State Theatre, Detroit.:
Doors open at 6:30 pm. Tickets are
$18.50 In advance at TicketMaster loca-
tlona or Clutch Cargos lo Roya! Oak. For -
(nformation, call 963-7237, -

® BLACK MAL : B
Priday, Sept. 20 =~ Black Mall aod EX- -
ther Way Patsy Dies will perform at Fin-
bey's Pub, 3985 Woodward Ave., Detrolt.
For informatica, call 831-8070.

® BILL HEID TRIO
Priday and Saturday, Sept. 30-21
BlIL Heid Trio will perform at Bird of
Paradise, 207 5. Ashley, Ann Arbor. Cov-*
er i3 5. For information, call $62-4310.
© URDATIONS ’
Friday, Sept. 20 — Urbatioes will per- .
Street Station; Sllbﬂ.
formatlon; ’l_

B

485.5050.
. S aslol atios

@ ROBEAT PENN . A
Fridsy snd Saterday, Scpt. 2021 —.
Robert Penn will perform at Moby Dicks

Cass, across fruom Wayne State
University, Detroit, For infor-
mation, call 832.2355.

STREET SENSE

What'’s luck got to do with

Dear Readers:

On a recent cable show, I inter-
viewed the public relations director
of HAVEN (Help Agalnst Violent En-
counters Now), HAVEN Is an Oak-
land County facility which provides
protectlon and guidance to wamen
and children from abusive home en-
-vironments,

One of the questions I asked the
director was what personality char-
acteristics are shared by women
who feel trapped in abusive relatlon.
ships. She was emphatle In her denl-
al that any exist. She said that any
woman could find herself In an abu-
sive relationshlp ‘and that these are
social problems, not individual enes
and so must be cured through our so-
ctal institutions, for example, the
courts, pollce.

Coming as I do from a positicn of
sclf-problem solving, 1 found the
onc-sideness of her statements diffl-
ctlt to accept. When I asked her if it
was “just Juck" that trapped these
women, she didn’t answer. I assume
she saw, but could not respond to,
1he confusion in her thinking.

Now [ want to tell you about an-
other woman. After datlng a man for
a month, he became very possessive
when she broke up with him. He then
became enraged, beat her up and

would not stop calling her.

At first she was very frightencd;
she did not take his calls and avolded
any of the places where they might
meet. Her parents and I warned her
that he was dangerous and that she
must avoid him at al) costs.

HE WROTE her letters of apolo-
gy, professing love and devotion.

It has becn about two months
since the blow-up. Last week, she
saw him, by chance, at a place they
both frequent. He wanted her to
“just talk" to him. He scemed ner-
vous and concerned about hier.

She mustered a lot of wlll power
and managed to stay away from
him, but her scntlments had
changed. She told me she doesa’t
want to hate him; it fecls bad to hate
him. She wants to forgive hlm. After
all, he didn't really have malicious
intent when he hit her; he momentar-
ily tost control.

She Is not perfect cither. She wor-
rics that If he asks her to spend a
Nittle time with him, only as {riends,
she will not be able to make an
excuse without hurting his feellngs.

1f the woman I am describing
starts seeing this man agaln and pos-
sibly turns up at HAVEN, will It be
called Juck? Perhaps, one could call
their initlal mecting luck. Even their
first few dates might be attributed
10 fate. But after that, the signs of
his possessiveness were  already
present and shouldn't any reasonabte

rson be aware that he is dangerous
after he became vialent?

This is a woman wha holds a job
and supports hersell. By outward ap-
pearances, she Is a reasonable per-
son. Why then can she not complete-
ly break off the relatlonship? It is
irrational 10 say it is because of luck.

SHE HAS not been able to sepa-
rate, unamblguously, because emo-
tionally she needs him. She is a wom-
an of low self-esteem who can't get
along on her own. It may look to the
casual observer that she can, but
that Is not her reality. Her reallty Is
fear of separateness or aloneness.

Under these circumstances, she is
compelled ‘to take any man, even if
she then becomes a victim. When one
is weak and dependent, a bully looks
strong. This is an illusion. Tf bullies
were strong, they wouldn't have to
oppress others.

1 am interested In whether ccaders
have other examples of when self-
preservation seems blunted by the
need for fusion with another. I would
plan to print such examples in hopes
of preventing other young women
with thls passive dependent charac-
ter from falling victim to a control-
ling, manlpulative non-loving man.

We must all take an active role in
our well-being instead of leaving it

abuse?

to the environment to take care of
us. We are llving in a democracy
that preaches this even it It doesn’t
practice il

1 agree with the woman {rom HA-
VEN, our soctal institutions need to
change. But that is only part of the
story. The other part is that victims
must change, 100. None of us should
accept a complete lack of control for
our own welfare, )

- Barbara

If you hare a question of com-
ment for Barbara Schff, a
trained  therapist and  eIperi-
enced counsvior, send it to Strect
Sense, 36251 Schooleraft. Livomia
48130,

W. Croas S, Ypsilanu. For Information,
call 485-5050. -

© DONALD WALDEN

Thursday-Sonday, Sept. 18-23 — Don-
ald Walden and The Monk Dynasty will
petform at Baker's Keyboard, 20510
Livernots, Detroit. For Information, call
#64-1200 or 864-1201.

© DETROIT BLUES BAND

Friday, Sept. 20 — Detroit Blues Band
will perform al the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ano Arbor. For nformatlon. call
996-3555.
@ LIBERTINES

Friday and Satarday, Sept. 20-21 — Li-
bertines will perform at 20th Century
Bar, 22759 Van Dyke, Warren. For (nfor-
mation, call 757-9847.

® MISSIONARY STEW
Friday, Sept. 20 — Misslonary Stew
will perform at Lill's 21, 2930 Jacob, off

5452 Schaefer Deatborn. For informa.
tioa, call 531-3650, .

i

@ PATOBANTON

Satarday, Sept. 21 — Pato Banton wil] .
perform at the Blind Pig, 208 5. First,]
Ann Arbor. For information, cail 996:.
8585, . T

® THE DIFFERENCE :
Saturday, Sept. 21 — The Dificrence
will perform at Rick’s Cale, 611 Church,?
Ann Arbor. For Informaticn, call $9¢-+
2T
® SOUTHGOING ZAK .
Satarday, Sept. 21 — Southgoing Zak
will perform at Cross Street Ration, 811 °
W. Cross St., Vpsilantl. Por tnformation, ;
call 4£5-5080, b

® PARK THE KARMA .

Satarday, Sept. 21 — Park the Karma |
will perform at LUI's 21, 3930 Jacod, off *
Jos. Campay, Hamtramek. For Informa-
Uion, call 875-6558. !

Park the Karma will bring its brand of rock’n’roll to Lii'a 21 1n

Hamtramck Saturday, Sept. 21,

)

HOUSE, and THE 8 ARES S
BY PHONE: (313) 645-6666 or Canada (519) 7922222 (serviee charge adided to phone orders)

Information: (313) 567-6000 + Group Rates: (313) 567-7474

Tuesday OCT.

11 p0AMt
1280081 4007

toors 20PN

2 WAYS TO GET YOUR TICKETS
’<IN PERSON: JOE LOUIS ARENA BOX OFFICE and ali

V]

HARMONY

(senvice charge added at outlers)

Joe Louis Arena

DAYS
ONLY

The. OCT. = 7130PM
AMILY
ME“EK NIGHT

A noars $4 OFF

wdrh coupons froe MEUTR

g @ KIDS' SHOWS
SAVE $2 ov ams

- WNIG D228,
FREE SPORT WATCH!

Wed, OCT. 2 7:3I‘lrM
T O e e bt s
FORD QUALYTY NIGHT

Sst. OCYT. 5 « 8:00 PM

o
BT oo
AL A,
noan $2 OFF Resnteder 2
e esaNYDUR BEST Avenenas

ENTERTAINMI
ALL SPATS RISIXVED « PRI INGUDES X
$8.50 . §10.50 - $12.50

RINGS)
Cat o QffScw Pov Dobmits

1 thru Sunday OCT. 6




