e

__OXE Monday, Septomber 16, 1991

John
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Barton Fink has writers’ block.
The fedgling scriptwriter stares
blankly at the paper in his typewrit-
er. He pecks out vague establishing
details about cramped tenement
apartments and the call of flsh-
mpngers, but can get no further.

--Joel and Ethan Coen, the writer-
dircctor brother team, could relate.
The basle premlse for “Barten Fink™
dame about during the difficult writ-
Ing of another fllm, “Miller's Cross-
ing.”

‘Thelr new film, which has an ex-
cliislve run at the Maple Theatre,
sparkles with the quirky blend of
Iively writing, genre hopplng, and
seiicky visuals the brothers have be-
come famous for. '

Barton {John Turturro), a-paive

. young writer in the early 1940s,
talks passlonately about thie common
man. When his first blg play be-
comes & critlcal succeas on Broad-
way, he allows bimself to be wooed
by, a Hollywood contract. Studlo
heads want “that Barlon Fink feel-
ing" on the screcn and add him to
thefr stable of writers. .

Barton checks nto the decaying
Hotel Earle far away Irom the
glitter of Hollywood and prepares to
write his first script — a wrestling
picture for Wallace Beery. He knows
litgle about making movies and even
less about wrestllng.

AT FIRST glance, it might seem
(Hat the Coens are merely mucking

‘abqut in David. Lynch land. The

flotrerad wallpaper in the hotel peels

alls, revealing milky white
paste behind it; An ancienl clEVATOr

‘ ._ Monaghan
Coens create
a vivid °

Fink’

In interviews, the
filmmakers have been
typlcally evasive in
providing clearcut
answers about the
film’s content.

operator pauses for what seems llke
hours before announcing the next
floor.

Barton's cone of curly black halr
has more than a passing resem-
blance to the. maln character's in
“Eraserhead.”

1t tock a complete second viewing
to see just how unlque “Barton Fink™
really is. In Interviews, the filmmak-
ers have been typleaily evasive in
providing clearcut answers. about
the film’s content. They do admit
that the relationshlp between Barton
and Charlle Meadows, the {nsurance
salesman who lives next doar, was
}.helr maln reason for making the
Nm. . ‘
As Charlie, John Goodman brings
a dark edge to the chubby good old
boys he usually plays. Charlle has
learned plenty about lfe and has
even wrestled. Barton, 30 en|
ln rambling on about the common
man, doesn't listen to the stories that
could save hls script.

As visual stylists, the Coens drop
in plenty of memorable shots.

- Rough-cdged _“ typewrllten words.
bl Lh

¢-scroen wmith the ral.

John Turturro {right) is Barton Fink, a screenwriter, with a bad

a-tat speed of a tommy gun. You
think Barton bas finally broken
through until you realize that this is
a form letter typed by a studlo sec-
retary. :

THE FILMMAKERS take a bitlng
and funny Jook at Hollywood during
the height of the studio system, when
well-known novellsts and play-
wrights were put on contract to
bring respect to the company. Thelr
work was often too thoughtful, “too
Iruity,” Lo ever sce the screen.

So It's not surprising who the writ-
er Barton turns to for advice. W.P,
Mayhew, looks a lot lke Wililam
Faulkner. You might not recognize
character actor John Maheney be-
hind the Southern drawl and slcohol-
3 LRI

- and self-centered.

case of writer’s block, and John Goodman is his talkative next-
door neighbor, Charlie Meadaws, in “Barton Fink.”

Judy Davls, 30 Impressive- as
George Sand in “Impromptu,” plays
Mayhew's much-too deveted person-
al secretary. .

ry.
‘Turturro, meanwhile, brings a

Kafka-esque quality to Lhe lead role.:

You understand bis frustration In a
forelgn land and realize that as soon
as he secures an oozing patch of
wallpaper with thumb tacks another
piece will peel down. You also want
o strangle him for belng so nalve

Turturro ook the best actor
award at the Cannes Festival this

- spring. In fact, “Barton Fink” enjoys

the distinetion of belng the only fllm
in the 44-year history of Cannes to
ever sweep Lhe best actor, dlrector
and pleture awards.

- KatClub In prewar Naxi Berlle,

‘SCREEN SCENE

BLACK CINEMA GALLERY, Coocept
East II Gallery, 1144 Pingree, Detroit.
Call 9731030 for lnformation. (§4 adults

nenlors citisens; $1 chll-

*“Dorothy Dandri Everything and

dge:
Nothing” Sept. 30-32. A film retrospec-
Uve and eshibltion pays tribute (o the
popular black actress. night re-

wl

and fashion :
.“The zm’;:uumn Tournes of A
irmation,” through Sept. 30 (call foe show
times). From paper pappets o clay to
) cel this annoal

ception 7 p.m. Sept. 20 with. at
S and 7 pm. Sept, 21 and $ pm. Sept. 22
Call for specific (ilm titles.

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, Detrolt
Institute of Arts, 8200 Woodward Ave.,
Detrolt. Call 832-2730 fof more JAforma-

(France — 1984), 7 and
930 p.m. Sept 20-31; 5, 7 po. Sept. 32. A
small-time hood {(Jean-Paul Belmondo)
snd his casually amoral American girl-
friend (Jean Seberg) spend lfe on the
edge In Paris Jean-Luc Godard's free-
wheellng feature debut influenced aa en-

of Shown

presentation of internatiooal aaimated

ahorts features pearly 20 pew films frorm

a dozen countries. Not us good As previ-

bul stil) a treat, with

ghts Including “Ode to Gl Joe”

“Qral Hygelne” and an insplred bit of an-
imatlon via the Xerox machine.

E " (apan — 1931), 7 pm. |
Scpt. 1817, In medieval Japas, four peo-
ple are witness to a violent rape-murder.
Aklra Karosawa's fitm tells
the story from four different points of
view, cach with [i3 own twist oo human
nature,

i Street” (USA — 1990), 7

tire
bere in a pew print.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middiebelt roads, Livonis. Call 478-1168
{or information. (Free)

“Cabaret” (USA ~ 1973}, 10 a.m. Sept.
17. Bob Fosse's styllsh musieal atars Liza
Minelll as an American singer at the Kit
Shown as
part of a monthloog tribute to leading la-
dles.

MAGIC BAG THEATRE CAFE, 22018
Woodward Ave., Ferndale. Call 540-0880
for lnformation. (§4)

“Chinatown” (USA — 1974), 8 p.m.
Sept. 17, Jack Nicholson plays x cynical
private eye in 19303 Los Angeles whose
routlne investigation lnto & busband’s in-
fidelity leads to murder and corruption.
The Roman Polansk! classic ooly looks
better with age, shown here lo & new
print. With Faye Dunaway.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Call $63-38%0 for Infor-
hatlon. ($5, $3.50 students and sealor cit-

Lzens)

“Paris Is Buming" (USA — 1991),
through Sept. 20 (call for show times). A
documentary look ai gay black and

p.m. Sept. 18 and 7:20 p.m. Sept. 19, Flint-
born filmmaker Wendell Harris plota the
rise and fall of professioasl imposter
Doug Street, who talks his way Into jobs
23 a lawyer, reporter and surgeon. Harris
wrote, , and starred in (his
flawed bul fasclnating characier study.

REDFORD THEATRE, 17380 Lahser,
Detroit. Call $37-1133 for moro lnforma- -
tion. ($2.50)

“Cabaret” (USA — 1972), 10 8.0, Sept.
17, Bob Fosse's siylish musical stars Lizs
Minelll a3 an American singer at the Kit
Kat Club in prewar Nasi Berlln..

WINDSOR FILM THEATRE, 213%
Wyandotte W., Windsor. Call $19-254-
FILM. (3425}

“The 3rd Animatlon Celebration,”
Sepl. 17-22 (call for show Umes). A 90-
minute program feturing premlerea of
20 cartoons from nine couniries,

My Father’s Glory" (France — 1991),
Sept. 17-22 (call for sbow Umes). Based
on 1he autoblograpby of French fitmmak-
e Marcet Pagnol wrote “Jean de
Floretie™), thia Ls the siory of a young boy
growlag up in the French couniryside.
The sequel, "My Motber's Castle,” will
play at the Detroit Fllm Theatre Oct. 4-6.

— John Monaghan -
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Three Stages of contlnuous Enter- ~

7

7z

SEPTEMBER 20, 21, 22
Friday & Saturday, 11 a.m: = 7 pam.

Sunday, 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
UNIVERSITY CULTURAL CENTER
at Woodward & Kirby

Natlonally Known Street Performers
Wide Vardety of Ethnlc Food )
Fantasy Land . . . A Chlldren's Fair with more

Three Days of Arts & Entertainment featuring:
Artists’ Market uilh_10§ sclected Artists

PR eyt

talnment fcaturing the Dirty Dozen
Brass Band, Zachary Richard, John
Mooncy, Clarence Fountain & The Five
Blind Boys of Alabama, a Folk Festival,
and Detroit's Finest Performers

Poctry at the Festlval featuring Ishmael
Reed, Juan Felipe Herrera, Maureen
Owen, regional and local poct-performers

than 40 Hands-On Activitics and Two Stages of
Children’s Entertainment

Other Special Events include:

100 Languages of Children Art Exhibit ¢ Prescrvation
Wayne/E. Ferry Avenue Historic Homes Tours
Richard Hunt Public Sculpure Display ¢ Antiquarian
Bookfair & Silent Auction « Horse & Carriage Rides
« Colorful Street Vendors » and much, much more!

Free Adwmission and plenty of parking in and around the University Cultural Center,
For mare information contact the University Cultural Centter Association 313/577-5088.
Produced by the University Cultural Center lon in cooperation with Wayre State University and sporsored by
15t Natloowide Bank, AAA, ATAT, Amcritech Publithing. Blue Cruss/Blue Shield, Bundy Corporation, Chrysler Corparation, Comcrica,
Inc.. Deteoit Edison, The Detrolt News, Ford Yétor Company, Genersl Motors, Health Alliance Plan, Hotel St. Regis, Kid Colsine,
‘Manufacturcrs Bank, Michcon, Michigan Delt, Michigan Council for the Arts, Miller Genulne Draft, NDD, Notthwest Altlines,
. Northland, Philip Mocrls, Target Stores, WDET, WJZZ, and WIR.

Uie city.
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1f1he first thing you hear aboul iocal developments is the sound of bulldosers,
you should Took into the Obsctver & Eccentric “Building Scene”,
“Building Scene” not only tells you about comsmercial and residential building
in your area; il nis covess the Jaicst rends in architecture and interior design.
TR offeradvice BIMIFHIRS delling and develaping condaminiums. The .,
. Observer & Eccentric Newspapers are the best way 10 find out what's going
oninyourown home town. Because wecover the suburbs like the dailiescaver

THE

®bgerver & Lecentric

NEWSPAPERS

We live where you live.

Scene Section
. keepsyouahead
of local developments.




