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Guv’s message lacks focus

SOME REFLECTIONS on Gov.
John Engler’s special message to the
Legislatore on school quallty and
how the media covered (L

That Republicans thought It lono-
vative and Democrats didn't was
bardly news.

What surprised me¢ was the way

everyone picked out dlf-

ferent to praise or bash: charler

schools . . . early education . . . the

[mportance of parenting . . . “New

Ametican™ schools , . . easier certl-
tion—1 tiont

lor—non-treditionn!

. 200 class days . . . doubling ald
for teacher !mprovement . . .
schools' warranting thelr graduates
... how we're golng to pay for it

It was a nlghtmare for news peo-
ple. Every paper you read, every
bmdml you heard, every politi-
clan you talked to opened with some-
thing different.

TRUE, MUCH of what Engler ad-
vocated wasn't new, as

high’

no copyright on political mm. 50
governors arc free (o w'"
them, the way Huck Fina borrownd

90) used Lo borrow Republican ldm
)] the time, to the Grand Otd Par-
ty's dellght.

Engler's message goes on for 49
pages, but here are the unlfylng
themes:

® Kids at risk. Some are 4-year-
olds from poar families, Others have
been kicked up to 12th grade without
learnlng what they were taught.
(Read Phll Power's column,)

® Teachers. More - in-service

polnted out.
‘That's par for governors. There Is

training. Emp: more
chances to stari allernative scbools

ure laws. Easler certlfication for
those with non-traditional back-
grounds, Less “student teaching.”

® Parenls. - Unlike Blanchard,
who would have d teachers

dropped completely in favor of ex-
tended coverage of the Wayne Coun-
ty Jail shooting.

CBS newsman Mike Wallace, in a

Thursday, Septomber 19, 1081 O&E

Wb, TS FHTA, -

Legacy of
proves to

in B’ham history

PURELY BY CHANCE both of
my daughters mzse matched up with
roommates who were black during
thelr freshman year at the Universi-

who had benefitted from state pro-
grams or hls own favorite meators,
Engler Introduced his first two and
most Important teachers -~ mom
and dad. More chances for parents to
choose programs for their kids.
Some teaching of parenting. It was a
conscrvnlives pclitlcal mange.

Moynlhan
There was pothing lnr superin-
tendents, nothlng for principals, lit-
tle for bureauerats and not much for
college-bound kids from stable,
working (amllies. But that's OK.

I'M NOT CERTAIN whether It
was the fault of the listeners or with
Engler for not providing a crisper,
more pungent, central theme,

The TV crews were there, and
{lim clips were on the 6 o'clock
news. But by 11 pm, the topic of

of choice. Reform of pi

1 quality was

lul wceke»d called metro Detrolt
TV news some of the worst in the
country. “Murder and mayhem." he
said. '

Most of my friends have noueed it,
too, for the last two years or 50.

mae nallon mnnngcn. not lhe

03 40d
WJBK has ignortd mm 5ovemmenl
for years. WDIV's “scnlor political
correspondent,” Bab Plsor, has been
shunted to chasing flre engines and
soon witl take a leave of absence,
perhaps never to return. WXYZ's
Jim Herrington [s being wasted on
general assignments and rarely is
sent to the Capltol any more. Except
for WIR, metro Detroit radio bas no
one on the spot. .

Tim Richard reports regularly
on the local implications of state
and regional cvents.

Gender decides school acceptance

GROWING UP IN a ncighborhood
heavily populated by first-genera-
Uon Poles and Italians, It wasn't

. hard to see Lhat sons were prized and
daughters were nice 10 have, hul not
quite as vital.

Parents would scrlmp and save ta
put money in the bank to ensure that
thelr sons would attend college after
high school, get a {lne educatlon and
get a solld job to provide for the
wives and children they would have.
That was the dream.

Daughters, well, they learned to
cook and clean. If they did well in
schoo, It would mean that they
could help their future children with
umir homework. Parents put money

because of their hormones.

BACK WHEN THE Equal Rights
Amendment was a possibility, {fem-
fnists argued that women deserved

equal standing in the law and in op-
porlunmu Feminlsts argued that
women weren't covered by the Con-
stitutlon because they weren't
named specifically, as were men and
blacks. The Happincss Of Woman-
hood group — remember them? —
argued that women had a)l the pro-
tection they needed without another
amendment to the Constitution.

We'll see.

The women's Issue should again be
comling to the lorc!rom now that

for=their
lhclr education.
.. ¥'s an Otd World idea.
.., Today It seems abhorrent.
Or, rather, today it should be
abhorrent. Women have a place:in
the, workforce, and there shouldn't
.«bié‘éven a question about that, Wom-
“en do nb;';yzave a mental deficiency

Tot—for

President George Busl

that federal Jaws should bc changed
to allow’ publicly financed male
academles, Some Michigan legisla-
tors also want state laws to allow
such financing.

1t scems they would have the prin-
clple nl “separate Iso’t equal” apply

1~Remember Classified
With an Observer & Eccentric Classified
ad—youi-maokemonoy-hand over fist!

Helen
Niemiec

(o racia) questions but not to matters
of gender.

WHAT MESSAGE S the president
sending? Are girls less valued than
boys? Is it worse for a male to be an
iltiterate than It is for a female?
Why are only Inner-¢lty boys consid-

ed to be at risk?

gated schools — rue the day he re-
tired?

The new Supreme Court test then
could be that separate is equal, I ll
helps bays.

TWENTY YEARS ago, women
came so close to being legaily equ-
als. But now It scems as if women
have slipped back to the less-than-
citizen status that they “enjoyed”
during the 1950s and 1960s,

Through the fine efforts of Bush,
Clarence Thomas and certain De-
troit school leaders, parents wlll
again be serimping and saving to
send their sans to school, devoting
their energles to the male portion of
their famlly. And girls wili stay In

y of

Jumller and Geri, who was a
sophomure, remnlned (riends for a
couple of years, then drifted apart.
Deborah and Lisa roomed together,
adding other roommates, all four
yun in Ann Arbor and are current-
1y backpacking through Europe.
For bol.h dmush!.:ls West Bloom-

High School adualu lt wu
thclr ﬂrsl close friendshl
blacks. That probably wouldnl be
true If they were growiog up in West
Bloomficld today.

There are now two black families
on our street, making four In our
subdivision and adding to the tapes-
try of ilfe — particularly for the
youngsters riding blkes and skate-
boarding up and down the block.

Unfortunately, the slow-growing
diversity which is now visible in the
suburbs of West Bloom!leld Farm-
Ington HIlls and d Town-

racism
be costly:

Judith Doner
Berne- N

-l A
recently moved its beadquarters w
nearby Bingham Farms, called on;
Birmingham to be pro-active, nut
merely reactive. - .
1'bey vaposed an lcuon plan Io

.

ham real estate agents and Jandlords.
and surveying and reviewing how.
housing is adverilsed and sold in Blr-
mingham.

NO ONE REPRESENTING thc

real estate blish

ment was at the meeting to even try,
- and refute Mabe) Hayes, a black res-
idcnl of West moomnem who told of:

shlp — and to a lesser degree in
B)aomlleld His  and Soulhﬂaid

Township (Beverly Hllls, Bingham
Farms and Franklin) — has not
spilled into Blrmingham.

Blrmingham, with nearly 20,000
residents, has 87 blacks. That's less
than half a pereent of its population.

BIRMINGHAM IS the high profile
communlty out our way. Birming-
ham s where two raclal incidents
occurred last spring. And Blrming-
ham kids are growing up In the same
Hly-white environment that * has
marked It as “a slosed community to
African-Americans and other minor-
ities,” according to James Agnew,
president of the Oakland County
Center for Open Housing.

That's why last week's race rela-
tions meeting including Agnew, cl\y,
chamber of commerce and NAACP
offictals and representatives of the
Birmingham-Bloom{leld Task Force

Don't littic glrls count?

Maybe the questlon is, did they re-
ally ever?

And now the nation is closc to hav-
Ing a conservatlve black Supreme

Court justice who Is a firm bellever |

in natural law, whatever that is. It
would seem most {ronlc if nominee
Clarence Thomas were to be a decld-
Ing volce in. permitting all-male
academics—and breaking the *'sepa-
rate lsn't* equal” rule. Wouldn't his

predecessor — Thurgood Marshall,
uho succmlully urgucd bcfun: the

coartin B, of Edu.

THE BACKZroun:
Rather than putlng a poor glrl
through the shame of scoring lower
on college tests or dropplng out of
school, this kinder, gentler natlon
will once agaln encourage that gir
to learn to cook and.sew and find
herself a good hizband: Preferably,
he would be eone of thosc lucky
enough — based ‘on gender rather
than smarts — to go to such a pub-
Tlicly financed, all-male school.

Hrlcn Mcmu‘c 15 a stn]] wrntr
far_L

ttempt 20 years,
ngn to get housing ln the city of Blr-;
mingham.

“1 appeal to you to look at this!
proposal, it is urgent,” Hayes sald.,
“We are dealing with buuslng rac’um
In the city of Birmingham."

About the same ttme Mabel Kayu
was being denied housing, Rlchard:
and Imogene Angell, who are white,
picked Birmingham to raise their,
five chlldren, partly because it hnd'
adopted a mneh heralded open hwusn-
ing ordina

"In the cnslllng years we've been
disappointed,” said Angell, pow re-
tired as chalrman of the philosophy.
department of Wayne State Unlvere

slty. N R
"] would be very proud” if the clty,
adopted the opcn housing center’s)
plan, he safd, “Our city which 1s a)
fine city could become a model — &,
model to bring abaul greater nnlly‘ .
among the races,”

is ly,

on Race Relations is so impartant.
“The Blrmingham City Commission

o) a plan, praised by the
NAACP, deslgned to circumvent fu-
ture racial incldents:

The nelghborhood association wilt
be involved If an incident happens in
their neighborhood.. The chamber of
commerce witl take a more active
role, appolnting a delegate to the
race relations task force. Sensitivity
tralning will-be made available for
store emplayees through thechamber
of commerce, ana the task force and
city commission will meet Jointly

The cit;

Wol about the cost. W
discuss §t further when selllng up*
next year's budget.

They must also discuss the cost n!
not doing it. And of continuing Blr-!"
mingham's legacy as a racist city. '»

And along the way, they must.
come up one more time with why!
Birmingham's plan for senlor hous~t
ing, which Includes some !ow-incvmuf
units, remains an paper. B
Judith Doner Berne u.asmmm.

cdnmrfor the O 4

cation, v.hlch ended rachlly segre-
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313/879-2100.

the dog, o put your guests up in style

WALK A’LL OVER US.

At the Northfield Hilton, we continue to
stand ready and welcome you — where
15 business and pleasurel) as usual

The Troy Hilton recently pulled in their
weleome mat — which has left a’few of
vou confused. You .may have thought
aur doors were dosed as welk. That's
smply not true. We've had a busy year
and ook forward to more of the same

awith your continued patronage

SO, it you re deaking tor g place o put out the mat. put on

NORTHFIELD HILTON OF TROY

Wrere the welcome mat ts always out.

5500 Croaoks Road at 175
- Troy Mu(huvon AB(95-2898

— just give us a call at
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Stip Into Something
More Comfortable
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