County loses
lawstit to GM

By Pat Murphy
staf writer

. Qakland County government
must pay the General Motors Corp.
about $2 million — and fose about
$500,000 I annual revenue — un-
der a proposed scttlement over the
automaker’s properly tax assess-
ment.

J Bul some school districts — par-

Jy Poallac's — could-also
sulfery altbough the Michigan De-
fartment of Education ks expected

various parts of Michigan Including
the Pontlac, Flint and Kalamzoo
areas. .

Some of those disputes have been
resolved, often with the belp of the
Michigan Tax Tribunal.

Oakland County, however, of-
ficlals from GM and the county
tried to resolve the issue through
negotlations. The agreementl ap-
proved by the finance committee is
the result.

The settlement Is tentatively on

“the agenda for Thursday's regular |

10-caie tho-pain-by the
distriet.

“The county has set aside some
money anticlpating this (the settle-
ment)," said commissicner Donald
E. Bishop, vice chalrman of the
board’s finance committee. “So, we
won't be hurt badly. But some
school districts will suffer.”

Howeyer, county olflctals are
urjder pressure ‘{0 d - the

use, add two 1 elr-
cdit court judges and expand the
prosecutor's stalf. Budget hearings
gin next month,
The {lnance committee reviewed
d approved the agreement last
‘Thursday. It must, however, be ra-
tified by the full board of commls-
sioners, which Is scheduled to take
up the matter Thursday.

v

THE. PROPOSED SETTLE-
MENT ls the latest round n a dis-
pote that began In 1983, when GM
challenged the basis"on whicH: ity
property taxes are computed.

-1 The: automakec claimed its
plants — llke the GMC Pontlac
Manufacturing complex in Pontiac
and the Bulek-Oldsmobile-Cadillac

bly plant in Orlon p
— were over assessed and the cor-
poration was overtaxed. .

Dy Towered

y-—meettng o Wie
board. Bul board chairman Roy
Rewold, R-Oakland Township,
questions whether or not comsmis-
aioners wlll have enough informa-
tion to vote.

“I haven't seen the final figures,”
Rewold sald Friday. “I want all the
figures before we make any kind of
decision.” N

While the figures aren't final, as
far as Rewold Is concerned, he
agrees (hat county government
will not be financially crippled If,
as he expects, it must return about
$2 mlllion and lose future revenue.

“WE'VE ANTICIPATED (his,”
he sald. “So the burden on us won't
be nearly as bad as it will for
school districts ke Pontlac.”

Here are some [lgures pertaining
to the agreement as compiled by
Oaktand County budget dlrector
Russcli Martin, who helped negoti-
ate the settlement:

® GM wlll receive about $2
million frem Oakland County,
probably by Nov: 1, instead of the
$28 mlllion It requested.

& GM property lax

assess-
ments in Oakland County will be '

reduced by about 44 percent — lo-
stead of the 79 percent reduction it
jon will cost

and rebates, the automaker com-
plained to local govemments in

That
Oakland about $500,000 In lost rev-
enuc cach year.
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« CREATIVE KITCHENS & BATHS, INC.
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Edison gripes keep on coming

By Wayne Peal
staff writer

Peaple with complaints about the
July 7 blackout, or other Interrup-
tions in utility service, will have ao-
other opportunity to speak out be-
fore the Michigan Public Service
Commisslon on Wednesday in Lans-
ing.

The

agency for Michigan power compa-
nies, will receive a staff mpvnp:n
the massive post-holiday outage, ls-
ten to comments from consumer’s
Power and Detrolt Edison, then open
the forum to public commenta.

“We don't want to get Into a back-
and-forth situation between the com-
panles and their customers, but we
are lnuru"wd in bearing people’s

chief | i

County eyes adding

By Pat Murphy
stalt writer

The Oakland County prosecutor
says he's wliling to accept — for .
aditional

_prosecutors, judges

reviewed by the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners at this

Monday, September 23, 1991 OKE

William Long sald.
For Chester Fortuna, the opportu-
ity couldn’t come soon enoy gh.

“I'M COMPLAINING not fust
about July 7 but for Incldents that
have happened over the 23 years I've
been al my present address,” the
Bloomfleld Hitls resident sald during
a reglonal forum Thursday in Dear-
bo

en.

Public service commissioners held
amasjor forum on the power outages
July 29 in Livonta, .

Staff members compiled thelr re-
part from comments made during
that session. Though Consumer’s
Power and Edison representatives
dld not speak during the earlier fo-
rum,--they—will - make comments
Wednesday.

Thousands of homes in Wayne and
Qakland counties lost power as a re-
sult of the July 7 storm. The power

| workers from

P

are approved, as
could

now — the four
who county commissioners appear
willing to fund on an emergency ba-

sis,

But when budget hearings begin
next month, Prosecutor Richard
Thompson sald he wlll ask commis-
sioners for 21 new assistants and 20
Investigators, paralegals and clerky
to support them.

Thompson made ks comments
Friday afterncon, less than 24 hours
after members of the county board's
(lnance committee rejectled his re-
quest for 14 more pecple. Commis-
sioners agreed to recommend four,
including one (o be finance by a drug

- grant.

finance committee also
agreed to recommend two pew clr-
cuit court judges — to be elected
noxt year — and the support staff to
g0 with them. Each new Judgeship is
ex to cost the county about
$1.4 milllon, including salaries for
the 16 staff members.

Both requests are expected to be

p be hired yet this
year. The new judges would be elect-
ed in 1992 and on the bench the fol-
lowing January. .

Both requests were supported with
data indicating the legal caseload in
Qakland County contlnues .10 In-
crease dramatically.

Judge Stephen N. Andrews, lor ex-
ample, told commixsioners that each
Oakland County judge gets about
1,900 new cases annually.

Oakland judges continue to have
the highest disposition rate in the
state, Andrews said. But two new
judges are needed. “One judge would
do nothlng," he sald when asked
about the possibility of granting one
pew judge In 1993 and another the
following year.

Flgures {rom the court adminis-
trator’s office support the clalm that
Qakland judges are productive. The
administrator’s office sald the aver-
age caseload for each of Oakland's
18 judges is about 2,000, compared
with 1,300 statewide.
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other states to restore damaged
lines, some homeowners remained
without power for three days or
more,

Last week's forum In. Dearborn
dealt with energy issues in general,
not just the storm and its aftermath.

Among the questions asked:

Why is Detroit Edion closing its
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reglonal offices? .

'nxJn answer, coramissioners said,

. was that a company analysis Indicat-
od It was cheaper to have bills paid
by mall. “We try (o explain the oeed
(for offices) to the companies, but
that’s really not our prerogative,”
commissloner Ronald Russell saf”

Why doesn’t Michlgan do more for
energy conservation?

“We agree there's more that cogld
be done,” Russell said. Commission-
ers have suggested a $60 milliog en-
ergy conservation plan to' Qon-
sumers Power and likely wiil make
2 similar suggestlon to Detroit Edl-
son when its rates come up for” re-
vlew in 1993,

Why do 1 have to pay a service
charge to my gas company even in
months when I don't use any gas?”:

Commissioners  said’ ”;‘5
charges were approved for
utllities as part of the rate process.
The process takes a utility's opéga-
ting costs, lnvestment in equlpmpent
and projected profit into aceount:in
setting rates. e

The hearing Wednesday will be
. at 9 a.m. in the Michigan Pubjic
Service Commtisison hearirg
room, 6545 Mercantile Way,
Lansing. For additional detajls,
call the commission at 517.

6368.
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